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May the New Year bring 
with it the fulfillment of Isatah’s 


immortal prophecy — 


And they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruning- 
hooks; nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war 


any more. 
y ISAIAH II:4 
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We Don't Want Bond Money! 


An abiding and heart-felt conviction of the House of 
Seagram echoes in these candid words, given public 
expression again and again down through the years :— 
“Liquor is a Luxury.” 
We don’t want to sell whiskey to anyone who buys it 


at a sacrifice of the necessities. 

As we have said so many times in the past: “We Don’t 
Want Bread Money!” 

And, just as certainly today: “We Don’t Want Bond 
Money!” 


For War Bonds, in highest truth, are a necessity of life 


Seagram-Distillers Corporation, Chrysler Building, New York 


—the life of this nation, which is still s0 many grim, fox- 
holed miles from total victory. 

More, they are a guaranty of life—the secure, prosper- 
ous, happy life of every one of us in an inflation-free, 
peacetime America. 

This should be indelibly etched upon the mind of every 
thinking person. And, only after the utmost Bond pur- 
chase that conscience and common sense demand, should 
one feel free to enjoy such goodly luxuries as fine whiskey. 

This we feel honor bound to say. We could not look at 
our service flag and say leas. 


THE HOUSE OF SEAGBAM 
Fine Whishios Since 1857 
































oLeshanah Jui 
Hhotevu—1946-5 706 


(A letter to the editors) 


It 1s my happy privilege at this 
season of the High Holy Days to voice 
to the community of Israel on behalf 
of the Flatbush Unitarian Church and 
for myself warmest greetings and cor- 
dial good wishes in the spirit of the 
traditional “Leshanah Tovah Tikotevu.” 

The year 1946-5706 dawns with new 
hopes and bright prospects for world 
Jewry. The forces of Hitlerism and 
Fascism in Europe have been decisive- 
ly defeated, and everywhere among op- 
pressed peoples the faith that right 
makes might and that justice will ulti- 
mately prevail takes a new lease on 
life. It is true that much remains to be 
done to make such assurance doubly 
sure as far as the Jewish people are 
concerned. It is true that, both as re- 
gards the expatriated and refugee Jews 
as well as the fate of Palestine, the 
principles of justice and freedom, so 
boldly proclaimed by the United Na- 
tions, still await effective implementa- 
tion, and the assurance given the har- 
assed Jews of Europe and elsewhere 
still remains unfulfilled. 

On the other hand, the work of re- 
construction and rehabilitation has al- 
ready begun, and it becomes clearer 
every day that the conscience of the 
world will not be at ease until full jus- 
tice has been rendered the maltreated 
Jews of Europe and until the “inter- 
national bill of rights” becomes a prac- 
tical reality with all this implies for 
that minority people which more than 
any other throughout history, and 
especially during these ghastly war- 
years, has felt the ruthless hand of the 
oppressor. 

We wish to be counted among those, 
as yet few in numbers but growing 
daily in strength and influence, who are 
eager to work shoulder to shoulder and 
hand in hand with our Jewish friends 
everywhere to make certain that Israel 
will never again have to suffer tyranny 
and injustice and that Palestine will 
at long last in these days be rehabili- 
tated and reconstituted “The Jewish 
Homeland.” 

May the blessing of the God of Is- 
rael rest upon you; and may He, whom 
together we worship as the Creator 
and Ruler of the Universe, answer 
your prayers and grant an early fulfill- 
ment of the ancient holiday wish 

“Leshanah habaah bi-Yerushalayim!” 
KARL M. CHWOROWSKY, Minister, Flat- 
bush Unitarian Church of Brooklyn, 

MN, Y. 
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At this moment in America the buyer and reader of books will find 
in the shops only a single volume of any kind which perhaps equals in 
intellectual distinction, in moral clarity and courage, though not quite in 
excellence of style and temper, the volume here reviewed. | would un- 
hesitatingly rank it with Arthur Koestler's The Yogi and the Commissar 
as one of the two non-fiction books of the year which are likely to outlast 
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PEACE IN THE ATOMIC AGE 


gon ORY HAS ushered in a new age. It is not the 
golden age. Despite our joy, our solemn thanks- 
giving that the great carnage has ended with the de- 
feat of the aggressors, we have no illusions on that 
score. We stand on the threshold of a new era, but we 
step over with none of the ebullience which marked 
the immediate conclusion of World War I. We know 
that Utopia does not lie on the other side of the sill. 
We know that the age of which we unexpectedly find 
ourselves the sharers has a strange, stern name. It is 
the atomic age, and the victory stands in its shadow 
and light. The atom dwarfs our schemes, our power 
politics, and even our triumphs. 

E=MC! When Einstein first formulated this 
equation, called the most important ever devised by 
man, he presaged the possibility of atomic power. 
That its first practical application should prove to be 
the atomic bomb was something neither he nor the 
world anticipated. No one rues this more than the 
great thinkers whose speculation made the release of 
atomic energy possible. Anyone who heard the in- 
finitely moving dialogue across the ether between 
Mrs. Roosevelt and Lise Meitner is well aware of this. 
Lise Meitner’s broken, half-sobbed words were a 
prayer that the power whose presence her calcula- 
tions had helped reveal be harnessed to beneficent 
ends—to the purpose of peace not of war, This does 
not mean that no arguments can be found to justify 
the use of the bomb on the two occasions that it was 
used. In so far as it shortened the war, it probably 
saved more lives than it destroyed. Churchill has cal- 
culated that a million American lives and a quarter 
of a million British lives would have been lost in an 
invasion of Japan. One must assume that an equal 
number of the enemy would have perished in their 
last effort to forestall defeat. Beside the staggering 
figure of two and a half million dead—if one can 
presume to weigh life and death in quantitative 
terms—the destruction wrought by the two bombs 
appears in a certain perspective. One must draw 
whatever consolation one can from this fact; and the 
consolation is slight enough because we know that 
never before has the world faced such possibilities, 
fraught either with bane or blessing, according to 
mankind’s choice. 

The equations and formulas of science must be 
supplemented by still another equation: Peace? 
This equation must be solved. It may not lend itself 
to the austere and glorious simplicity of EMC’, 
but the mortals who can now control the forces of 
the cosmos must discover the solution. 








The first problem of the post-war world is to create 
an international structure in which the peaceful co- 
operation of nations is possible. For the time being, 
only one group of nations controls the formulae and 
vast resources required for the production of the 
bomb but there is no assurance that this situation can 
be maintained. Simpler and cheaper techniques may 
in time enable even lesser powers to wreak havoc at 
will. Mankind must face these possibilities soberly. 
It is idle to talk of rejecting the gift which science 
has given us. Man has learned to control fire, though 
it is not difficult to imagine the terror of primitive 
man at the sight of the first conflagration. Man has 
learned to harness electricity. Atomic energy has 
been revealed to us. It may liberate man from eco- 
nomic and physical slavery or it may destroy our little 
earth. It is man’s great misfortune that too often the 
discoveries of the world’s noblest and purest spirits 
are put to the perverted use of mean and evil minds. 
But if we have learned anything from the holocaust 
of the past six years, it is that we can no longer per- 
mit ourselves the luxury of error. We cannot afford 
any more dictators, be they Hitler or the gentlemen 
in Argentina. We cannot even afford a Bilbo or a 
Joe McWilliams. We cannot afford the chaos of un- 
employment. We cannot afford the appeasement of 
reaction and violence wherever it exists, or whatever 
form it assumes. That is a large order, but at this 
moment only basic and far-reaching demands on 
the society which we propose to create in the hour of 
victory, are realistic. We can no longer afford less 
than a working international cooperation and an ade- 
quate level of domestic social security. Anything else 
spells catastrophe. 


UNRRA AND THE DP’s 


HE THIRD Council session of the United Nations 

Relief and Rehabliitation Agency recently held 
in London once again demonstrated the great need 
for international organization and cooperation and, 
at the same time, the tenuousness of a good part of 
the underlying compacts upon which international 
organization and cooperation depend. Before the ses- 
sion opened, a minor sensation was caused by the 
Soviets’ first request for aid, in the imposing amount 
of no less than $700 million. No more striking testi- 
mony of the need which even the most powerful 
nation may stand in of concrete international assist- 
ance could be given. But in the course of the session, 
a second sensation was the demand of the Soviet 
delegates, backed by Poland, Yugoslavia, and Czecho- 
slovakia, that displaced persons should not be helped 
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by UNRRA if they refused a call from their national 
governments to accept repatriation. 

In effect, the USSR, Poland, Yugoslavia, and Czech- 
oslovakia were asking UNRRA to become an in- 
ternational police agency for the enforcement of 
punitive measures against political dissidents. They 
were asking UNRRA to refuse humanitarian aid— 
food, shelter, medical care—to “displaced persons,” 
to war casualties and victims of the Axis, so that these 
persons might be forced to accept repatriation to 
their own countries, and face, as they feared, possible 
punishment or oppression. 

Moreover, however opposed such a policy would 
be to the underlying humanitarian purposes of 
UNRRA, which rules out discriminatory treatment 
for reasons of political belief, there was some “legal” 
grounds upon which the Soviet demand could be 
argued. In its work for displaced persons, as in its 
whole program, UNRRA is conceived as an auxil- 
iary to the individual United Nations; there are spe- 
cific phases in the UNRRA code specifying that it 
may aid displaced persons whose countries request 
such aid. In terms of the structure and the literal 
terms of its constitution, it could very plausibly be 
argued—as the USSR, Poland, Yugoslavia, and 
Czechoslovakia did in fact argue—that UNRRA had 
no right to aid displaced persons against the wish of 
their countries. 

Such gloomy prospects do not immediately face us, 
because the Soviet proposal was tabled until the next 
UNRRA Council mission. In the meantime, the im- 
mediate outlook of the “non-repatriable displaced 
persons” has not been made any more cheerful. 
Within the next six months their situation must be 
made secure once and for all, or the problem may 
once more arise, and this time it may not prove pos- 
sible to evade the issue. 

Included among the non-repatriables are an esti- 
mated 75,000 Jews in camps in the zones of the 
Western Allies. For this small number at least—and 
even if present UNRRA estimates prove too low, 
they cannot be very largely increased—the absolute 
minimum of humanity demands that the doors of 
Palestine be opened at once. It took a long enough 
time after victory for the aid of Jewish private organ- 
izations and UNRRA to reach them. Now that a 
signal of the most serious future trouble has been so 
plainly posted at the end of their next six months, 
we are surely entitled to expect some speed in restor- 
ing them to conditions of normal life. 


THE DARTMOUTH COLLEGE CASE 


IX THE peculiar affair of President Hopkins of 
Dartmouth College, we are interested more by 
the reaction of liberals and Jews than in the remarks 
that provoked them. We are not, to tell the truth, as 
surprised as we might be at hearing from so distin- 
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guished a seat of academic authority the evidence of 
vicious prejudices of a low degree of intellectual 
probity and acumen. Even after all that Jews, Prot- 
estants, and Catholics, white men and black, have 
suffered together on so many battlefields, we are not 
surprised to learn that in the opinion of its president, 
tolerance can only flourish in Dartmouth—a college 
devoted to the “Christianizing” of its fledglings—if it 
is not led into temptation by having more than a set 
quota of Jews to tolerate; that Jews had better be 
meek as grass, still as water—and keep out of the 
professions—if they would like to avoid setting up in 
our returning GI’s those fatal mechanisms which 
operated to turn German soldiers of World War I 
into Hitler’s henchmen. 

What interests us more are the feeling-vibrations 
which one senses in the circles of foes of intolerance, 
and especially among Jews, in the wake of the Hop- 
kins utterances. There is protest, there is indignation; 
but, curiously, the tone seems hollow. The protes- 
tants do not seem to be hurt and annoyed as much by 
what Hopkins said, as by the fact that he said it. That 
was tactless, that was not sporting, and had to be ob- 
jected to. Everybody knows that our best colleges 
have fixed quotas for Jews, and nobody was trying to 
break them down. From the time of President Lowell 
of Harvard’s inconsiderate remarks a generation ago, 
to President Hopkins’ uncalled-for recent statement, 
there was a compact of silence on this question. In 
New York State, to be sure, some enthusiastic legis- 
lators proposed the Friedman-Pino bill to deprive 
quota colleges of their tax exemption; but nobody 
pressed for the bill to be enacted into law and it was 
abruptly dropped. Our committees for tolerance, 
brotherhood, and inter-racial and interfaith under- 
standing were not eager to raise this issue at the 
moment. Therefore, there is annoyance at having to 
quarrel with Dartmouth over it. 

That is the way we fight for human rights in this 
country: not with banners, not as for a general prin- 
ciple, not everywhere—but with circumspection. 
New York State was prime for a permanent fair, 
employment practices law—so we backed it and won. 
We may try, and lose, in other cases—but only where 
the odds look close. When an attempt was made to 
introduce quotas in the dental profession, we fought 
hard—because this was aggression on the part of in- 
tolerance. The bigots were trying to seize territory 
they never held before. But against quotas in Dart- 
mouth, or Harvard, or Princeton, or Columbia (we 
are told by all but Hopkins that they do not exist, 
but nobody is naive enough to believe that), we say 
never a word. All we expected was that the others 
would be gentlemen enough to keep quiet about it, 
too. 

No doubt this is the “pragmatic” technique for 
getting results. But not everybody can hope to like 
the results we get. 








Sympathy 


without Obligation 
by Hayim Greenberg 


lean TIME HAS COME when we, the five million 

Jews of the United States, must address ourselves 
to our government with this one demand: Stop 
tampering with our hopes. 

Palestine is not something that we are interested 
in out of sheer willfulness. No matter how many 
American Jews settle in the country—even if there 
are no Jews at all in the United States who intend to 
do so—the fate of that small land on the Mediter- 
ranean coast occupies a high place in our hopes and 
interests. We are not indifferent to the wounds of 
hundreds of thousands of surviving Jews overseas, 
who must enter the Jewish Homeland. Nobody can 
expect us to be unconcerned with the status of the 
Jewish people as a whole, its place in the world, its 
equality with all other peoples, which cannot be 
attained without a land of its own and some meas- 
ure of statehood. Year in year out, we have made 
this clear to American public opinion and to the gov- 
ernment and demanded their aid in realizing our aims 
—aid to which, we are deeply convinced, we are 
justly entitled. And it is time that the government 
adopt a definite policy on the Palestine question and 
cease playing at “diplomacy.” 

The government, and the President as its head, 
have no right to keep up our hopes if they are not 
prepared to do anything definite and substantial to 
bring them to fruition. It is sheer cruelty to raise 
expectations, and thereafter give us transparent hints 
that, at bottom, we have little to expect. The prob- 
lem is not a new one, there has been sufficient time 
to study it seriously and reach definite conclusions, 
and it is high time for us to hear from our government 
a clear cut “yea” or “nay.” There is a limit to human 
_ patience, and one reaches a point where one can no 
longer bear equivocal promises, or ill-concealed hos- 
tility. A clear, sharp negative reply, in such circum- 
stances as those in which we now find ourselves, 
would be not only more honest, but, in more than 
one sense, “better” than weasel words or statements 
in which one half undermines the validity of the 
other half. 

Our twenty-five years of experience with our own 
government on the subject of Palestine, if one reviews 
them soberly and makes an honest accounting, are a 
sorry and, in many respects, a shocking chapter of 
history. Since Wilson, there has not been a single 
President who has not on one or another occasion 
made a show of friendliness to Zionism. Both Houses 
of Congress, as early as 1922, adopted a resolution in 
favor of a Jewish Palestine. The Convention with 
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Great Britain in 1924 incorporated the text of the 
Balfour Declaration and the Mandate for Palestine, 
as the instrument for the establishment of the 
National Home. Yet, in all these years we have had 
no aid of any substantial character from Washington. 
In this respect it made no difference what party con- 
trolled the administration: a cool “disinterested” by- 
stander’s role was characteristic of both Democratic 
and Republican Presidents. The accusations which the 
Republican Convention leveled against the Demo- 
cratic Administration last year, as one of the items 
in its election platform, charging that they merely 
promised aid to the Jews in building Palestine but 
had not, and did not intend to keep their promise, 
could not impress any thoughtful American. Those 
who take an interest in the matter remember very 
well what the aid we received from the Republican 
President, Herbert Hoover, when we had such heavy 
trials and difficulties in Palestine during his term of 
office, amounted to. 

Perhaps it is pointless to dwell on the past. But 
what of the present? We are now in the second half 
of 1945, with the map of great parts of the world 
being re-drawn and the destinies of peoples and terri- 
tories being determined for a long time to come; we 
have had twelve years of Nazi terrorism in Europe, 
six years of global warfare, the annihilation of over 
a third of the Jewish people, and have at length 
witnessed victory, both in Europe and in Asia. We are 
entitled after all this to know who does and who does 
not intend to help us, who seriously means his prom- 
ises and professions and who means merely to ex- 
press conventional or even deceitful courtesies. No 
doubt, by our own power alone, we cannot force our 
government to initiate an energetic and positive pol- 
icy with regard to Palestine, which should directly 
and honestly aim at Jewish statehood. We shall have 
to force it, however, to give us a clear and decisive 
answer, either “Yes” or “No.” Our honor as citizens 
of this country imposes upon us the duty of freely 
and frankly telling our government: We no longer 
care to besiege the portals of the State Department, 
and for the thousand-and-first time reiterate to po- 
litely indifferent officials our demands and arguments, 
which they know quite well already, or which they 
do not know yet, because they have never taken the 
trouble to listen to them seriously; we no longer wish 
to annoy the President with visits, in order to obtain 
promises which cannot be made public, or a few 
benevolent words for publication, which are promptly 
followed by a skillful interpretation, sent by a certain 
agency of the government to the “proper quar- 
ters,” indicating that those words need not be taken 
too literally or too seriously. We are thoroughly tired 
of it all, and we are beginning to wonder why on top 
of all our suffering and loss, we must undergo this 
particular kind of indignity, as though we had been 
a band of cranks who cannot be got rid of except by 
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throwing us a nebulous promise, so formulated in 
advance that it conveys no obligation. 

This, more or less, was the way in which we were 
treated on several occasions by President Roosevelt, 
who certainly “was sorry” for Jews—who can deny 
his deeply humanitarian feelings for all the suffering 
and oppressed of the world?—but seldom showed 
real character in his treatment of Jewish needs and 
demands. If a prominent Egyptian politician today 
tells the world, in the name of King Ibn Saud, that 
the late President “gave his word” to that monarch 
that he would not help the Jews “against the Arabs,” 
then we may certainly be sure that this is a lie and a 
libel against Roosevelt's name. It is clear however, 
that if Roosevelt in his conference with Ibn Saud, 
had shown firm character and resolution, no Arab 
fantasy could have invented such a lie in a thousand 
and one nights. But if we can give Roosevelt the 
benefit of the doubt, so to speak, since until his 
dying breath he was immersed in the frightful prob- 
lem of bringing the war to a successful conclusion, 
what excuse can we find for President Truman’s re- 
cent statement? 

After Potsdam was not the same as after Yalta; 
and what Roosevelt may have thought he could not 
permit himself, can be done without risk by our 
present President. He clearly stated the American 
viewpoint on the question of Jewish immigration to 
Palestine to the British government. He wishes, as he 
said, Palestine to be open to as many homeless Jews 
as the country can absorb. He also tells us that he 
discussed the founding of a “Jewish national state” in 
Palestine. We had every reason to hope that he would 
take up this matter at Potsdam. Promises to this 
effect came from authoritative sources and we be- 
lieve that President Truman raised the issue of Pal- 
estine in his negotiations with the British out of his 
own decision, apart from the fact that, prior to his 
departure, he was under strong moral pressure, the 
details of which cannot yet be revealed, and which 
the President, perhaps, has his own reasons for not 
wishing to see revealed. We assume that he placed 
the question of Palestine upon the agenda of dis- 
cussion because he was personally inclined to believe 
that Jewish resettlement in Palestine would be the 
most rational solution of a grave international prob- 
lem. But nobody, as far as we know, raised the ques- 
tion, at that press conference where statements were 
made by President Truman, whether and to what 
extent America was ready to commit itself to real 
obligations, in helping the Jews reconstitute their 
own Homeland. He himself volunteered an answer 
to a question which, on that occasion, he was not 
asked: We will naturally not wish to send half a 
million American soldiers to Palestine to keep the 
peace there, he said. 

What was the purpose of this impromptu declara- 
tion, if not to water down the practical value of 
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America’s theoretically favorable attitude to Jewish 
demands in Palestine? Who gave the President the 
idea that an affirmative solution of the Palestine 
question would arouse Arab military or terrorist oppo- 
sition of such a character and scope that, in order to 
pacify the country, a half million American soldiers 
would be needed, in addition to Jewish defense forces 
and the military forces of Great Britain itself, which 
still has primary responsibility for maintaining order 
as mandatory? What statistical calculations, and by 
whom, led to such a figure? How many Arabs are 
expected to rebel and what Arab kingdoms are be- 
lieved ready to declare war, not only against the Jews, 
nor even against Great Britain alone, but against the 
United States and against all the United Nations; 
how large are their armies, and what can be their 
armaments, and by whom supplied, to make neces- 
sary sending half a million soldiers to Palestine? On 
the basis of calculation which seems to be implied by 
President Truman’s estimate, only an astronomer 
could deal in figures of the magnitude which would 
have been involved in the defeat of Germany during 
World War IL. 


We do not wish to deceive ourselves or others, nor 
is it in our interest to create the impression that what- 
ever decision the Great Powers adopt regarding the 
political destiny of Palestine, the Arabs will accept 
it meekly and submissively. Undoubtedly certain com- 
plications are inevitable, and there is little basis for 
hoping that in Palestine itself under given circum- 
stances there cannot be an outbreak of spontaneous or 
of organized disturbances. Nevertheless, a hard and 
fast decision by Great Britain and the United States 
is capable of reducing such outbreaks to relatively in- 
significant proportions which need cause no serious 
concern. The very fear of outbreaks heightens the 
motives for disturbances and terrorism, and. encour- 
ages political chieftains to make wild and ridiculous 
threats of impossible perils. We are not in the least 
surprised that President Truman’s words, interpreted 
in the Near East, not without grounds, as signifying 
American unwillingness to assume concrete responsi- 
bility in Palestine, have already been followed by 
warnings from certain Arab sources that only the 
atomic bomb will force Arabs to make peace with a 
Jewish “occupation” of Palestine: it now appears that 
President Truman’s half million soldiers are not a 
strong enough military force for the purpose. As 
Americans we cannot but feel deeply dishonored and 
pained at the momentary reflection that, in certain 
Arab cabinets, ministers may now be amusing them- 
selves with the thought of how their inept and 
crude propaganda methods have succeeded in im- 
planting in Washington a psychotic hallucination— 
an irrational, one might almost say mystical, terror of 
a “Jihad,” of a Arab “Holy War.” 

Subject to correction (and nobody will be happier 
than ourselves if this analysis proves to be false), 





10 


we must interpret President Truman’s statement as 
a declaration that in regard to Jewish demands in 
Palestine we may hope for full sympathy, but we 
must not expect America, on this account, to assume 
any concrete obligation. But without obligation, sym- 
pathy in certain situations is an insult, both to one- 
self and to the object of sympathy. Such abstract 
sympathy does not pass current in the political ex- 
change. Sympathy without obligations, a vague sense 
of justice without the readiness to defend justice, 
paved the way for the world catastrophe of 1939. It 
cannot be otherwise described than the spirit of 
Munich, at a time when Munich itself lies in ruins; 
it is readiness to tolerate anarchy, at a time when we 
had supposed that foundations were being laid for a 
new and more effective international organization. If 
this is really the way our President envisions the 
future and America’s role in the post-war period, then 
the San Francisco Conference was a waste of time, 
a scandalous falsehood recited over the graves of 
tens of millions of innocent dead, slaughtered with- 
Out any reason upon three continents. And if our 
government really thinks that its duty in Palestine 
is merely to sympathize without assuming the least 
obligation, the time has come for this to be told to 
us clearly and bluntly. Frankness would be more hon- 
est and more dignified than to foster illusions among 
us, or to be too soft-hearted to destroy those illusions 
which we may ourselves have created. 


We are sick and tired of empty courtesies, of 
verbal friendship and equivocal declarations. We have 
no power, perhaps no right, to confront our govern- 
ment with ultimatums, but no one can deprive us of 
our right to make this categorical demand of our 
government: The matter is too serious, too tragic for 
you to play around with it. Show us at least the decent 
respect of telling us the truth. Even if the truth should 
be bitter and cruel, we will be better able to chart 
our future course with it, than without it. 


The World Zionist 
Conference 


by Baruch Zuckerman 


HE WORLD ZIONIST CONFERENCE in Lon- 

don took on a character different from the original 
intentions of those who convened it. One event in 
particular, the Labor victory in the British elections, 
necessarily altered its tone. In planning the confer- 
ence, the result of the elections could not have been 
foreseen, and the delegates came to London in a 
mood to take political action directed at a Churchill 
government. Despite the personal views of the heads 
of that government, its record included responsibil- 
ity for carrying out the White Paper policy in Pales- 
tine; responsibility for all the many hindrances placed 
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in the path of those who would rescue Jews by bring- 
ing them to Palestine; ultimate responsibility for the 
catastrophes of the Struma, the Patria and the other 
ships whose Jewish passengers were lost in the at- 
tempt to escape to Palestine; responsibility, finally, 
for introducing in the Land of Israel laws concern- 
ing land purchase based upon the principles of Nur- 
emberg. The policy supported by the Churchill gov- 
ernment, its stubborn indifference to all protests, had 
brought the Jews in Palestine to such a point that 
only superhuman control could have prevented out- 
breaks of indignation, and in individual cases such 
outbreaks had taken a peculiarly menacing form. And 
over all, there was the terrifying uncertainty about 
what awaited us in the future. The delegates to the 
London conference, therefore, came heavily laden 
with griefs and protests which, in the ordinary course 
of events, should have found political expression in 
in the form of a severe protestation of blame. 


The election results cast the conference into an 
altogether different focus than would have been the 
case if the Churchill government had been victorious. 
Even if it were not the Labor Party, but, let us say, 
the Liberals who took over power, it would have 
been impossible to address them, only a few days 
after taking over the responsibility for British gov- 
ernment, in the same terms with which Jewish 
public opinion would have had to speak to the 
Churchill government. But there was the additional 
fact that the new Labor government represents that 
party which, at all its conferences throughout the 
war, has always given clear expression to its accept- 
ance of a Zionist solution of the Jewish and Pal- 
estine problems, the strongest resolution to this effect 
having been adopted only a few months before the 
election. It was the Labor Party in whose name 
Herbert Morrison declared, during the 1939 debate 
on the White Paper, that a decision to accept that 
policy would not be binding upon Labor if it should 
assume governmental authority. The Zionist confer- 
ence had to address a new government whose entry 
into power was generally expected to mean a distinct 
change of emphasis in the manner of administering 
British interests in the empire and in foreign affairs. 
In addressing such a government the delegates had 
to choose different words for expressing those feel- 
ings with which they were laden than would have 
been proper if the outcome of the election had been 
different. 


The content of our political demands, however, 
obviously remains unchanged. Both the Political 
Declaration and the Manifesto to the Jewish People 
(see page 43 ff.) adopted by the conference speak in 
strong and clear tones. The manifesto cannot of 
course be considered as adequately expressing that 
which happened to our people in the past six years. 
It may be that in our generation there will be none 
who will find the proper expression. The disaster 
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is so great, the blow so heavy, that the people stands 
bewildered and dumb. Surely there will come a 
modern Jeremiah who will at length compose that 
new Lamentation that will surpass in its profound 
grief anything in our literature. Perhaps he walks 
now among us with the word of God burning in his 
heart. As yet none of us has been able to say what 
should be said; but in the catalogue of documents 
that our time has so far produced the London man- 
ifesto will have an honored place. 

The political declaration, however, is an outstand- 
ingly strong and dignified statement. Its political 
contents would not have been different if we had 
had to speak to a Churchill government, for our 
demands in Palestine remain the same. They do not 
arise from the accident of what government rules 
England, but from the unchanging fate and destiny 
of the Jewish people. The prospects that our demands 
will be heard, understood, and carried out may have 
been improved, and therefore, the tone of the declara- 
tion was slightly different; but the content remained 
the same. 

The burden of grief and indignation with which 
the delegates came to the conference found no outlet. 
It remains in our hearts. We can hope only that 
events will dissipate it and that we will not need to 
set it down in words of anger at any futute confer- 
ence. This can happen only if the new Labor govern- 
ment will carry out in action that to which the party 
that elected it had obligated itself in words. If by 
any evil chance this should not happen, the grief 
and the anger in our hearts will inevitably find its 


own outlet. 
co - a 


A second factor which gave a different character 
to the conference from what had been anticipated, 
was the appearance of the delegation from the sur- 
viving Polish Jews and the two delegates from the 
Jewish Brigade. 

No one who did not have the good fortune to 
attend and experience the two sessions in which these 
delegates spoke will ever obtain an adequate descrip- 
tion from eye-witnesses. The Polish delegation un- 
veiled the depths of our tragedy, and also the peaks 
of heroism to which our young men attained. Then 
came the Brigade delegates and added revelations of 
the nobility which was shown in our ranks, such as 
even the optimists among us had never imagined 
possible. 

Our own Labor Zionist group heard more ex- 
tensive accounts both of the tragedy and the heroism 
at separate sessions. But what was related at the 
plenary sessions of the Zionist conference was itself 
sufficient to stir all those present to an exaltation of 
the purest sorrow and most sacred joy, such as few 
assemblies had even been granted the grace to ex- 
perience. I say grace, for I doubt whether any as- 
sembly of men was ever imbued with so great a 
collective sense of sanctity as came upon us in the 
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wake of that true purification of soul which each of 
us experienced. We were enabled to feel the far 
deeper and truer consecration of those khalutz groups, 
who gave one another an oath to carry out faith- 
fully the commandment of self sacrifice for the sake 
of the Jewish commonwealth, Jewish honor, and the 
love of Israel. When the men of the Jewish fighting 
organization now speak the words “love of Israel” 
it vibrates with quite a new meaning. Their love is 
one which has been sanctified by physical, but even 
more by spiritual suffering. But the obverse side of 
their love of Israel has also become deeper: that is, 
their overwhelming antipathy to those peoples who 
have consumed Jacob. That the survivors are filled 
with this ambivalent extremism of feeling is a fact 
which we must accept. We can only hope that the 
love of Israel will be perpetuated in their hearts, and 
that its other side will be cured as speedily as possible. 
But today it is there and must be recognized. 

It is worth emphasizing that the hopes that they 
will be cured are very, very great. It is enough to 
mention the fact that when they, the few tortured 
surviving Jewish fighters of the ghetto, relate the 
cruel facts of what all the peoples of Europe wrought 
upon us of evil, they do not forget to stress the very 
considerable number of individual non-Jews who pro- 
tected Jews in hiding and helped to rescue Jews, 
often paying with their own lives for these conse- 
crated labors. There is thus a basis for hope that the 
wounds of our fighting men will be healed. But the 
Jews of the free countries who have not gone through 
those horrors, and particularly the Jewish community 
in Palestine, will have to make the greatest effort 
to speed the process of recuperation. 

* * * 

I must content myself with a few words, for I 
know that I will not be able to add anything of value. 
Moreover, there is much that cannot yet be told, 
especially about the work of the Jewish Brigade. I 
recall something which was said by the late Berl 
Katzenelson at a Zionist Congress. He said that the 
patron angel of Jewish history chooses in each gener- 
ation the protagonists of its events. He said that 
the men who carried out illegal immigration to 
Palestine in the years before the war were the 
chosen heroes of the history which was then being 
written. The Jewish fighting organizations in Hitler- 
occupied countries and the men of the Jewish Brigade 
are unquestionably the most important protagonists 
of Jewish history, as it was being inscribed during 
the past six years. It was they who opposed to the 
historical ruin which was forced upon us by the lowest 
sub-human oppressors of all times, those pages in 
Jewish history, filled with sagas of struggle and de- 
votion, which give hope to our future. 

Obviously their appearance at the conference had 
to change its character. Even those inevitable and far 
from pleasant dealings between parties and political 
groupings, both on questions of policy and positions 
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of power in the movement, even this part of the 
conference was strongly influenced. We had all been 
subject to an experience of purification. Certainly this 
did not end all political quarrels; but I am convinced 
that the appearance of the Polish delegation and the 
men of the Jewish Brigade moderated the conduct 
of those quarrels and disciplined their tone. To cite 
an example, I may say a few words about the negotia- 
tions over the cooption of new members to the 
Executive. 

True, the Mizrachi threw into the discussion of 
this issue the bombshell of their resignation; but its 
repercussions were undoubtedly much repressed be- 
cause it was felt that the conference should not be 
marred by too violent conflicts. It is my opinion that 
if the Mizrachi and others who sought increased 
power in the Executive were satisfied to conduct their 
fight within the Smaller Actions Committee, this 
should be partially ascribed to the feeling of all of 
us that the plenary sessions of the conference must 
not be degraded. There were sharp arguments in 
committee, and occasionally they were echoed in the 
plenum, but in a still, small voice. This made it pos- 
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sible to conclude the conference in an exalted mood, 
resulting in no way from any attempted stage direc- 
tion; for stage direction was something the confer- 
ence lacked, in general. But the dramatic conclusion 
came once again through a grief-laden memorial 
speech by our comrade Zalman Rubashow. A sub- 
dued tension mounted continually as he recalled by 
name those Zionist leaders of all groupings who were 
with us in 1939, and are no longer with us. 

During the past six years we have lost a grievous 
toll of our most important people. Each name sym- 
bolized a whole era and each of the departed meant 
the loss of untold energy, resources of culture, Zion- 
ist devotion—and the assurance of past work well 
done. There were also in the list an overwhelming 
proportion who were taken from us by violence, com- 
mitted by the beasts who ruled Europe. The con- 
cluding address thus protracted the mood of sorrow- 
ful self-dedication which had been brought upon the 
conference by the ghetto fighters from the occupied 
countries—chiefly from Poland but also from many 
other lands—and by the appearance of the Brigade 
delegates. 


Parting at the Pyrenees 


by Shlomo Grodzensky 


AN UNUSUAL APPEAL was made public in an 
issue of Davar towards the end of the war in 
Europe: it was an appeal to all agricultural workers in 
Palestine who had gone through a period of training 
in Holland to come to the aid of the Dutch under- 
ground movement and the Dutch people “who are 
fighting desperately for their existence.” The sig- 
natures of members of the various kibbutzim as well 
as the names of the members of one entire kvutza— 
“Khuliot” (“Links”)—composed of Dutch khalut- 
zim were affixed to the appeal. A small number of the 
signers bore recognizably Dutch names; most of them, 
however, were typically East-European or German. 
Among them were the names of the agriculturist and 
writer, Ever HaDani, and of Miriam Baratz of De- 
gania. A large proportion of Palestinian workers re- 
ceived or completed their agricultural training in 
Holland, which, during the pre-war years, was out- 
standing in the field of agriculture——particularly in 
dairy-farming. When the workers’ settlements in 
Palestine,—especially those in the valley of Jezreel,— 
began to expand their mixed farming during the 
years following the first world war, Jewish agricul- 
turists went to Holland in order to learn the pro- 
fessional secrets of the dairy-farmer. Now they were 
called upon to express their gratitude to the nation 
that had once been their friendly host, and from 
whom they had learned so much. 


But the dairymen who had had their agricultural 
training in Holland, as well as other Jews, were 
grateful to the Dutch people not only “for the excel- 
lent agricultural training which, from 1917 on, gave 
Palestine a large number of Jewish experts in mixed 
and dairy farming. We shall also not forget the kind- 
ness shown to our refugees by the Dutch people in the 
years following 1933, nor shall we forget the attitude 
of the Dutch people to the Jews under Nazi occupa- 
tion. The reaction of the underground movement to 
Nazi anti-Semitism was unique. When the mass ex- 
pulsion of Jews started in February, 1941, a general 
strike broke out in the cities of Amsterdam, Haarlem, 
Zanrem and Hilversam. Many hundreds of Dutch- 
men were shot for their resistance to these Nazi 
brutalities. Nevertheless, the Dutch continued to help 
those Jews who remained in hiding. Twenty thou- 
sand Dutchmen were sent to concentration camps for 
helping Jews.” é 

Holland is probably unique indeed in this respect, 
though it is true that Sweden and Denmark also 
showed exceptional concern and helpfulness towards 
the Jews in Nazi-occupied Europe. But it was not this 
tribute alone that moved me so upon reading the 
appeal. For the first time I read the full name of a 
man whom I had only known unti! then by the letter 
“J.” I had often thought of “J.” during the last two 
years. Now, in this appeal for the Dutch, I learned 
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who “J.” had been and the story of how he met his 
death. 

I came across his name for the first time in the 
letters from Holland that appeared in the book 
“Letters from the Ghettoes” (Mikhtavim Min 
HaGetaot) published by Brakha Khabas in 1943. 
The story told in these letters from the khalutz 
underground in Holland is essentially the same—a 
tale of persecution and expulsion, arrests and attempts 
at rescue—as appears in the letters from Poland and 
Czechoslovakia, France and Germany, Belgium, Hun- 
gary and Slovakia, Yugoslavia and Albania, Italy 
and Bulgaria and Rumania. But through the welter 
of details shine the personal histories of a few in- 
dividuals, the purity of their lives and their deaths. 
One of them was called “Shushu”; his real name was 
Joachim Simon. A second was “J.” 

* * ae 

Joachim Simon was a khalutz from Germany who, 
in pre-war years, had found refuge in friendly Hol- 
land. He was a model khalutz, diligent in his work 
and stubborn in his efforts to master the Jewish cul- 
tural heritage and the Hebrew language; and he was 
a good comrade. He was the head of the agricultural 
training center of Hekhalutz in Holland. 

The Nazis occupied Holland and persecution and 
expulsions began. In one of his letters at the end of 
1942 Shushu writes of the comrades who “were 
forced to leave.” “This is, of course, very bad,” he 
writes. “But they left us calmly, courageously, even 
seeming confident of the future—as we should have 
expected of them. Naturally, we are very anxious, as 
you can imagine; but our spirit is calm and resolute 
as I write you. After all, this is the only possible at- 
titude if we are not to lose our minds.” 

A Dutch comrade, E——a, the wife of Joachim 
Simon, in another letter written in the cryptic style 
of the khalutz underground from Lyons, France “en 
route from Holland,” relates: “As you see, we are 
now, Shushu and myself, not far from my brother 
(the reference is to comrades in Switzerland.) We 
should like to visit him, but we don’t know if that 
will be possible. He is not as hospitable as he once 
was, according to the news we have had. Have you 
heard anything about this? And what about X 
(another neutral country, apparently Sweden) ?” 

Another letter, signed by Shushu says that he had 
returned from his “trip.” In these homely phrases 
were concealed reports of highly dangerous missions. 
Shushu and his wife, E——a, were engaged in estab- 
lishing an underground railway with the aid of com- 
rades in France and Switzerland. They had taken on 
themselves the task of smuggling Jewish children out 
of Holland into neutral Switzerland. They did their 
work separately. She was in Lyons, while he was 
somewhere on his way between the frontiers. “Mean- 
while,” E———a writes from Lyons, “I shall be able to 
rest a little and wait for Shushu,—perhaps our luck 
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will turn a little brighter. I have heard nothing as yet 
from Shushu.” And Shushu writes in a letter from 
Holland. “I have heard nothing from E——a lately, 
and you can imagine how anxious this makes me.” In 
the next letter, E——a writes that “a great deal has 
happened during these last few weeks and we can ex- 
pect a great deal more. . . . Shushu’s last postcard was 
sent from Paris, and he was going on from there. I 
don’t know how far he will be able to go. You can 
imagine how anxious I am, especially now, with 
events moving so horribly fast; I am afraid that his 
whole trip will be in vain.” This fear of hers is ex- 
pressed in several letters. 

Shushu writes to a comrade in a neutral country— 
Switzerland: “L’s sister and her husband [meaning 
himself and his wife] would like to visit you. He, of 
course, would only like to do this if he can go back 
again. Is this possible, in your opinion? . . . And 
another thing,—have you ever thought of the pos- 
sibility of meeting at the house of our uncle Gvul 
[ frontier | ?” 

Shushu crossed the frontier with his first group of 
children—and then went back into Holland. E——a 
prepared to cross the frontier herself. She waited in 
France in order that she might “first hear from 
Shushu.” “T can’t leave without knowing that he is 
all right.” 

* * * 

The situation in Holland got worse from day to 
day. Sam de Wolf, the veteran Jewish Dutch Socialist 
and Zionist, who was working with the young 
khalutzim (he himself finally escaped to Palestine, 
and his name was first in the list of signers of the 
appeal in “Davar’’) tells of the establishment of the 
Ghetto in a letter from Amsterdam. E——a finally 
crossed the border into Switzerland and from there 
she wrote more freely—to Palestine: “You probably 
know that I am married to Shushu. Up to the very 
last moment we were both instructors of the Youth 
Aliya on the training farm. In August, 1942, we had 
to hide all the children, for otherwise they would all 
have been taken away. We also managed to hide not 
a few adult comrades. But it was obvious that there 
was no safety in this for any length of time. That is 
why, beginning in October, Shushu and I began to 
look for a cheaper and more or less safe way of escape 
for our comrades. And we finally managed to set up 
a method that did not depend on the help of out- 
siders. We had learned through experience that it is 
better to do everything oneself. When everything was 
ready Shushu went back to Holland. I finally man- 
aged to reach here, along with two other comrades. 
Shushu is not able to come here at the moment. He 
is the only one who does this work. Obviously, it is 
extremely dangerous, but it is the only way we have 
of fighting for our lives under the circumstances.” 

“My parents were deported. Only one of my 
brothers is here. The others are still i: Holland. Many 
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of our comrades were deported. Only when the war 
is over will we know how many are left. Of all the 
comrades in the khalutz center in Amsterdam, I am 
the only one that was saved. It is a terrible feeling to 
have. And yet we must—and -can—go on, for we 
have nothing more than our lives to lose. There must 
be many changes for you, too. It must be beautiful to 
live as a Jew in Palestine now. Are there a great 
many Jews who can use firearms?” 

In another letter she writes: “We [Shushu and 
herself] were together for a few weeks and now we 
are separated again. To my sorrow, it cannot be other- 
wise for us. Shushu travels about a great deal and I 
try to help him from here. His last letter was dated 
the 22nd of December, from Holland. His letter was 
quite optimistic, and as I understand it he should be 
on his way again. When he accomplishes something 
it makes life a little easier to bear. . . .” 

But then a letter reached E——a from Holland. 
“I should like to be able to hold your hand now, for 
we have all suffered a terrible misfortune—the great- 
est that could befall us. 

“Your husband is no longer alive. 

“I can tell you that, if he suffered at all, his suffer- 
ings were brief; he chose death for himself out of 
the most complete inner freedom. I expect that we 
will soon be able to tell you everything we know 
about it. E——a, we are all thinking of you now, but 
you must also think of us—think what a tragedy this 
is for us! I should like to write a great deal more, but 
every word only seems to blur the reality here. I am 
still not strong enough to view this tragedy as he 
would have been able to view it. Now there is only 
one thing that I know: I never knew a man like him. 
Now I know that they could take nothing from him 
and that no one could hurt him. . . . He was the 
purest person that I ever saw. He himself desired this 
final act. He did not return to Holland before the 
others were gone. He had many opportunities of get- 
ting out, but this was out of the question for him. He 
did not want to escape the final sacrifice. He could 
not have done otherwise, for he was fashioned out of 
a single mold, a single mold of steel.” He was trying 
to cross the Dutch-Belgian frontier and committed 
suicide when he was about to be caught, out of the 
fear that he would not be able to withhold the names 
of his comrades under torture. 

“Ever since I came here I have been waiting in 
fear for this news” writes E——a in a letter to 
Shushu’s brother in Palestine. “I knew that he would 
not let himself fall into their hands.” She encloses a 
copy of the letter from the comrades in Holland. “I 
believe that this letter will give you a true picture of 
Shushu, as he really was.” 

* * * 

In all these letters about Shushu, his friend “J” is 
mentioned. “ ‘J’ was a Dutchman,—a non-Jew—who 
sacrificed himself for us.” “I think that no one was 
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closer to him (to Shushu) than J. and J. himself 
had no one closer to him in spirit. I can say this out 
of my own experience, for I felt nearest to Shushu 
when we devoted ourselves whole-heartedly to the 
work in which we discovered each other. This was a 
real personal closeness, in which, for a time, there 
was an element of intimacy, but this grew out of, or 
in, our work. He was only capable of intimacy with 
an absolutely pure person, free of any personal 
bias; that is why he was almost always alone. Hence, 
too, his profound attachment to J.” 

Joachim Simon fell. Often, in these last few years, 
we have wondered about the fate of his friend, the 
non-Jew, “J.” And now, in this appeal to all the 
Palestinians who had their training in Holland, we 
find the answer. 


No details are given concerning “J.”, except his 
mame and occupation: “Jopp, the teacher, of the 
Dutch underground.” But we learn here that he, 
too, did not live to see the day of liberation. The 
Gestapo caught him, too, on his way from one frontier 
to another. He accompanied a group of Dutch khalut- 
zim to the Spanish border and, on the way back, he 
was seized by the same hands as were responsible for 
the death of his Jewish comrade. 

“At the foot of the Pyrenees,” runs the account 
given in Davar, “Jopp made a farewell speech to his 
Jewish comrades—his last speech. ‘May you succeed 
in our difficult journey, and may you build your home- 
land—a homeland for the entire Jewish nation. But 
do not forget that you are bound up with all of 
humanity, something you learned, perhaps, in Hol- 
land. Do not forget us, your non-Jewish comrades.” 

Nations have wallowed in abysses of blood. Classes 
have proved the falsity of all doctrines of their “his- 
torical mission.” History itself seems to have spun 
into a mad dervish dance, and the hollow mockery 
of its laughter beat down upon the heads of its naive 
interpreters. At the foot of the Pyrenees stood a small 
group, exiled and despised, broken and exhausted, 
and suddenly, in the stillness, words rang forth, 
ancient words, new words echoing from silence to 
silence, from one eternity to another, from Mount 
Sinai to the Pyrenees and from the Pyrenees to Mount 
Sinai. 
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The Jewish Children in Europe 


by Julius Brutzkus 


7* IS a truism that a people’s future depends upon 
its children. If so, European Jewry has a gloomy 
future indeed, for the Germans starved Jewish 
children, poisoned them, burned them, or buried 
them alive, with deliberate intent to destroy the whole 
people. In this they were aided by non-German col- 
laborationists. Even in Vichy France special efforts 
were made to seize children for internment, and they 
were the first to be deported. As early as 1941, a 
Starvation camp was set up in Rivesaltes where 
children bereft of their parents were made to die of 
hunger and exposure. In Poland, Lithuania, and the 
Ukraine the extermination was carried out much 
more rapidly and thoroughly. In a single year more 
than a million Jewish children were wiped out, 
while the world stood by in silence. The Red Cross 
did not speak and the governments of Poland, Great 
Britain, the United States, with all their underground 
contacts in the occupied countries, pretended ig- 
norance. The Jews themselves were, as always, op- 
timistic. They had faith in the basic humanity of the 
German people. The Jews in the Warsaw ghetto had 
faith and they did not take up arms until it was com- 
pletely hopeless; the American Jews had faith, and 
they did not realize the truth until after the most 
horrible massacre in all of human history was an 
irretrievable fact. 

Hitler had not made a secret of his extermination 
plans, which he repeatedly mentioned in his speeches. 
As early as November 1938, an article in the Elite 
Guard paper Das Schwarze Korps outlined methods 
for segregating Jews in ghettos, depriving them of 
food, demoralizing them by oppression, and anni- 
hilating them as “criminals” and “outlaws.” This is 
the scheme which was carried out in detail, and might 
have ended with the total destruction of European 
Jewry, had not the rapid advance of the Allied armies 
saved a small remnant of survivors. Among these 
there were hardly any children in the Eastern coun- 
tries, because children had no labor value in the 
German economic calculations and consequently 
were destroyed at once. 

Thus we find virtually no Jewish children at all 
in Poland, Lithuania, Bielo-Russia, or the Ukraine. 
In some miraculous way, a few thousand children, 
more dead than alive, were able to survive the huge 
camp of Bergen-Belsen in central Germany. Rather 
more surviving children have been found in the 
Western European countries, where the Gentile pop- 
ulation adopted a far different attitude to Jews than 
in Central or Eastern Europe. Many Frenchmen, 
Netherlanders, and Belgians literally risked their 
lives to hide Jewish children. The clergy distinguished 
themselves particularly in this work. 


In France, child rescue work was systematically 
planned and conducted under the guidance of Jewish 
organizations, notably OSE, with the help of the 
French underground. Children were placed in the 
villages and small towns with French families, and 
teachers of the OSE staff visited them regularly and 
brought them food, or smuggled them to safety in 
other countries. In their consecrated work six teachers 
were shot, one was burned alive, and twenty-four 
were deported. Only two of the deportees ever re- 
turned. Their efforts resulted in the rescue of about 
6,000 children in France. Some of these children 
are still in the homes of French families, from which 
they are being gradually released. Very often money 
is lacking to set up homes under Jewish auspices for 
these children. Altogether the OSE has 18 orphans’ 
homes, housing 2,000 children in France. In addition, 
OSE extends aid to 3400 children with deported 
parents. In nine out of ten of such cases, the child’s 
father had been deported or shot and the mother 
is bringing up her children with the aid of the 
medical and social service facilities of Jewish or- 
ganizations. There are 35 polyclinics of this sort in 
Paris and in the larger provincial cities. 

In Belgium too a Jewish organization was ac- 
tive during the war in rescue work and, with the 
aid of the Gentile population and particularly of 
certain modest Catholic parish priests, saved about 
3,000 children from the Germans. In Holland a 
students’ organization was successful in hiding 1100 
children .It would not be far wrong if we were to 
estimate the total number of surviving Jewish 
children in Western Europe at about 30,000. The 
only other part of Europe with a substantial number 
of Jewish children are the Danubian countries of 
Hungary and Rumania. Many of the survivors have 
suffered severely in health and emotional balance. 
They need careful and devoted supervision and edu- 
cation in the coming years by a staff of trained 
pedagogical and medical personnel. Almost half of 
the surviving children are orphaned of both father 
and mother. It is up to philanthropic or public agen- 
cies to care for them. 

* * * 

During the war very few people seemed to be 
concerned with the fate of the unfortunate Jewish 
children. Today, however, there are many who take 
an interest in them. France, for example, now feels 
that it has too few children i in its total population, 
and there seems to be an inclination to claim Jewish 
children as French government wards, Considerable 
attention has been devoted in the public press ta 
the incident of 92 children who were removed from 
the care of the Jewish organization OSE in Paris. 
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These children, not even French by birth or citizen- 
ship, were admitted into the country from their 
temporary refuge abroad to be placed in an institu- 
tion maintained by OSE. A thousand children were 
to be admitted but only half that number actually 
did arrive. Of these, 92 were suddenly claimed by 
the government to be placed in a home maintained 
by a non-sectarian organization which would bring 
them up as Frenchmen. The public scandal which 
was caused thereby had its effect and the matter 
has now been settled; the children were to be brought 
up in homes maintained by OSE. 

Difficulties have also arisen in sending children 
to Palestine. Most of the surviving youngsters, even 
those whose parents were aliens, were born in France 
and are thus regarded as French citizens. With its 
declining population France is not eager to see its 
citizens emigrate. Nevertheless after much effort 
it proved possible to send a first group of 312 or- 
phan children to be reunited with their relatives in 
Palestine, thanks, to a great extent, to the aid of 
the French Senator Justin Godart, President of OSE. 

Bulgaria and the Soviet Union have also laid 
claim to Jewish orphans. The efforts of Soviet repre- 
sentatives to induce Jewish children, who had been 
brought by heroic rescuers to Palestine, to return 
to the Soviet Union have had unpleasant repercus- 
sions in the press. 


Complications of this sort have arisen not only 
with governments. Even more difficult, if anything, 
is the problem with respect to Catholic institutions 
or private persons who refuse to return children 
given into their charge during the difficult period 
of the war. Legally, the only way in which they can 
be compelled to do so, is to find a relative of the 
child who will demand custody. Very often, how- 
ever, we do not even know the names of these 
young children or of their parents or relatives. Yet, 
there are some government officials and clergymen 
who themselves realize, or can be convinced of the 
injustice of holding back such children from the 
Jewish community. 

* * * 


On the general question of what is to be done 
with Jewish orphans who have no near relatives 
in Europe, public opinion with very few exceptions 
favors sending them to Palestine, where they will 
find a friendly reception and be integrated securely 
in the Jewish community. However, we still do not 
know what will be the attitude of the Power in 
control of the Jewish homeland, which at this date 
still keeps its doors firmly locked. Will Great Britain 
pity the lot of the unhappy children or will it per- 
sist in its gruesome and cold-hearted policy? If im- 
migration to Palestine continues to be suspended 
for many years, we will have to seek homes for 
these children in other places as well, where there 
is some hope of a secure future. At this moment, 
while straining all our energy to break open the 
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paths to Palestine, we cannot reject out of hand 
such a proposal as has come, for example, from 
Australian Jews, who have already obtained visas 
and maintenance for 300 Jewish orphans. 

Until the question of emigration is settled, we 
are still faced with the problem of educating these 
children, whether they are in institutions or in the 
homes of the widows or relatives. For the time 
being these expenses are being borne by Jewish 
organizations, chiefly the Joint Distribution Com- 
mittee. It is indispensable, however, that the gov- 
ernments and municipalities give the same support 
to Jewish ‘institutions as they do to Christian, and 
aid Jewish orphans as they do other war victims. 
Until this policy is generally adopted, the situation 
remains a difficult one, particularly, in France, Bel- 
gium, Rumania and Hungary. The children have 
neither shoes nor clothing. In France alone, OSE 
has the addresses of 5,000 children for whom it 
is seeking foster parents, who will send them parcel 
post packages, as from one family to another or one 
child to another,—a method which is already being 
pracitsed by Christian organizations. The chief con- 
cern of all relief agencies at this moment is to pro- 
vide for these children through the next winter. 

In comparison with these questions of life and 
death, of sound health or maiming disease, it is 
difficult to understand the heat and passion with 
which so many are now debating the precise meth- 
ods of educating the surviving children. Some hold 
out for strict orthodox and religious education, ac- 
cording to age-old tradition. Others demand a train- 
ing based upon the true doctrine as received from 
Marx through various and often opposed channels. 
This conflict leads only to confusion and ill will. 
People forget that in France, for example, the 
children are obliged to attend public school and 
that Jewish subjects can be taught them only in 


‘supplementary lessons, where a minimum curricu- 


lum of Jewish history, and Hebrew for those who 
intend to go to Palestine, or Yiddish for those who 
intend to remain in Europe, must be provided. The 
institutions themselves observe the Sabbath and holi- 
days and the dietary laws. To try to set up special 
programs in the name of political interests or re- 
ligious parties, is to do the children a great injustice. 


The task today is to save the remainder of Euro- 
pean Jewry, particularly its children. Even before 
the war, conditions were such that the number of 
Jewish children was steadily decreasing in the 
Western countries. We were gradually becoming 
an old and declining people. Now the relatively 
young and vigorous Jewish communities of Poland, 
Lithuania, and the Ukraine, the sound stock of the 
Jewish people, has been cut off. There have been 
preserved only small groups of Jewish children in 
a ravaged Europe. They deserve to have their own 
interests considered as paramount in determining 
their future. 
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In Memory of Ber! 


by Ben Halpern 


ERL KATZENELSON was himself an extraor- 

dinarily intuitive and illuminating interpreter of 
personalities. He was, one might say, a connoisseur 
of the moral qualities of men. The young people of 
Palestine were drawn irresistibly by his warm and 
sympathetic intelligence and his great personal 
charm. Through a profound and intimate human 
understanding, through a great power for friendship, 
he not only exercised pervasive influence upon his 
milieu, but, one feels, he most truly realized himself. 
His series of sketches of the leading men of his gen- 
eration form a moving gallery of portraits, in which, 
at the same time, the inner motives of the history of 
his period are brought to clear focus, and the organic 
form and quintessential character of his individual 
subjects find an expression which seems inevitable. 
On this, the first anniversary of his death, one can 
therefore do no better than to follow Berl Katzenel- 
son’s own advice to those who wish to commemorate 
the departed: “What flesh and blood can do is a very 
small, simple thing: to etch deeper in our hearts the 
memory of those who have gone, and communicate 
it to others, so far as it can be communicated.” 

This task is both easy and very difficult. It is an 
easy and a pleasant thing to return to that singular 
personality, so whole and rounded in its singularity, 
and so ideally representative of his singular genera- 
tion. There is so much marked character, such deep 
contours in them both—the man and his society— 
that one cannot miss stimulation in exploring them. 
The difficulty is in trying to communicate to others 
not only the outer features but the inner necessities 
which formed those characters: Why had they to do 
what they did? What meaning was there in it, that 
we today can recognize and that can give significance 
to what they were? 

* * * 

Berl Katzenelson and his comrades of the Second 
Aliya in Palestine have been, in a sense, the victims 
of their own success. Through them, incredible things 
came to pass. They were the first to succeed beyond 
question in turning city-bred young Jews from prob- 
able professionals and middlemen into life-long farm- 
laborers; and this success was the critical victory of 
the whole Palestine resettlement movement. 

The few thousand young settlers of the Second 
Aliya in the decade before the first World War were 
as the nail upon whose loss might have turned the 
loss of a kingdom. Already hardy and high-spirited 
predecessors, beginning some twenty-five years be- 
fore, had come armed with deep enthusiasm and un- 
bending courage. Ill-success had quenched their last 


flame of enthusiasm; and of their courage little more 
remained than the inertia of a sullen and embittered 
hopelessness. They remained in Palestine, their estates 
farmed by Arab share-croppers, solely out of a 
curdled remains of sentiment; but they sent their sons 
abroad to seek better prospects. When these new 
young idealists came from the Europe of 1905 to 
take up with even greater quixotism than their own 
the challenge which had all but defeated them, the 
older settlers (with only a few exceptions) received 
the tenderfeet with derision and ill-concealed resent- 
ment. 

The disheartening communal atmosphere and the 
inherent difficulties of their undertaking eventually 
caused the greater portion of the pioneers who came 
in 1905-10 to leave Palestine. But the few hundred 
staunch survivors of that band made the crucial dif- 
ference, and laid secure foundations for the full-scale, 
stable community which could then be built up in 
Palestine after the first World War. If the Second 
Aliya had failed in the same measure as did the First, 
it is hard to imagine whence would have come the 
spirit and élan which Zionism needed to initiate the 
Third Aliya. Once the Second Aliya had trodden out 
the way, those who followed and emulated them con- 
tinued in their paths, and made completely certain an 
incredible accomplishment: they reversed, in the case 
of Palestine, one of the few iron rules of social move- 
ments—that the trend of migration is from the coun- 
try to the city, and from the poor to the rich territory. 


The men of the Second Aliya also laid down and 
successfully tested the basic forms of socialist rural 
colonization in Palestine: the agricultural commune 
and smallholders’ cooperative settlement, and the 
trade union and cooperative mutual aid organization 
of agricultural workers. Some details of these com- 
prehensive innovations have been duplicated else- 
where, but nowhere has such radical daring animated 
social pioneers. 


The men of the Second Aliya not only defied the 
conventional assumptions of bourgeois and capitalist 
society, which think to confine the possibilities of 
“human nature” to those meager limits that rigid 
training and the checks and balances of a mechani- 
cally patterned social system have imposed upon us. 
Such defiance, especially if it were issued only in 
manifestoes, political programs, and the like, would 
have been no more than fashionable in the radical 
Russian circles of that time. But the Second Aliya 
also defied the fashionable radical dogmas—which 
required a far rarer form of daring: the ability to 
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suffer not prison or persecution, but the ridicule and 
arrogant contempt of the avant garde. 

They were ethical and Utopian socialists at a time 
when rigid “scientific” determinism ruled the roost. 
They ignored the “authorities,” nevertheless, and set 
up within not only a capitalist but a colonial society, 
socialist cells which have lasted and grown. They 
obeyed the ethical demands of their conscience, 
which urged that if socialism was good it ought to be 
practised; and without either a majority vote of the 
world in its favor or the authority of a proletarian 
dictatorship, they realized socialism for themselves in 
a far more complete form than is likely to be 
achieved in the near future by those who by now en- 
joy the above-mentioned prerequisites. 

All this is familiar enough, but it has not stimu- 
lated any particular interest in the psychology and 
motivation of the pioneers who had such a startling 
success. If anything, it has tended rather to stifle the 
curiosity which their striking individuality of char- 
acter might in itself have aroused. A success so con- 
trary to reasonable expectation repels the ordinary 
inquirer, particularly when it occurs in a tiny country 
far away, and under conditions not easily paralleled. 
The normal cautious mind is easily led by these con- 
siderations to discount the general significance of 
such a demonstration—with, certainly, much justice, 
for what happened in Palestine was unquestionably a 
unique case and not easily to be transplanted. The 
attitude is like the general lack of interest in the 
inner mechanics of sleight-of-hand or magic shows: 
the audience is sure that there is a catch to it some- 
where, and therefore does not feel obliged to try to 
understand. 

In the case of the labor settlement in Palestine and 
its builders, there is an additional reason for the gen- 
eral tendency to ignore the inner facts of their moti- 
vation. There are some who are aware not only of 
the accomplishments but of somewhat of the ideas of 
the Second Aliya. While the accomplishments com- 
pel their sympathy and admiration, what they discern 
of the ideas strikes them as a reproach and an offense. 
Zionists of the usual type, and Jews generally, take 
pride in the pioneering achievements of the Second 
Aliya, and of the khalutzim who later followed in its 
footsteps; but when they approach closer to the un- 
derlying conceptions, they sense in them something 
disquieting. Already some of the leading figures of 
the Second Aliya have been charged with anti-Sem- 
itic bias, because in fact they turned with revulsion 
and scorn from the Jewish society of the Diaspora of 
their time. 

But, in general, the reaction of Zionists to the 
Second Aliya has not been one of critical scrutiny. It 
has taken the form of praising what the Second Aliya 
did, and avoiding any inquiry into why they did it. 
For, a closer and more inward acquaintance with the 
Second Aliya might entail, for many Zionists and 





JEWISH FRONTIER 


socialists alike, a painful challenge to the way in 
which they conduct themselves in regard to their 
“ideals.” 

* * * 

There is no denying that a dominant motive in the 
life of Berl Katzenelson before he left for Palestine 
at the age of twenty-two was a deep anxiety about the 
future—his own future and the future of the Jews. 
From the age of fourteen, when he made his preco- 
cious debut as an active participant in the political 
debates and secret activities of the Russian Jewish 
intelligentsia, Berl was filled with fears so intense 
and, above all, so “impractical,” that they would 
surely, from the generally accepted point of view, be 
classified as neurotic. What strange preoccupations 
worried at him! 

In a long autobiographical essay, Berl Katzenelson 
relates how at about fifteen years of age he first met 
two of the comrades who later came with him as 
pioneers to Palestine during the Second Aliya. 

“It was a queer encounter. . . . I had come to a party 
conference, and it was indeed an excellent conference; 
with weighty theoretical orations, and a new banner. On 
the way home from the conference (I had spoken there, 
with great success, and was leaving in a very melancholy 
state of mind), two boys, who had undoubtedly come to 
take in the occasion, were riding in the same coach. As 
a matter of fact, they were of my own age. They sang 
some songs and spoke in ardent tones, partly in Yiddish, 
partly in Hebrew. I watched them and wondered what 
would become of boys like that. I myself would somehow 
find my way, but boys like that—it was clear that they 
would be lost! . . . that they could quote a Hebrew verse, 
or sing a Hebrew song—all that would be taken away.” 
Elsewhere in the same essay Berl remarks, in pass- 

ing: “Generally, suicides because of having despaired 
of Zionism were not rare occurrences at that time.” 
The young men of the Zionist movement in fin de 
siecle Russia, especially those few who came to grips 
with the exciting intellectual and political challenge 
of the radical and revolutionary movements, were 
forced to see their best and nearest comrades weaken 
under the pressure of overwhelming intellectual op- 
position, and desert the ranks. A few, however, like 
Berl, were so strongly rooted in their Jewish emo- 
tional attachments that they could not accept a judg- 
ment that Hebrew was a dead language; that the 
Jewish masses were merely an incident in the general 
revolutionary effort, and had no special problems or 
interests of their own worthy of attention; that their 
sufferings would be redeemed by the salvation pro- 
vided for others. 

It was essentially motives of pride which lay be- 
neath the fierce loyalty of the Second Aliya. The Jew- 
ish pride of Berl Katzenelson and his fellows was 
driven, undoubtedly in the train of the circumstances 
of his life, to extremes which to many must have 
seemed fantastic. 


“I was seventeen years old when I went through the 
pogrom in Smaile, and it was my assignment (we were 
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all members of the Self Defense Corps, of course) to 

supply arms to that neighborhood. But the truth was that 

I was not content with self-defense alone. I believed that 

Jews should do what the Social Revolutionaries did for 

the Russian Revolution—they ought to retaliate with 

acts of vengeance.” 

It would be contrary to Berl’s whole skeptical make- 
up to believe that terrorism and acts of vengeance 
were effective ways to end pogroms. (Even at that 
age, as he relates, he was already unable to bind him- 
self to party programs, and had picked up, examined, 
and dropped in rapid succession all the radical ortho- 
doxies and splinter-orthodoxies of his time.) Rather 
were the acts of vengeance he desired a sort of cate- 
gorical imperative of national and personal pride— 
of that dormant sense of honor which Bialik’s flam- 
ing indictment of his people after the Kishinev pog- 
rom had touched to the quick. 

The extreme and peculiar scrupulousness of Berl’s 
personal pride is illustrated by another story which 
occurs in his reminiscences. It is well known with 
what aversion Jews (as well as many non-Jews) re- 
garded all the official institutions of Czarist Russia, 
and how especially they abhorred the idea of service 
in the Czarist army. In this connection, the following 
passage from Berl’s reminiscences, on the circum- 
stances of his al#ya to Palestine, is highly revealing: 

“I had determined that I must not evade being called 
up for military service—for the impression had already 
been spread that many people were emigrating to Pales- 
tine at that time not out of the impulse of a £halutz but 
because of the Russo-Japanese war. They did not wish to 
serve, and therefore fled to Palestine. And, as a matter of 
fact, there were such cases. I thought that in the first 
place it was not fitting to evade military service. Secondly, 
I couldn’t allow my mother to be fined on my account. 
In Russia at that time the parents of any boy who fled to 
avoid military service had to pay a three hundred ruble 
fine. Therefore I made up my mind .. . to submit to mili- 
tary service; afterwards I might perhaps desert.” 
Possessed with pride of this sort, and with such 

deep-rooted family and tribal loyalties, it was inevi- 
table that Katzenelson and his comrades should be un- 
able to accept the easy “cosmopolitanism” of Jewish 
radical circles, a “cosmopolitanism” which in truth 
meant no more than adhesion to the great Russian 
people and abandonment of the poor Jewish folk. 
Berl expressed his own views on the “traditional” and 
the “advanced” Jew in the following excerpts from 
and commentary on a brochure by his older contem- 
porary and teacher, Nachman Syrkin: 

“The life of the Jews in exile, in general, is full of con- 
tradictions. They stem from the trials to which Jews are 
subject. But life in the exile has also trained a type of 
Jew who can endure those trials... . Syrkin was full of 
respect for the ghetto Jew because of his inner strength, 
his firmness and obstinacy, his refusal to submit. ‘The 
ghetto Jew was not ashamed and wore with dignity his 
Jewishness before the eyes of the world—in his language, 
his raiment, his manners and his way of life.’ . . . 

“When Jews obtained their emancipation, their equal 


rights, it was not without cost. They paid for it the full 
price of falsehood to self and national betrayal. 
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“Whereas Jews had once regarded themselves as the 
center of creation, the alpha and omega of world history, 
they now began to deride and mock themselves, to de- 
spise themselves innerly to such a degree as not even 
their bitterest enemies had dared to do before! The 
‘emancipated,’ freed Jews flew to the banquet table of 
capitalism to taste of all good things. Anything which 
was an inner impediment in adapting to the new en- 
vironment, anything which still smacked of a separate 
Jewish existence was thrown overboard like unnecessary 
ballast. Advantage combined with ‘reason’ to recommend 
scrapping the outmoded Jewish heritage and dissolving 
painlessly in the ocean of mankind. The Jewish dowr- 
geoiste ‘sacrificed Jewish nationalism with all its hopes 
and ideals, so as to be able to promenade freely—unen- 
cumbered by the Jewish burden—in the capitalist 
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bourse’. 


What Syrkin expressed in these words about the 
Jewish bourgeoisie, which had lost the pride of its 
ancestors and now despised itself, Katzenelson and 
his circle also felt about the “cosmopolitan” Jewish 
intelligentsia. But his pride found no less offense in 
the traditional Jewry and in the Zionism of his time. 
He could not tolerate the narrowness of both the one 
and the other as they turned their eyes away from the 
storms of social change which were rising around 
them. Where there was a fight for general justice, 
duty demanded that one participate, whether the par- 
ticular plight of Jews could be basically met by its 
outcome or not. The blind optimism, as Katzenelson 
felt, of traditional and Zionist circles, their bland put- 
tering with ineffective small remedies for the collapse 
of the whole of Jewry in the Diaspora, also drove 
him to despair. Or so they would have done, had he 
not determined to rebuild his own and the people's 
life anew in Palestine. 

Katzenelson and his group, of course, had eco- 
nomic, political, sociological, and historical theories, 
pointing to the necessity of a concentrated settlement 
in Palestine for the survival and rebirth of the Jewish 
people. But it was not confidence in these theories, 
not dogmatic faith, which impelled them to go to 
Palestine. Theirs was no Children’s Crusade. They 
went rather grimly than in exaltation. Berl Katzenel- 
son relates that his own final decision to go was 
reached after an experience as a Hebrew teacher. He 
had come to the conclusion that the attempt to teach 
Hebrew to children in the type of school he had ob- 
served was doomed to failure, and advised putting 


the time to other uses. 

“At that time another teacher, a member of the So- 
ciety for Popular Enlightenment and a Bundist, opposed 
to Hebrew as a dead language, came to me. He said: I 
have heard about you, I know what you are doing, and 
I am happy to see you. We are comrades and believe in 
the same thing. I replied to him: God forbid, I am not 
your comrade. You rejoice at the decline of Hebrew; I 
lament it. 

“My experience in Vilna with that group of Hebrew 
writers, and my conversation with the Bundist peda- 
gogue, determined my destiny. On that day I reached my 
final decision—both about Hebrew and Palestine. I say 
once more: I came not out of Zionist conviction, but 
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out of humiliation, out of stubbornness, out of revulsion 
at the prospect of sharing the fate of that generation, 


which did not even have the strength to die honorably.” 
* * * 


To the end of his days Berl Katzenelson retained 
his respect for the free and sincere personality, for 
motives of honor and pride. He trusted in these qual- 
ities far more than in cold conviction or dogmatic 
enthusiasm. Faith, he would seem to have believed, 
comes more fittingly after achievement than before it. 

In a talk to a group of young leaders of youth 
groups, he said these words: 

“Faith is a great and deep matter, but proclamations 
about faith cannot themselves produce it. By demanding 
faith from another, we shall not ignite the fire of faith 
in his heart. 

“Happy are they who have faith! But is self-inspired 
conviction or easy-bought belief which proclaims itself 
as faith capable of inspiring other people with genuine, 
true faith?” 

“And if one says, ‘I believe’—does he thereby answer 
all the questions which gnaw at the heart of everyone 
who bears within him the grief of man in our time and 
the pain of Jewish suffering in the world of today? 

“We often hear of the wonders of faith and the bliss 
of the believer. No doubt people know whereof they 
speak. But it seems to me that the plight of a true be- 
liever, whose faith—whatever it may be—is not a mere 
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duty of convention, is not an easy one, either. If one 
believes in a living God who judges the world with 
mercy, is he not now compelled to tear down Heaven 
with his outcry? And if one holds his sociological or 
political views as a faith (and it is in this regard that 
we are now challenged to believe), he cannot but feel 
that his convictions are under severe strain today. He 
must demand of his views an answer, an answer of life 
and death, to his questioning and doubt. 

“Perhaps Micah the Morashtite was right, when he 
demanded that faith ‘walk humbly.’ 

“And if one has really been graced with faith, has he 
the right to demand of others that they believe as he does? 
Can we ask of the youth-leader, standing at the begin- 
ning of his way, that he have as firm convictions as our 
comrades of the Second Aliya? . .. Not everyone has had 
the good fortune of our fruitful, fortifying experience 
in Palestine, which teaches us to regard every ill event 
as something passing and to be able to say, whatever the 
situation: ‘Thou hast sown a seed—be of good heart!’ 
Let us not forget that we live in a time when even firm 
trees have been uprooted from their bed. There is cer- 
tainty only in the menace which surrounds us on every 
side. We are threatened by concrete dangers. Consola- 
tion? That each one of us must find in his own heart— 
and that requires stern effort.” 


He was not altogether right. There are many who 
will find it in Berl, in his living memory and example, 
if they have the courage to seek it there. 


Talks to Youth 


by Berl Katzenelson 


This article is excerpted from a discussion with 
youth leaders on the problems of their educational 
work. 


Me HAS been said here of confusion, of 
soe ideological uncertainty. The complaint has 
been made that confusion can be found not only 
among the youth but among their leaders as well, 
and some would deny the right of all who admit to 
confusion to be youth leaders. One of you has said, 
“A youth leader who wavers in his Socialist belief is 
unworthy of his position.” In the words of another, 
“A leader who is unsure of his belief in the immor- 
tality of Israel forfeits his right as an educator.” 
Those who speak thus undoubtedly believe them- 
selves armed against all uncertainty. I do not wish to 
conceal from you the fact that I have no right to 
boast of my own armor. I am no better than my 
brothers. I am not secured against confusion. We 
must hope that a man at any rate will not conceal his 
uncertainty from himself. 

Why should we not be confused? 

We have seen the best of human ideals—the cul- 
tural distillation of generations—smashed, desecrated, 
and defiled. Is it possible for us not to be confused? 

Our generation of men who inherited the values of 


science, humanism, liberalism, democracy, who dis- 
covered the flaws of those ideals and sought their cor- 
rection in a socialist creed to which they zealously 
clung, and now, in their own lifetime, find disillusion- 
ment in all the advocates and champions of socialism 
itself—should they not be confused? 


Our generation, which has regarded itself as a 
higher stage, in humanity’s uphill climb, of under- 
standing, heroism, freedom, and now sees man en- 
slaved and afraid, in the depths of abomination, see 
him false and treacherous and superstitious—liter- 
ally as it is written, “And the glory of man has sunk” 
—-should we not feel beaten and insulted? Even he 
who has saved his own soul from the pit—has he not 
the right to be confused? 

Our generation of men who fought under the ban- 
ner of national liberation, who believed in the liber- 
ating force of the national idea, and now see what 
nations have made of their freedom, how they have 
falsified the values of their liberators, what a carica- 
ture they have made of the national idea—should 
they not now be confused? 

Our generation of men who believed in the work- 
ing class, believed that it was the /ast class, that in 
doing away with all classes it would eliminate every 
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form of slavery and privilege, and would create the 
conditions for the rise of a free, brave, and equalita- 
tian humanity, today see class impulses run riot in 
extremes of distortion, and the class idea wielding a 
power which negates all promises and ridicules al! 
values. Why should they not be confused? Have 
they not been mortally stricken? 

When I see a man walking among us as though he 
had the solution to every question and every blunder, 
or as though he had in his pocket a new “Guide for 
the Perplexed,” or for that matter as though he had 
no need for any such thing since his lucid understand- 
ing knows no confusion, I am afraid he dwells in a 
world apart and not in our vale of tears, with its cata- 
clysms and torments and ravaged hopes—unless it is 
simply that he feeds himself on banalities, which are 
able to straighten out the most crooked line. I con- 
fess a restless, groping, confused soul is dearer to me 
than one which is still unstained and secure in its 
pristine truths. 

We are all beset by the desire to see world occur- 
rences in the light of our wishes. It has been said that 
the wish is father to the thought. As one among 
many examples, let me cite the eager explanation of 
France’s downfall. Here, it is said, is striking evidence 
that only the Right went along with Petain. The ex- 
planation has logic and tickles one’s self-assurance. 
But should the conscious intellectual, who is not out 
for easy solutions, be satisfied with this unqualified 
explanation? Was not Mandel one of the Right? Did 
not the French working-class contain people who 
helped rip to tatters the flag of French freedom? Was 
there no leftist Petainism? Had not the French com- 
munists, ardent patriots at Moscow’s command, acted 
like Petain even before he came to power? Didn’t 
they have a hand in France’s catastrophic capitulation 
to Hitler? 

* * * 

It has been stated that we have youth leaders who 
have gone as far as to suggest the abolition of study- 
circles on socialism. Others urge the opposite: pre- 
cisely at this moment, when the lights are out and the 
world is engulfed in blackness, we must have even 
more “courses in socialism.” 

The question is not whether to teach, but how to 
teach. For our youth living in workers’ setttlements, 
in moshavei ovdim, in kvutzot and kibbutzim, pre- 
paring for a life of labor as citizens of our country’s 
pioneering workers’ community, socialism is no 
formal subject to be included or eliminated from a 
course of study. These youths* have not come to us 
from palaces remote from the woes and conflicts of 
the world. They were born and grew up in the very 
midst of the world crisis, and many of these young 
people have endured upon their bodies what many 
older than they can not conceive with their intellects. 


* The children and youth of the Youth Aliya, whose instruc- 
tion was the subject of the conference. 
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They have lived through need and terror and the vic- 
tory of savage men. In some bright corner of their 
souls lives a yearning for the opposite of this, their 
heritage. From the very moment these youths come 
to the country to live among workers, they breathe 
the air of socialist aspiration, expressed not in mere 
lip service but in actual deed. And were there not a 
single leader to lead them, this is the life they would 
go on living, and these the questions they would ask. 

Under these circumstances we must ask: Towards 
what should the leader educate them? What are to 
be the essence and methods of “studying socialism”? 
Is there a human society anywhere in the world so 
near to socialist realization as the community in 
which the Youth Aliya is being brought up? What is 
to be the source of socialist concepts which the leader 
will hand on to his charges? Will he find them in the 
depths of this community, with its living and docu- 
mented values, or in imported nostrums? 

Have the youth leaders considered what should be 
the character of these “courses in socialism”? Have 
they thought about the text-books? Look well into 
the conventional texts. Which of them are suitable as 
guide books for the path our youth is taking? In 
which of the most popular texts of instruction (we 
have a particular inclination to utilize books that 
were popular back in the youth of our present teach- 
ers’ teachers) can we find support, unless it is ter- 
minological support we want, or the thread that 
will lead us through the unhappy labyrinth of the 
twentieth century, or an explanation of the events of 
the past generation, of the downfall of democracy, of 
the defeat of the workers, of all the revolutionary 
transformations culminating in the Hitler-Stalin pact? 
If history flowed in the channels marked out by these 
books, we should be living in another world today! 

We speak so glibly of “studying socialism,” as 
though one were to say, “Let’s sit down and memo- 
rize this or that book.” Nor does it occur to anyone to 
ask whether the books from which our generation 
will have to learn what it must know and do, have 
yet been written. The educator today is asked ques- 
tions, by his students as well as himself, for which 
these wonderfully clever books have no answers, and 
which indeed they may not even have thought of ask- 
ing. For these profoundly great books (as well as the 
lesser and superficial ones to which they have given 
birth) were written in the light of the triumphal 
march of human culture, of democratic society and 
the working man. But from the root of Garibaldi 
there grew Mussolini, and Stalin emerged from the 
heart of the Russian Revolution. Is it possible for us 
not to try to understand the character and ultimate 
source of this “historic calamity”? And is not this the 
question which agitates the man of our time more 
than economic or social formulae repeated by rote 
and unaltered for decades? Do those canonized for- 
mulae contain the answer to this question? 
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A suggestion has been made to study the “under- 
ground movement.” It is a good suggestion. The 
theme is a concrete one. In our time it is easy to 
understand the ardent motivation behind the sugges- 
tion. From the romantic-heroic standpoint these are 
magnificent chapters of history, as are all the chap- 
ters about people who have sacrificed themselves for 
their convictions, from Jeremiah to the sanctifiers of 
the Lord and the martyrs of science, of national lib- 
eration and of socialism. The early saints tortured for 
Christianity in its period of martyrdom were heroes, 
as were those tortured by Christianity in its period of 
conquest and supremacy. But if it is the intention of 
these studies not only to provide examples of the 
power of zealots which is rooted in faith and endures 
misfortune while condemning the torturers, but also 
an historical moral, an ideological “insurance” 
against despair and blundering, we must ask, is it 
possible? Did the test of endurance to which the 
underground movement in Germany was put at the 
time of Bismarck’s anti-socialist laws save the Ger- 
man socialist movement after the underground 
period? And did the prolonged trials of sacrifice- 
laden and heroic Russian socialism save the revolu- 
tion from civil war, rivers of blood, chains, treachery 
—from a new underground movement?.Did the 
heroic underground movement of the P.P.S. save a 
liberated Poland? Did the underground movement 
of Jewish workers in Russia, Lithuania, and Poland, 
for all its revolutionary romance and ecstasy extend- 
ing to masses of people, save the Jewish worker from 
his miserable social destiny, his social impotence, 
and bond-slavery in the midst of revolution? Is 
an underground movement itself any guarantee 
against fundamental fallacies and perilous mistakes? 
Then, have we the right, after all these misfortunes 
that we and the world have gone through, to play a 
game of romantic admiration with our youth instead 
of giving them the bread of ideological, political, 
social, and cultural critique? Must we not also learn 
the practical lessons of the theories and attitudes 
which dominate an underground movement? Have 
we the right simply to say of all these chapters of 
history, which contain seeds of the good and the 
beautiful, together with the seeds of our mistakes 
and misfortunes, “Go thou and do likewise”? 

* * * 

We have been speaking about the strength of fas- 
cism in our time, and of its penetration into the soul 
of the youth. The demand was made that “We must 
study fascism.” I doubt not that we must get to know 
about fascism, to study it deeply. We must meet it 
not only as an external enemy bent on destroying us, 
but also as an enemy within, threatening our very 
souls. There is no community in the world which 
hasn’t its own “fifth column” undermining its sup- 
ports from within. Nor are we free of it. And though 
our “fifth column” has no chance of conquering and 
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enslaving us, it has not given up the hope of injuring 
and destroying us. Our “fifth column” is waiting for 
the external occurrence which will give it the oppor- 
tunity to seize important positions. The “fifth col- 
umn” expresses itself in various ways among us. Yes, 
it unquestionably gives us something to study. 

But the question is, “How shall we study fas- 
cism?” Is it studying to repeat the propagandistic 
phrases that have been circulating among us for 
some eighteen years, without reexamination in the 
light of recent events and the latest manifestations of 
fascism? We continually parrot the memorized, banal 
interpretations of fascism as a capitalistic machina- 
tion. With that do we drain its essence, do we really 
get a true picture of the thing, are we strengthened 
against it and its inherent dangers? 

Of what value today are all these words about 
fascism as the servant of capitalism and the hand- 
maid of the big land-owners? It is true that fascism, 
as long as it was thought necessary, sold itself to cap- 
italism, like a conscienceless charlatan out to get 
what he wants by selling himself to a rich widow, in 
order to inherit her wealth through erotic bribery, or 
a hatchet, or a combination of the two. Bourgeois 
circles were deluded by fascism and handed over their 
power, in the foolish hope that fascism would win 
political power while leaving them the factual con- 
trol, and the profits. But had not fascism before that 
deluded masses of workers, unemployed, peasants, 
artisans and proletarian poets and authors, as well as 
revolutionary youth? Had they not sacrified their 
souls to fascism—without which it could not have 
attained power? 

What significance have banal terms such as “con- 
servative” and “reactionary” with respect to fascism, 
after its unmasking as a revolutionary-destructive 
force prepared to exterminate capitalism and democ- 
racy should they dare to ignore its commands, but 
prepared also to make peace with them—and even 
with bolshevism—lest they interfere with the drive 
toward world conquest? 

We think we are engaged in socialist education 
when we discuss fascism in the same terms we used 
in its swaddling-cloth days, when we enumerate its 
crimes as though it were some sort of pick-pocket. 
Fascism, after all, is no longer a young outlaw move- 
ment. We see it before our eyes in all its horrible 
shape. It has lifted its axe over everything dear to 
us. It aims to destroy human conscience itself. For 
it, the concept of sin does not exist, nor do the values 
of human life and human liberty exist. It lives by its 
own law, it works for its own goal. It has attained 
what no other movement has ever fully attained: the 
complete unity of means and ends. There is no con- 
flict between them. For fascism the lie and the abomi- 
nation and terror and murder and sadism and the 
degradation of the human form are not devices. They 
are its goal. 
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Mention has been made of a harmful manifestation 
among the youth, its admiration of fascism’s power— 
the power of decision and of deed. I consider this the 
most disquieting manifestation, not actually because 
of its possible political consequences, but primarily 
because of the light it sheds upon the physiognomy 
of our younger generation. In admiration of the iron 
heel grinding us into the ground I see revealed a 
form of ugly assimilation, or worse—a flaw in char- 
acter, a quality of slavishness. I am afraid this quality 
hounds us even in our homeland. 

I certainly do not condone any kind of assimila. 
tion, no matter how lofty its aims. The people of my 
generation who found the way back to Palestine had 
first to break down every barrier of liberal and so- 
cialist assimilation, and grapple with it until they 
fully overcame it within themselves. We did not con- 
ceal the sin of assimilation even when we honored 
its spokesmen. You, the younger generation, have 
waged a hard fight against communist assimilation. 
But Satan has not yet created as ugly a brand as the 
fascist and Nazi assimilation. It is certainly no acci- 
dent that a youth leader, anxious to reassure us that 
“the growing youth (of Germany) is not fascistic,” 
unwittingly added, “It is only anti-Semitic . . .” 

It is unnecessary to inquire whence a part of our 
youth gets its admiration of fascist might. Does the 
pervading atmosphere of power-worship have no 
relationship to fascism? The worship of power not 
simply as an expression of human vitality but as the 
most important, the most basic factor in the solution 
of world problems and the achievement of desired 
ends—even as the means of weighing human values. 
Do we, the bitter enemies of fascism, not share in so 
greatly exaggerating the value of force and placing 
it at the very head of our scale of values? It is not a 
very high measure of praise, but people have always 
applauded the successful man and ridiculed the fail- 
ure. But our generation exceeds all bounds, going as 
far as complete solidarity with the victor and com- 
plete repudiation of the defeated, for no other reason 
than that he is defeated. 


* * * 


On the other hand we see this phenomenon: seek- 
ing an explanation of the misfortunes which buffet 
us about (and also in order to hide from them), we 
seize upon easy, slippery phrases and speak of spirit 
as the antipode of force. We love to speak about 
“blind force” these days. Possibly it makes no great 
difference what terminology we use. Nevertheless we 
might find it worth-while to choose our words more 
carefully. It might also pay us not to hang damning 
definitions upon our enemy when we are not sure 
they are correct. How do we know the enemy’s might 
is really “blind”? He might quite clearly see what 
for us is his hateful way. Then how do we know 
that the spirit in whose name we speak is not blind 
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but sees its way clearly? What sort of contrast is this, 
anyway, between spirit and force? Is spirit always 
actually good, and does everyone who speaks in its 
name do so out of goodness and justice? Does the en- 
tire meaning of force lie in terror and wickedness? 
I am not carried away by this terminology. I am not 
prepared to say that every manifestation of force is 
devil-sent. Nor does the word spirit dazzle me. Many 
sins have been committed in the name of the “spirit.” 
Did not Torquemada act in its name? And were not 
people’s heads cut off and people’s spirits beaten in 
the name of “ideas”? 


Our forefathers never spoke about the spirit in and 
of itself. They distinguished between good spirit 
(ruakh tova) and evil spirit (ruakh ra), between the 
spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. He who 
said, “Not by strength and not by force” added 
“b’rukhi”’—by my spirit.” It is appropriate to read 
chapter 22 of Kings I again, where it speaks of the 
“intellectuals,” the false prophets who urged King 
Ahab to war with the cry, “Go out and be victorious,” 
and of Mica, son of Imlah, not a single whole 
chapter of whose prophecy has come down to us, but 
whose numbered verses are as alive today as the day 
he spoke them: 

“I saw all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as 
sheep that have no shepherd. . . . And the Lord said: 
Who shall entice Ahab. . .. And there came forth the 
spirit, and stood before the Lord, and said: I will entice 
him. ... I will go forth, and will be a lying spirit in the 
mouth of all his prophets.” 

For when has another generation seen, in such 
large measure as ours, the spirit of falsehood, in the 
mouths of intellectuals and scientists and artists, 
spread across the world? 


It is false to identify power with evil. We must 
differentiate between the power which embodies jus- 
tice and that which embodies baseness. Are we really 
striving for an impotent spirit? 

I have cast a critical glance at our concepts and 
definitions because they do not, in my opinion, ex- 
press in all its depth the intellectual opposition which 
we feel and must feel towards the enemy. Not every- 
thing we call anti-fascist education serves the pur- 
pose. The first duty to our struggle is not to let the 
enemy infiltrate into our soul; to uproot every seed 
his spirit sows in our soil. In order to do this, we must 
bare to light not only his social roots, but his inner 
nature as well. 
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IHE DEVELOPMENT of the economic activities of 

the Histadrut (General Federation of Jewish 
Labor in Palestine) during the past decade is re- 
flected in the balance sheets and statements of ac- 
counts of the Histadrut financial institutions which 
show a constant upward trend. While it is true that 
these institutions benefited from the general economic 
expansion and growth in the country resulting from 
the war effort and the stimulus thus provided, they 
also enjoyed a measure of intrinsic development in- 
dependent of this factor. 

It might be thought that the wide diversity of the 
Histadrut’s financial institutions, which include the 
Workers’ Bank, the credit cooperative societies, Nir 
Ltd., the Cooperative Finance Center, the funds of 
the agricultural settlements, etc., might possibly be a 
source of weakness for the entire structure of labor 
finances. But a closer study reveals that each of those 
bodies has clearly defined specific tasks which sup- 
plement rather than overlap one another, thus creat- 
ing a variety of financial institutions which show con- 
stantly increasing economic strength. 


Credits For Labor Institutions 


The Workers’ Bank serves as the. central bank of 
all the Histadrut institutions, and its paid-up capital 
and reserves at the end of 1944 amounted to LP. 309,- 
000. Its clients are mainly the various economic bodies 
of the trade unions, the agricultural settlements, the 
cooperative societies, workers’ housing companies, 
workers’ contracting offices, loan and savings so- 
cieties, etc. Although it was not intended primarily to 
serve the general public, it also carries out the general 
functions of a commercial bank. The Workers’ Bank, 
however, represents only one of the financial institu- 
tions of Jewish Labor. If it is borne in mind that the 
total investments of the economic labor institutions in 
Palestine are estimated at between LP. 17,000,000 
and LP. 18,000,000, it will be appreciated that all 
the banking and financing business connected with 
these investments could hardly be handled by one 
banking institution alone. At the same time, local and 
foreign banks operating in this country are giving 
increasing recognition to the economic labor bodies 
as clients of importance. Since the last pre-war year, 
1939, deposits with the Workers’ Bank have in- 
creased more than fourfold, amounting at the end of 
1944 to LP. 2,175,000, while capital and reserves in- 
creased by almost 70%. The latter development is 


The above article is reprinted from Palestine and 
the Middle East in view of the particular interest its 
subject will have for our readers. 
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more significant, because whereas increase of deposits 
was a feature common to all Palestine banks in recent 
years, only a few institutions were able to strengthen 
their capital reserves. Loans granted by the Workers’ 
Bank in 1944 exceeded LP. 1,000,000, mainly to the 
agricultural settlements whose share in the volume of 
credits has steadily increased since 1937 and now 
accounts for nearly LP. 750,000. In 1937 the pro- 
portion of agricultural credits was 32.5%, in 1941 
it was 39%, in 1943 it rose to 58%, reaching 
65.5% in 1944. The increasing share of agricultural 
credits is also a feature of other banks not connected 
with the Labor movement, and is related to the 
diminishing need for commercial and industrial 
credits resulting from wartime conditions. 


Affiliated with the Workers’ Bank, and operating 
under its supervision (through a special audit union) 
is a network of workers’ Loan and Savings coopera- 
tive societies. In 1944 there were 20 such societies, 
with a membership of 27,750, and deposits exceed- 
ing LP. 2,000,000. Between 1935 and 1940 deposits 
declined as a result of the economic crisis, but since 
then they have increased tenfold, while the amount 
of loans granted has doubled. The result of operations 
in the past five years is a considerable increase in cap- 
ital and reserves from LP.97,000 in 1939 to LP. 153,- 
000 in 1944. 


Agricultural Credits 


NIR Ltd., a credit institution for Jewish agricul- 
tural settlements and smallholders’ villages, is one of 
the most important of the Histadrut’s economic in- 
stitutions. The company began operations ten years 
ago on a modest scale. Its capital was contributed 
mainly by the agricultural settlements and several 
other Histadrut institutions. In the years following 
the Company succeeded in increasing its capital which 
by 1935 amounted to LP. 100,000. At present the 
Company’s own capital amounts to about LP. 850,- 
000 which, together with LP. 200,000 in debentures 
issued, provide a working capital of over a million 
pounds. With this means at its disposal, Nir Ltd. ranks 
foremost among the Histadrut financial institutions 
insofar as own capital is concerned. The ratio between 
its ordinary shares and reserves (LP. 354,000) and 
preference shares (LP. 492,000) on the one hand 
and its debentures (LP. 200,000) on the other is 
4.25 to 1, which may be regarded as satisfactory. This 
development is all the more remarkable in view of 
the. lack of confidence among the general public in 
the financial prospects of agricultural banks, especially 
those intended mainly for the financing of agricul- 
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tural settlements in the earliest stages of develop- 
ment. As Nir does not confine its activities to the 
financing of agricultural settlements, but also extends 
credits to certain Histadrut and other Jewish institu- 
tions concerned with the development of agriculture, 
it has achieved a considerable spread of investments, 
with a consequent reduction of risk. Notwithstand- 
ing its considerable reserves, Nir is unable to cope 
alone with all the credit requirements of Jewish 
Labor agriculture and still less with the needs of 
building programs in the settlements. 

The figures shown in the balance sheets of workers’ 
credit institutions reflect the heavy credit require- 
ments of agriculture in this country which is mainly 
due to the lack of government controlled agricultural 
credit institutions for long-term loans. This lack is 
only partly remedied by credits extended by Jewish 
National institutions, the Anglo-Palestine Bank, the 
Central Bank of Co-operative Institutions or the His- 
tadrut’s financial organizations. A satisfactory solu- 
tion of the credit problems of agriculture can only 
be found in an active government policy of long term 
agricultural credits as is usual all over the world, 
since it cannot reasonably be expected that the enor- 
mous task of colonization proper can be carried out 
by private bodies which have neither legal power to 
raise taxes nor enjoy grants-in-aid from Government 
authorities. In no country, however backward, does 
the Government abstain entirely from providing such 
credit facilities. If the complete absence of Govern- 
ment assistance and the tremendous difficulties that 
had to be overcome are taken into account, the re- 
markable achievements of Jewish agricultural settle- 
ment in Palestine will be appreciated. 


In addition to Nir and other bodies, the agricul- 
tural settlements have endeavored to establish finan- 
cial institutions of their own. The three settlement 
federations (Kibbutz Hameukhad, Hashomer Hat- 
zair, Khever Hakvutzot) have created special funds 
from contributions by the member settlements, To- 
gether they have been able to accumulate own means 
amounting to about LP. 225,000. Loans obtained 
from banks brought the amount at their disposal in 
1944 to about LP. 500,000 out of which credits are 
granted mainly to new settlements. 

Financing Public Works 

In 1933 the Unemployment Fund (Keren Khoser 
Avoda) was established by the Histadrut as a finan- 
cial instrument to be used for emergency purposes. 
The capital for this fund was raised by compulsory 
contributions by the members of the Histadrut. As 
the membership of the Histadrut approximates 140,- 
000, it was possible to accumulate a very considerable 
sum from relatively small contributions. The Unem- 
ployment Fund was not intended to operate like a 
bank, its sole purpose being to create constructive 
employment in times of unemployment. This was rec- 
ognized as an imperative necessity in a country where 
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there are no Government provisions for unemploy- 
ment benefits, sick and invalidity assistance or any 
other forms of social insurance. In the twelve years 
since its inception the Unemployment Fund has ac- 
cumulated some three quarters of a million pounds, 
a large part of which was spent in unemployment 
benefits or invested in works executed by unemployed 
persons and in the extension of various enterprises 
with the object of absorbing unemployed workers. 

The capital of the Unemployment Fund is almost 
entirely invested in Histadrut and Jewish national 
enterprises. The basic idea underlying this policy is 
that by strengthening the economic institutions of 
the Histadrut, the Unemployment Fund enables 
them to take up credits on the open market with the 
result that the productive capacity of their capital is 
greatly increased. This explains how the Unemploy- 
ment Fund whose own means today amount to about 
LP. 275,000 has been able hitherto to finance works 
valued at three million pounds, 


Bitzur Ltd., another institution for the financing of 
semi-public works, is not a purely Histadrut body as 
its capital was contributed by the Unemployment 
Fund in association with the Jewish Agency. Bitzur 
grants medium and long term credits for the execu- 
tion of public and semi-public (mainly municipal) 
works. As Bitzur’s operations are principally in the 
field of housing and settlement projects and road 
building, the cessation of building activities during 
the war has naturally affected its development. 
Nevertheless it has been able to increase its capital 
substantially and the means at its disposal today 
amount to about LP. 190,000, while an additional 
amount of LP. 275,000 has been raised by the issue 
of debentures. 

There are, in addition, a number of smaller finan- 
cial bodies, which are, however, still in the initial 


. stages of development. To mention only a few, there 


is the Smallholders’ Fund (Keren Hamoshavim) 
created by the smallholders’ villages, and the fund of 
the Central Organization of Producers’ and Service 
Cooperative Societies (Kupat Hacooperativim). 


Future Prospects 


The aggregate funds at the disposal of the Work- 
ers’ Bank, the credit cooperative societies, Nir, the 
funds of the settlement federations, the Unemploy- 
ment Fund, and Bitzur, including capital and de- 
posits, amount to about two million pounds. If to 
this are added debentures issued, deposits and credits 
available to them, totalling some LP. 5,000,000, we 
arrive at a figure of about LP. 7,000,000, even if we 
allow for some overlapping resulting from the fact 
that part of the deposits are held by the institutions 
themselves. The potential financial capacity of these 
bodies is, however, much greater. Most of them have 
now won sufficient public confidence to enable them 
to raise very considerable amounts in the open mar- 
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ket by the sale of shares or debentures, like Nir and 
Bitzur. Even non-financial Labor institutions had no 
difficulty in disposing of their issues. For example, 
Koor Ltd., the industrial subsidiary of Solel Boneh 
Ltd., raised on the open market early in 1945, LP. 
250,000 for its 512% cumulative non-participating 
preference shares. The tendency to issue shares to the 
public is a new feature, and it may be assumed that if 
other Labor institutions act as guarantors, consider- 
able amounts of loan and preference share capital can 
readily be raised. 

The above institutions are only the financial tools 
of the Jewish Labor movement. They do not repre- 
sent its entire economic strength. Apart from purely 
financial and credit bodies, the Labor movement em- 
braces the large central contracting office, Solel 
Boneh; the wholesale cooperative society, Hamashbir 
Hamerkazi; the marketing cooperative, Tnuva; the 
insurance companies, Hassneh and Hakhaklait, the 
housing company, Shikun; the plantation company, 
Yakhin; the irrigation company, Mekorot; the indus- 
trial enterprises connected with Solel Boneh, e.g., the 
window glass works, Phoenicia; the foundries, Vul- 
can; the Lime and Stone Production Company. In 
addition there are a number of industrial enterprises 
connected with the Hashomer Hatzair communal set- 
tlements movement, such as the clay brick works, 
Naaman; the asphalt works, Askar, and the starch 
and glucose factory, Galam. There is also a wide 
range of industrial and transport cooperative societies. 


The financial resources of all these institutions 
have hitherto hardly been tapped. The Histadrut has 
so far refrained from centralizing its financial institu- 
tions. A beginning was made in this direction some 
years ago by the creation of Khevrat Ovdim (The 
Workers’ Corporation). This is the general coopera- 
tive association of Jewish Labor in Palestine and it 
acts as a holding company for various Labor institu- 
tions. Up to the present, however, it has not engaged 
in financial activities on its own account. The assets 
of Khevrat Ovdim consist mainly in securities ot 
Labor institutions. Indeed Khevrat Ovdim is actually 
the owner of, or possesses a decisive interest in Solel 
Boneh, Nir, Shikun, Hassneh, the Workers’ Bank, 
and various other bodies. 


Khevrat Ovdim’s assets in 1943 amounted to 
about LP. 400,000 of which LP. 280,000 in the form 
of securities appeared in the balance sheet at their 
nominal value. Its investments are estimated to total 
half a million pounds at present, but their real value 
far exceeds this figure. Hitherto Khevrat Ovdim 
have not attempted to raise capital from the public, 
and the company may for the time being be regarded 
as a sleeping partner in the companies which form- 
ally it owns partly or wholly. According to the stat- 
utes, Khevrat Ovdim has a decisive vote as regards 
the structure and business of these companies, but so 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


far it has seldom made use of this right, leaving com- 
plete freedom of action to the companies. 


Potentialities of Khevrat Ovdim 


There is no doubt that Khevrat Ovdim could play 
an important part in raising additional capital and 
financially coordinating some of the companies 
which it controls, especially since the “earning 
power” of this company, in the form of contributions 
and dividends paid by its institutions, is very consid- 
erable, and in 1944 exceeded LP. 125,000. Further- 
more, if it is borne in mind that the annual income 
of the Histadrut from membership fees exceeded a 
million pounds in 1944, and if it is assumed that part 
of this income would be pledged for long-term loans 
to Khevrat Ovdim (in the same way as the income of 
the Palestine Foundation Fund—Keren Hayesod— 
was pledged as security for a large loan raised in Lon- 
don) it will be realized that very considerable sums 
could be raised if and when they are needed. 


Up to the present the financial institutions of Jew- 
ish Labor have hesitated to approach foreign capital 
markets. The first step taken in this direction was the 
creation of the American-Palestine Trading Company 
(AMPAL) which has within a few years been able 
to raise amounts in America totalling about £ 1,- 
000,000. This only marks a beginning, and there is 
reason to believe that this company, which has close 
relations with the Jewish trade union organizations 
in the United States, will be able to increase its capital 
considerably. 


A survey of the wide range of Histadrut economic 
enterprises and financial institutions leads to the im- 
pression that the Histadrut is not fully alive to the 
enormous financial resources available to it, or of the 
organizational power of 140,000 members, repre- 
senting with their families about a third of the entire 
Jewish population of the country. Naturally the cre- 
ation of new capital entails the cooperation of the in- 
dividual Histadrut institutions and the creation of 
special bodies to serve as guarantors. Undoubtedly 
the development of Jewish Labor economy was main- 
ly due to the individual growth of the various institu- 
tions which was often due to the particular skill and 
ability of their managers and the absence of over-or- 
ganization and centralization. On the other hand the 
time is now ripe for a purely financial cooperation of 
the various institutions. Much more can be achieved 
by strengthening and utilizing the latent financial 
capacity of the Khevrat Ovdim in conjunction with 
its earning power, possibly with the formation of a 
special body of guarantors among the Histadrut insti- 
tutions. This would give Jewish Labor institutions 
greater prestige and advantage in foreign capital 
markets and create for the Histadrut economy the 
international financial standing which it deserves. 
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Hugo Grotius 


by Albert Salomon 


N AUGUST 29, 1645, HUGO GROTIUS died 

in a small port on the Baltic Sea. He was im- 
mersed in the quiet heartache of loneliness. Far 
from kith and kin, he was alone with his thoughts, 
imprisoned and banished by his native land which, as 
he said not without pain in the introduction to his 
most famous work, On the Law of War and Peace, 
“had been graced by so many of my labors . . . to 
contribute somewhat to the philosophy of law, which 
previously, in public service, I practiced with the ut- 
most degree of probity of which I was capable.” Cast 
off in loneliness, he and his vast knowledge seemed 
of no use to anyone and could no longer, after he had 
been set aside by that Queen of Sweden whom he had 
served as ambassador in the France of Richelieu and 
Mazarin, serve to enlighten by ideas the lower pas- 
sions which moved the heads of states in their actions. 
No wonder, then, that as he died he asked what was 
the sense of his encyclopaedic knowledge, if it served 
only to exclude him from human society and the 
possibility of influencing men. 

That we must recall him now, after three hundred 
years, is the answer to that question, which on his 
death-bed neither he nor anyone else could answer. 
We do not recall him merely because of his com- 
prehensive knowledge, covering theology, Bible criti- 


cism and exegesis, creative and historical literature, 


the history and philosophy of law and the principles 
of the law of nations: such a range was still possible 
in the seventeenth century. Moreover, it cannot be 
said that his ideas or methods were original. If we 
must recall him today, it is because Grotius gave the 
world something more than scientific discoveries or 
methodological innovations: he gave the world a 
great heart, full of honest conviction and serene faith. 

His humanity is the tie that binds together all his 
many-faceted works. It was his humanity that gave 
direction to his search for those elements which are 
constituent of the life of human society and vouchsafe 
it unity, continuity, and perpetuation in the forms of 
state, society, religion, and church. 

Grotius saw how through the religious reforma- 
tions and social and political revolutions of his time 
the universality of the European heritage was torn 
down. He was deeply alarmed to note that the new 
religions were no less irrational in their concept of 
divinity than Macchiavelli with his idea of a deter- 
ministic fate. He was shaken by the resplendent an- 
archy of the “modern,” sovereign national states who 
upon the rise of scientific technology and finance 
economy advanced into a state of the primeval war of 
all against all. “Throughout the Christian world I ob- 
served a lack of restraint in relation to war, such as 


even barbarous races should be ashamed of; I ob- 
served that men rushed to arms for slight causes, or 
no cause at all, and that when arms have been taken 
up there is no longer any respect for law, divine or 
human; it is as if, in accordance with a general de- 
cree, frenzy had openly been let loose for the com- 
mitting of all crimes.” 

His life work was directed against the anarchy and 
nihilism of his time in state, society, and religion. In 
Opposition to those trends, but in unity with the in- 
tellectual leaders of his period, he erected a work 
whose aim was to comprehend the basic structure of 
history by perceiving that unity which inheres in its 
multiplicity, however confused and confusing _his- 
torical phenomena might seem to persons who, for 
lack of enlightenment, perceived the individual dif- 
ferences but not the common structural elements. 
In the essential and self-transcending nature of man, 
the enlightened and illuminated spirit discovered the 
unity and universality of mankind. Grotius brought 
together the spiritual and classic traditions of the 
Stoa, of Cicero, of Judaism and neo-scholasticism 
with the moral spirituality of Christian humanism 
and the lay pietism of the liberal Arminians; and 
thereby he reconciled what reality had torn asunder: 
law and morality. 

Grotius agrees fully with Macchiavelli that human 
beings ought to be regarded as they are, not as they 
should be. He denies, however, that all men are by 
nature exclusively selfish, as Macchiavelli’s generali- 
zation would have us believe. He asserts rather that 
the ideas of utility and practicality impel men not to 
war and violence, but to peace and order, in so far as 
they are guided by reason. The guiding principle of 
his theory of man is outlined in the following words: 
“But among the traits characteristic of man is an 
impelling desire for society, that is, for the social 
life—not of any and every sort—but peaceful, and 
organized according to the measure of intelligence 
with those who are of his kind; this social trend the 
Stoics called ‘sociableness.’” This human rationality 
involves a consciousness of law—in a sense one 
might say an innate law-abidingness—as a quality 
of moral personality. This is one of the possibili- 
ties of human character which is quite as real and 
empirical as Macchiavelli’s tyrants. Grotius would go 
even further and would say that what Macchiavelli 
and Hobbes describe are human types which can 
appear only when the true nature of man and society, 
and of the laws, has been destroyed. 

Consequently the book On the Law of War and 
Peace is only in part a contribution to international 
law; its greater part is the first essay of a systematic 
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natural law derived from the social nature of man. 
Sociableness is an empirical fact, and those impera- 
tives to which it gives rise in the law of nature can 
be deduced by human intelligence without the need 
of calling upon revelation and theology. The law of 
nature, in the strict sense, contains only those com- 
mandments which are grounded in the rational and 
social nature of man: to honor God, to do no harm to 
the innocent, to respect contracts, and penalize in- 
justice. These are the minimum demands which 
make society possible, and may therefore be demanded 
by society under coercion. Everything beyond this is 
termed by Grotius ius voluntarium divinum, volun- 
tary divine law. It includes the unselfish love of one’s 
neighbor, kindness, gentleness, humility, and chas- 
tity. It refers to everything which intends the per- 
fection of human nature. But these demands cannot 
be enforced, they can only be given as counsel and 
presented as norms. Such a potential perfection of 
man can be realized if society, in the form of the 
state, establishes the conditions for man’s progress 
in the good and the true, by the perpetual care and 
renewal of peace and law. War is possible at any 
moment, but it may usually be avoided by modera- 
tion and arbitration if men would follow their ration- 
al practicality rather than their passions. Peace is 
the goal of every society, for it permits the citizen 
to be shaped into a human personality, which achieves 
a perfection through the intuition and knowledge of 
the divine and of nature such as can be given by no 
State. 


What Grotius, as the true heir of Erasmus, offered 


as illuminating humanity to a world which had lost | 


its sense, was a description of the potential spiritual- 
ity of man. In this human existence men are able 
through their own effort and evolution to secure 
peace and law, so long as they stand united in the 
universality of faith in the creative power of the 
one God, who is both justice and loving-kindness at 
once. For two hundred years Grotius was famed as 
“the father of the natural law”—of a science which 
radically segregated the social existence of man as 
an autonomous realm apart from the religious and 
spiritual. When we now become aware of his sig- 
nificance for us upon the three hundredth anniversary 
of his death, it were time to correct this ancient error. 
He did not create the beginnings of modern secular- 
ism. On the contrary, he imbued the secular world 
with spirit through his radical analysis of the spirit- 
ual nature of mankind in its bond with the divine. 
We share potentially in the divine and it is the never- 
ending responsibility of historic mankind to bring 
what it may of this potentiality to actual existence. 
So Grotius, in spite of the reality he knew, could 
state at the end of his book with the full confidence 
of faith that human society was carissimum Deo 
animal, the species most precious to God. 

As Jews we have special reason to recall Grotius. 
He lived in an age when Jews, driven and banished 
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from Spain and Portugal, were received in the 
Netherlands and Italy with undisguised sympathy: 
by the statesmen out of utilitarian motives, by the 
humanists and scholars out of the feeling that an 
exchange of ideas with Jewish scholars and rabbis 
might open to them new insights in Talmud and 
Cabbalah which could extend the scope and deepen 
the truth of their Bible criticism and exegesis. 
Grotius became acquainted through another Dutch 
scholar with the great Menasseh ben Israel. He cor- 
responded with him for a long time, and used and 
cited Menasseh’s works (particularly Conciliator, seu 
de convententia locorum Sanctae Scripturae quae pug- 
nare inter se videntur) in his exegetical writings and 
in The Law of War and Peace. Through this inter- 
course and his own labors, he achieved an unusual 
familiarity with the Hebrew language and literature 
which enabled him to master Jewish exegesis equally 
with the Christian. His opponents called him a Juda- 
izer, and reproached him with preferring Jewish 
methods of exegesis to the Christian. However that 
may be, both in his apologetic work concerning the 
truth of the Christian religion and in all his writings 
looking toward a universal religion of the spirit, of 
God the Creator, and of the immortal soul, he speaks 
always of the Jews as a foundation stone of that 
natural religion of the spirit which shone forth for 
him out of the multiplicity of historical religions in 
the course of his critical-theological, antiquarian and 
interpretative analysis of religious documents. Jew- 
ish piety requires that we cherish the memory of such 
a friend. 


Apart from gratitude on this historical level, we 
are bound to him in a still deeper stratum of our 
destiny. Precisely because we are a people without 
power, we are aware of the questionable worth of 
power as an indispensable implement guaranteeing 
law and peace. We are thus able to understand and 
recapture the insight of Grotius, for whom peace was 
the most universal and sublime form of divine being. 
In the Peace of God is vested his justice, and in his 
justice rests his peace. They transcend the world, 
and are immanent within it. They are transcendant 
as eternal truths, and immanent in the world in that 
the natural light of reason glows within us and per- 
mits us to partake of God’s eternal truths. We are 
capable of the right, that is, of law. However im- 
perfect our peace and law may be, they are a humble 
contribution to His Kingdom. We are most pro- 
foundly indebted to Grotius that, heedless of all the 
successful acts of violence and brutality, he estab- 
lished the other possibility of human existence as a 
force in reality. He was capable of this, because he 
knew that the great and decisive truths are elemental. 
The light of reason that shines within us, sometimes 
brighter, sometimes dimmer, is a natural light, a 
lumen naturale, but even as such has a share in the 
spirit of God. Grotius knew that Law was a mode 
of the good, for Spirit and Logos in the final analysis 
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are one and inseparable, peace and justice only two 
facets of the divine unfoldment. 

Still another characteristic of his thought has re- 
lation to contemporary reality and to us Jews. Grotius 
recognized that the extension of the sphere of law 
was the only means to secure a just peace when new 
social forces emerged and strove for their place and 
function. They cannot find these without a legal 
order, for this alone makes meaningful freedom 
possible. Law and order is founded upon an irre- 
placeable prerequisite: upon the spirit of morality 
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within a society framing law. So long as human 
societies still become outraged and take action when 
injustice is done to any person or group, or the moral 
rights of such groups are brutally ignored, so long 
also can law, morality, and peace appear as the inner 
meaning of human striving. 

We can only hope that the peoples and states- 
men, who today ate striving to set up a new order 
of law and peace, will be inspired by the spirit of 
Hugo Grotius. 


Hollywood and the Forgotten Jew 


by Ben 


1. OFT-REPEATED charge that the motion 
picture industry has ignored the “Jewish theme” 
is not entirely true. As a matter of fact, Hollywood 
has in its vaults a sizable stack of films which touches 
on the Jewish question, be it ever so gingerly. These 
allusions are made as a rule through relatively un- 
important members of the cast who dart into the 
path of the camera and pause long enough to de- 
posit a message often embarrassingly pointless. 

The variety of characters is endless: the mild lit- 
tle Jew who turns hard at a point in the Nazi atroci- 
ties and stalks off to the nearest band of guerrillas 
to make a little bit of grim dialogue between pot- 
shots at passing German lorries, or the refugee doc- 
tor who discusses democracy in clipped phrases with 
the junior surgeon as the patient is being readied for 
the operation. Then there is the sailor from the 
Bronx who swabs his light-hearted way through 
eight reels except for one wistful moment in which 
he is snapped uttering the last words of a Hebrew 
prayer, and a host of other tin-types which the movie 
patron would have little trouble in identifying. 


Lappin 


These characters rarely verbalize any specific plea. 
They merely carry a tradition of live and let live from 
picture to picture and imply indirectly that the Jew 
is really the same creature as people of all other 
creeds. This, according to some experts, is the safe 
way to treat the problem if the stigma of segregation 
is to be avoided. 

There was a time when the Jew was depicted as 
a noisy, good-natured immigrant simmering over in 
the friendly American melting pot without inhibi- 
tions or fear of the anti-Semite. Until the early Thir- 
ties, American audiences laughed at the good-natured 
squabbles of the “Cohens and the Kellys,” brooded 
over the vicissitudes of the “Jazz Singer” and sneered 
at the mean young college graduate who mistreated 
his poor old father in “His People.” 

Since then the movie industry has entered the 
stuffed shirt era in which this type of portrayal of 
the Jew has become a source of discomfort and the 
blinds have been drawn over his family life, his 
quarrels with the Kellys have been squelched and 
now he has become for the most part a kind of stoic 
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extra who dwells in bit parts in Hollywood's as- 
sorted portrayals of freedom in action. 

An exception to reach the screen is the motion 
picture, “Address Unknown.” This movie actually 
confronts the audience with a heroine who pays the 
consequences for being a Jewess in Hitler Germany 
but the picture only serves to summarize all that the 
little roles have sought to proclaim and Nazi race 
hatred is denounced by the girl, in a tirade which 
sounds pretty much like a descendant of the well- 
known Shylock speech from the “Merchant of Ven- 
ice.” The film, “Once Upon a Honeymoon,” is an- 
other movie which gives more than a fleeting glimpse 
of the Jew. In this instance the American heroine 
surrenders her passport to a Jewish refugee seeking 
to escape the Nazis. The near disastrous results for 
the American girl culminate in a tawdry mass-de- 
portation scene laid against the background of a 
cantor’s morbid wailing. In the motion pictures, 
“Mr. Skeffington” and “Tomorrow the World,” the 
Jew is again used as a prop for a democratic setting. 

In order to maintain its picture of the Jew as 
nothing more than a cog in its goodwill vehicles, 
the film industry has on occasion tampered consider- 
ably with the facts. For example. in “None Shall 
Escape,” Jews and non-Jews are shown living in 
contentment and harmony in pre-war Poland, a 
portrayal which hardly conforms with the numerous 
mass meetings held on this continent protesting 
Poland’s cruel treatment of its Jewish minority in 
the years between 1920 and 1939. 

This rejection of the Jew as the hero of his own 
plight is curious to say the least in view of the en- 
thusiasm with which Hollywood has followed un- 
derdogs into their native lairs. It would almost 
seem that since the beginning of World War II, 
talent scouts have been assigned to shadow all and 
sundry individuals, groups and nations who have 
ever laid hands on the Nazis. Underground move- 
ments have been unearthed, resistance groups have 
been lauded and close-ups of every nook and cranny 
of this groaning planet have been photographed. 
In each case the locale has been faithfully preserved. 
Every national twist, every ethnic nuance which 
went into the undoing of the storm trooper, the 
Gestapo agent or whoever the villain happened to 
be, was highlighted with the lavish abandon of which 
Hollywood is so very capable. There have been juicy 
parts for everybody but the Jew—except for that 
little piece about having everything in common with 


everybody else. 


However, it is conceivable that the motion picture 
industry feels it is already doing well enough by the 
Jew and knows not what else can be done. 

If that is the case, then it will be of interest to the 
movie studios that by a film of Jewish content, the 
average Jew does not mean a full-length treatment 
of the intergroup motif. What Jewry needs to fight 
at present even more than bigotry is the futility 
which has collected over a decade of unprecedented 
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humiliation. If Hollywood is really interested in 
presenting the Jew as a worthy member of society, 
it will forget the pin-headed anti-Semites for a while 
and train its cameras on a phase of his life which 
will engender in him a feeling of inner dignity. For 
example, nothing would give the Jew a greater sense 
of his own worth than a portrayal of the gallant 
martyrs who perished fighting in the Ghetto. 

Any American of Jewish origin, whether Judaism 
means to him nation, culture or religion, could not 
but point with pride at a good screen version of the 
Warsaw Ghetto battle, and incidentally a film of 
this kind would speak more forcefully for itself than 
a thousand innuendos as to the Jew’s place in the 
brotherhood of man. 

Opinions have been advanced by some movie men 
to the effect that a Jewish theme would be too con- 
troversial for screening purposes. Others claim that 
it would be “poison” at the box office. Considering 
some of the productions which have travelled the 
circuit profitably, a well-done movie on the Ghetto 
warriors would have little trouble in taking its place 
as a potential attraction for the English-speaking 
movie-goer. Nor have American audiences ever 
shown any appreciable tendency to stay away from 
a motion picture because of its content. Hollywood 
has dished up many a contentious yarn in which the 
wrong political horse was backed and there were no 
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more serious consequences than a few red faces. The 
movie patron has indicated conclusively that he is 
interested in a good story regardless of the content 
and he will pay to see any film providing it meets 
his terms. 

That the Ghetto theme packs all the ingredients 
of a powerful and stirring film can hardly be argued 
by the experts. What greater lesson in freedom has 
ever been taught to this world than by the optimistic 
struggle of men and women who knew they would 
not live to share the better day? What grimmer pic- 
ture of bravery has the war produced than the spec- 
tacle of starved people clawing at Nazi tanks with 
their bare hands? Where is the ingenuity to equal 
the secret training of the Ghetto regiments and’ what 
more heart-breaking sight has humanity seen than 
the mountain of toys which Jewish children piled 
up before they went to the gas chambers. 

Nor is the death struggle the only theme which 
Jewry can give to the screen. There is the part the 
Palestinian Jew has played in the Eighth Army’s 
triumph over Rommel, or the mighty arsenal he has 
hammered out of Palestine for the Allies. Fears that 
such films would plead the Zionist cause are about 
as valid as the worry that a movie lauding the Amer- 
ican war effort would constitute propaganda for the 
Democratic Party. The achievements of Palestinian 
Jewry have long ago transcended all isms in Jewish 
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life and it is no less reasonable for the Jew to want 
to tell the world of these achievements than it is for 
the Russian, the Norwegian or the Czech to record 
his particular accomplishments, on the screen. 


But the reports which have reached the public on 
the film industry’s attitude toward Jewish subjects 
as film material give rise to rather strenuous doubts 
that they are purely the result of ignorance or 
naivete. Writers have complained more than once 
of the short shrift their topics of Jewish interest 
have received in Hollywood “story conferences.” A 
very bitter chapter to this effect is contained in Ben 
Hecht’s fuming treatise, “A Guide For The Be- 
devilled.” Another victim who unbosoms himself of 
complaints on the same score is Georgie Jessel in his 
autobiography, “So Help Me,” and according to press 
reports the latest champion of the Jewish theme is 
the well-known movie columnist Louella Parsons. 


The attitude of the movie industry as reflected in 
these reports, constitutes a rather sad contradiction 
of Hollywood’s policy of fearlessness. While the 
cause of justice has been advanced through the best 
and the bravest in every people, the portrayal of the 
Jew and his brief unspoken plea depicts a depressing 
spectacle of vagueness and apprehension. 

The only other group which has been subjected 
to this weird treatment is the Negro minority. When 
he is not busy jitterbugging or buffooning on the 
sound stages, the Negro, as a human being, emerges 
on the screen through stock chauffeurs, loyal servants 
and soldiers who march off to war in all-Negro regi- 
ments, but the minutest reference to his plight in 


the white man’s midst has yet to be made on the 
screen. Hollywood's aversion for probing these prob- 
lems even the tiniest bit, makes its happy endings for 
the righteous and the strong seem somewhat like 
whistling in the dark. 


The plea that the Jew is as good as his neighbor 
may have an appeal for a quaking segment of Amer- 
ican Jews who have pruned the whole issue down to 
the stature of their own midget anxieties, but a con- 
tinuous stream of such vacant assurances only serves 
to humiliate the self-respecting Jew and to bore the 
intelligent Gentile. The movie industry's fear of the 
Jew’s distinctiveness can only be the figment of a 
frightened imagination which seeks to appease bor- 
derline liberals and near bigots. The equality of the 
Jew is taken for granted by a majority of Americans 
who are nonetheless keenly interested in the se- 
quence of circumstances of which he is a product. 
The screen can do a real job here providing it faces 
the issue honestly, but this blending of the Jewish 
question into a make-believe oblivion has only helped 
to create another confusion of which Hollywood has 
proved to be an eminent victim. 








SEPTEMBER, 1945 35 


The Jews of El Maghreb 


ecm | A 


waterproof 


oo is a thickly populated French pro- 
tectorate, almost as large as France itself. Its 
area is 450,000 square kilometers. It is chiefly an 
agricultural country, and in part very fertile. How- 
ever, the productive farm areas are limited to a zone 
bounded on the north by Spanish Morocco, on the 
west by the ocean, and on the south by the Atlas 
Mountains. Outside of these boundaries, Morocco 
is a desert country, with a backward culture and 
scanty population. Even in the desert zone, however, 
there are important mineral deposits. 

There are about 200,000 Jews in Morocco. The 
Moroccan Jew is a mixture of Semite and Berber. 
Jews have lived in the country from time immemorial. 
Jewish cemeteries dating from before the Roman 
era have been found. A great mass of converted 
Berbers merged with early immigrants coming from 
Palestine. At the time of the Arab invasion, very 
powerful Jewish Berber tribes battled the invader 
for several centuries. Finally beaten, they neverthe- 


less survived in the mountains, where they can be 

found even today. As a result of this history, the racial y= oo Whar ins Everywhere 
type of the Moroccan Jew of the interior differs not 
only from the European Jew, who was exposed for 
so long to the Slavic influence, but also from the 
Mediterranean type. 

On the coast a different type of Jew predominates. 
Spanish Jews, taking refuge after 1492, formed the 
basis of the community. The Spanish Jewish refugees 
abandoned the Spanish for the Arabic language; 
however, some Spanish words have remained in the 
Judeo-Arabic dialect. Arabic is still spoken today by 
Jews on the coast and in the big cities, while Berber 
is heard in the interior. Relations between the Jews 
living on the coast and those in the interior, who are 
deprecatingly called “Chleus” (Berbers) are rela- 
tively cold. Marriages between the two groups are 
infrequent. 

The history of the Moroccan Jews has rarely been 
a happy one. All historical records mention only 
persecutions, famines, and epidemics. It is true that 
occasionally some Jews, particularly those of Spanish 
origin, occupied high posts at the Sultan’s Imperial 
Court. But the mass of the population grovelled in 
ignorance and misery. ; 

After 1830, the situation turned even darker. 
Because of the support that Algerian Jews had given 


the French in their conquests at that time, the Wyler 

Moroccan Jews came under the grave suspicion of 

the Sherifian authorities. In addition, the country as ae act Sed 

a whole existed in a state of perpetual anarchy. The|| “The Only Shockproof Watch with a Flexible Balance Wheel” 
authority of the Sultan was only nominal. Tribesmen WYLER WATCH AGENCY 

battled against the Imperial troops, and against each|} ROCKEFELLER CENTER » NEW YORK 20, N. Y. 


other. The general lawlessness had inevitable effects 
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M. Berman’s Tour 
MR. MOSHE BERMAN is now on a tour of the 
West Coast in the interest of our publication 
and the Jewish Frontier Anthology. The re- 
sults in Los Angeles are excellent due to the 
splendid cooperation of the leading Labor 
Zionists, Hadassah and General Zionists. He 
will visit the States of Texas and Oklahoma 
during this month. 
Friends of the JEWISH FRONTIER are requested 
to cooperate with our special representative. 
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upon the situation of the Jews. On the coast, rich 
merchants succeeded in putting themselves under the 
protection of some consular agent, often by acquiring 
British, Italian, or other citizenship; but conditions 
in the interior became intolerable. It was a common 
occurrence for the Jew to see the proceeds of years 
of labor confiscated overnight by the pasha or the 
cadi, Sometimes his daughters were sent forcibly to 
harems. The French missionary and martyr, de Fou- 
cauld, reported the humiliations he was forced to 
undergo in Morocco while traveling there disguised 
as a Jew. The Jew was obliged to walk barefoot in 
the Arab medinas, and he had to wear the black 
djelabba (the native dress) to distinguish him from 
the Moslems who wear white djelabbas. An English 
traveler reported in 1888: “In Morocco, everyone 
despises the Jew, even the Negro.” 

Moroccan history throughout the 19th century is 
full of diplomatic interventions by European powers 
and agencies in behalf of individuals and groups. 
The Moroccan Jews drew the attention of the Alliance 
Israelite Universelle, a Jewish philanthropic agency 
whose educational activities in the Near East were 
not without significance for the French program of 
expanding their cultural influence. Alliance schools 
were organized in Morocco after 1880, first in the 
coastal cities, later in the interior. In 1912, French 
troops invaded Morocco. Thereafter, under the col- 
onizing genius of Marshal Liautey, tremendous strides 
were made, both from the general and the Jewish 
point of view. Education and economic progress 
spread their civilizing influence; but the task is far 
from being completed in 1945. 

The Moroccan Jews gave appreciable support to the 
French troops of occupation in 1912. When French 
troops landed, they were astonished and happy to find 
there a population which, under the tutelage of the 
Alliance Israelite Universelle, had become essentially 
sympathetic to France and Europeanized in its 
superior strata, who were very often French-speaking. 
Jews were very numerous in the French Intelligence 
Service and they gave considerable aid to the French 
Army. After large areas had been conquered, Jews 
helped in building a modern state in El Maghreb-al- 
Akca (The Empire of the West). 

Marshal Liautey testified to this when he declared: 
“If I had not found Jews in Morocco, I would have 
called them to settle there.” 

* * * 


It is undeniable that Moroccan Jews have made 
enormous progress in thirty years of French rule. 
Nevertheless, the situation remains a deplorably bad 
one. A traveler who comes to Casablanca and is re- 
ceived in a rich Moroccan family, should allow him- 
self no illusions on the basis of what he sees there. 
Of course, the Jewish upper class is equal in wealth 
and education to European and American Jews. But 
the others? The principal square of Casablanca, Place 
de France, is the frontier between two worlds: on 
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one side the European City, on the other, the old 
medina. A young man who lives in a luxurious apart- 
ment on the Boulevard de la Gare and whose mother 
tongue is French, seems to be of an entirely different 
race from the Jew of the medina, bent over in his 
medieval workshop or stall, which most nearly re- 
sembles a dog-kennel. One must visit Marrakech, not 
the Marrakech of the palaces and gardens, beloved 
winter resort of Winston Chrchill, but the Marra- 
kech of misery. A tour of the mellah (ghetto) will 
suffice to make one realize the task still to be done. 
Stores with a capital investment of only a few hun- 
dred francs, Jewish beggars running around in rags, 
and everywhere, the blind! On Fridays, one must see 
the lines of beggars waiting patiently for twenty-five 
centimes (about half an American cent). One must 
pass by the houses in the Jewish quarter where fam- 
ilies of six and eight live together in one room. 
Obviously there are rich Jews, happy Jews, educated 
Jews, Jews contented with their fate. But how many? 
They are perhaps ten per cent of the Jewish popula- 
tion. 

Sanitary conditions are still disastrous in the in- 
terior. In Tamannar, south of Marrakech, the people 
suffer the ravages of endemic diseases, and every four 
or five years severe epidemics break out. The misery 
of the Jewish population in the interior is such that 
a part of the women must give themselves to pros- 
titution. In Casablanca, there is a city within the 
city, the city of the prostitutes, Bouss Bir. And one 
part of this city of debauchery contains a consider- 
able number of Jewish prostitutes, often fourteen or 
fifteen years old. The Jewish population of Morocco 
is a notorious exception to other traditional Jewish 
communities because of the prevalence of venereal 
diseases. 

If one analyzes the situation which gives rise to such 
evils, one finds that it can be resolved into a number 
of specific factors, producing special problems. These 
may be divided into the legal, economic, educational, 
and “political” problems of Moroccan Jewry. 
Legal situation: Jews who are citizens of foreign 
countries, like Britain, France, Italy, etc., are under 
the jurisdiction of French courts. American Jews are 
under the jurisdiction of the American consular 
courts, since the U.S. has not yet surrendered its 
extra-territorial rights in Morocco. Moroccan Jews 
who are subjects of the Sultan are under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Moslem pashas and cadis, except in mat- 
ters concerning their “personal status” (marriage, 
inheritance, etc.) over which the rabbinical tribunals 
have authority. 

This arbitrary system works well or ill according 
to the person who is administering justice. The re- 
sult generally is that the poor Jew of the mellah 
suffers most often from the defective Moslem justice. 
The rich Jew, on the other hand, is frequently favored 
by the court over either the poor Jew or the poor 
Moslem. It is essential to put an end to this medieval 
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situation, by allowing Moroccan Jews to choose be- 
tween French courts and native Moslem courts. 
Economic problems: The economic function of the 
Moroccan Jew, with the exception of the higher 
strata, remains that of an intermediary between the 
natives and the big merchants. Small shopkeepers are 
legion. Artisans work according to age-old techniques. 
An enormous amount of vocational education is 
necessary in order to ameliorate the general situa- 
tion of the Jews. 


At present, 50% of the Jewish children of 
Morocco receive no education at all. Some of those 
who cannot be accommodated in the schools of the 
Alliance Israelite are taught in insanitary native Jew- 
ish schools. It is necessary to mention that the atti- 
tude of the French Administration is generally hos- 
tile to the “Europeanization” of the Jews. Certain 
official groups fear that this may also lead to the 
modernization of the Moslems, which might endanger 
the French protectorate in Morocco. The few schools 
where modern vocational education can be obtained 
often do not admit Jewish applicants, not because 
they are Jews, of course, but simply because there 
is no available space. It is essential that free public 
education at all levels should be introduced in 
Morocco, especially in the cities. 

Agricultural colonization too, could and should be 
undertaken in Morocco. Local agriculture has been 
steadily on the increase. 2,085,975 hectares* were 
cultivated in 1920, 4,000,000 hectares in 1936. The 
water resources of Morocco would allow the irriga- 
tion of an additional 500,000 hectares. A program 
of Jewish agricultural colonization could be con- 
templated in connection with such development. 

The introduction of hydroponics, 4.¢., raising plants 
in tanks of solutions containing the same minerals 
as are in the soil, would further raise the productiv- 
ity of Moroccan farms. This method can be used 
successfully in regions where the soil is not rich, but 
where there is abundant sunshine. Currently being 
advocated by Dr. S. E. Soskin for southern Palestine, 
hydroponics could probably also be successfully em- 
ployed in Morocco. 

The Jewish population in many regions of Morocco 
has a natural inclination for farming. Before the 
occupation of Morocco by France and Spain, many 
Jews had devoted themselves to agriculture. After 
the occupation, perhaps because towns offered more 
lucrative jobs, Jewish agriculture fell to an insignifi- 
cant level. 

Housing is one of the most serious problems of 
Moroccan Jewry. Deplorable conditions exist in al- 
most all Jewish communities in Morocco: Fez, Casa- 
blanca, Marrakech, et¢c, As early as 1921, the Jews 
of Fez asked the Sultan for land for a cheap housing 
quarter. The request was granted; in principle only, 
however. In 1924, a petition was sent to Resident 





* A hectare is 2.47 acres. 
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Steeg demanding the implementation of this promise. 
Nothing concrete has been achieved to this day. Draft 
by-laws for a low-cost housing association have 
been presented to the head of the municipality of 
Casablanca. A certain amount of money was raised 
among the Jews, and a loan of four million francs 
at 2% was asked from the municipality. This request 
met with refusal. In 1944, 135 million francs were 
allocated for the construction of houses for Euro- 
peans, 60 millions for Moslems; nothing for Jews, 
although they are heavy taxpayers. It is certainly 
time that the French authorities provide for a more 
equitable participation of the Jewish population in 
the credit being extended for low-cost housing. 
Another serious problem is the exclusion of Jews 
from the Moroccan civil service. This problem is so 
involved (raising questions of the position of Islam 
in the Moroccan government) that it is impossible to 
treat it adequately here. However, it would certainly 
be desirable that the country keep pace with the gen- 
eral evolution of Moslem countries. If Jews are ad- 
mitted to public services in Egypt, why should they 
not be public servants in Morocco? 
Zionism in Morocco: In Morocco, Zionism is con- 
sidered undesirable by high government circles. 
Although Zionist activity is tolerated in Casablanca, 
the situation is not the same in the interior, where 
pashas forbid collections for the Jewish National 
Fund. No Zionist manifestations are allowed, and 
even Palestinian songs are prohibited. Young Zion- 
ists have often been arrested. However, Zionism is a 
considerable force, especially among the youth. The 
only internal opposition comes from certain French 
Jews and other assimilationist groups, who are a 
small minority. It was owing to their influence that, 
some time ago, modern Hebrew was banished from 
the curriculum of the Alliance Israelite schools. 
During the early years of World War II, there was 
no Zionist activity in Morocco, but after the Allied 
landings, the Zionist sympathies of the Jewish popu- 
lation experienced an extraordinary revival. Despite 
official hostility in some sections, the young Moroc- 
can Jews are now eagerly studying Hebrew and 
Hebrew literature, and many young men, who can- 
not accept the idea of vegetating in Morocco as third- 
rate subjects, dream of going to Palestine. Some have 
already realized that dream. 


* * * 


Morocco is potentially a rich country. It could feed 
millions of additional inhabitants if political and eco- 
nomic conditions were changed, if the Moroccan 
masses were educated, the medieval legislation altered, 
and if, finally, the anti-Semitic virus were eliminated. 
This last point is certainly a conditio sine qua non 
of future prosperity in Morocco. It is the corner- 
stone of the future peaceful development of the 
country. Under present conditions, North Africa is 
becoming more and more the refuge of all French 
anti-republican and Vichy elements. If this trend 
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continues, there is the danger that French Morocco 
will revert to “the war of all against all” which 
characterized conditions before the French occupation. 


After the country was occupied by the French, 
Europe introduced into Morocco, along with her 
manufactured products, culture, civilization, and ex- 
cess population, her scientific anti-Semitism, very 
different from the rather naive variety of the Moroc- 
can native. It must be stressed that the first French 
colonists, the “Old Moroccans,” were not funda- 
mentally anti-Semitic, perhaps because they realized 
how valuable Jewish help was for French coloniza- 
tion plans. It was really the second wave of immigra- 
tion, after the first World War, which brought 
European anti-Semitism with it. 

It is not yet entirely known to what extent this 
anti-Semitism was subsidized and directed from Berlin. 
After the conclusion of the first World War, the 
North African services of Wilhelmstrasse began to 
create trouble in Morocco. The German role in the 
rebellion of Abd-el-Krim is too well known to be 
stressed here. Among the Germans interested in the 
Moroccan question were diplomats of the first rank, 
such as von Weiszaecker, who until recently, as 
German ambassador at the Vatican, kept a watchful 
eye on developments in the Mediterranean. One 
German “Wissenschaftler,” Edgar Probster, pubished 
in various German scientific publications during the 
years 1933-1938 a series of articles which proved his 
profound knowledge of North African problems. 
For years Germany trained civil servants in special 
schools for her prospective colonies. Morocco had a 
prominent place in German colonial dreams. As a 
rich country with immense ore deposits, at the doors 
of Europe, it would constitute an excellent comple- 
ment to the Ruhr industries. 


It is clear that German intrigues in Morocco were 
intended to sow disunion and prepare the country 
for German rule. Those machinations succeeded to a 
certain extent. Moslem circles. whose authority was 
greatly diminished by the French conquest jealously 
observed the rise of the Europeanized Jewish élite, 
which in the coastal zone was more and more pro- 
tected from the tyranny of native cadis and pashas. 
In addition, the European colony in Morocco was 
far from being select. “Colonies are not made with 
the pure of heart,” according to Liautey. Those who 
came from France included a goodly number of 


‘| adventurers, good-for-nothings, and banished persons. 


All hoped to find their Eldorado. Another stream of 
immigration flowed from Algiers. The Algerian 
riecoch, a mixture of Italians, Spaniards, and French, 
were already anti-Semitic for specifically Algerian 
reasons. Intolerant, vain, and very proud of being 
European, they could not but hate the Moroccan Jews 
who were only just emerging from medieval condi- 
tions. At first there was commiseration mixed with 
contempt, but it quickly turned to wrath when they 
realized that the Moroccan Jew was easily their su- 
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perior in business shrewdness. The Jew of the coast 
spoke English, French, Spanish, was sometimes edu- 
cated in London, had family or business relations in 
England, was free from the oppression of the Sherif, 
being under British or other foreign protection, and 
had means at his disposal of which the Algerian 
Frenchman did not even dream. Because he was firmly 
established, knew the country and native mentality 
better, and was often more artful, he frequently bested 
the European or Algerian adventurer. 


The European immigrant was obliged to establish 
himself in ill-paid administrative positions. Later, 
often thanks to governmental support and subsidy, 
he succeeded in founding industries and farms. But 
in commerce, where profits are easiest, he met the 
Jew at every turn. His original animosity was quickly 
fanned into hatred, which in turn gave way to an 
acute, violent, political anti-Semitism, particularly 
after the Blum experiment. The right-wing parties, 
viz, the ill-famed Parti Social Francais, began to 
preach almost overtly principles leading to civil war. 
Of course, this propaganda was conducted in the 
name of the purest patriotism, but the Berlin Aws- 
landsdienst was not altogether foreign to it. In the 
meantime, broadcasts from Berlin, Stuttgart, Rome, 
and Bari were daily poisoning their more and more 
numerous listeners from Larache to Agadir and from 
Oudjda to the Saharan borders. When Spanish Mo- 
rocco was seized by Franco, the Reich virtually be- 
came present on Moroccan soil. 


It is extremely curious that contrary to expecta- 
tions, there were no anti-Jewish riots in Morocco 
during the Vichy period. That is easily explained, 
however. During the years 1940-42, Morocco was 
the granary of Germany and an inexhaustible mine 
of ore. Disorders would have been detrimental to 
the war effort of Germany. But the liberation of 
North Africa by American troops was immediately 
followed by anti-Jewish disturbances. Prior to the 
actual invasion, when it was more or less known in 
Vichy circles that a landing was imminent in North 
Africa or Dakar, a veritable call to pillage and mur- 
der had already been proclaimed by such Vichy offi- 
cial or semi-official organizations as La Legion 
Francaise de Combattants. After the landings, the 
Jewish quarters in various Moroccan cities were over- 
run; children, women, and old people were molested, 
and several synagogues were stoned and desecrated. 
When General de Gaulle arrived at Algiers and re- 
moved high Vichy officials, the anti-Semites were 
compelled to go underground for the time being, 
emerging from time to time, however, on such oc- 
casions as V-E Day. The danger of anti-Jewish riots 
will exist as long as Vichy elements succeed in hid- 
ing among the lower. levels of the administrative 
services. It is still not considered wise in certain 
milieux to say that Vichy betrayed France. 
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Crypto-Vichy French often say that the Arab 
masses are profoundly anti-Jewish. However, in pres- 
ent-day Morocco, Moslem political trends are very 
similar to those of Egypt. There is a movement for 
national independence, but even if it is anti-Zionist, 
it is not anti-Semitic. Jews travel in safety to the 
most remote places in the Atlas mountains. Here, 
as in other countries, it can be said that Jewish-Arab 
relations would be quite satisfactory if reactionary 
European elements were not trying to maintain them- 
selves in power by a “divide et impera’ policy. It is 
true that in independent Morocco Jews were despised 
and mistreated. Times have changed, however, and 
Moslem mentality, too, has changed. Intelligent 
Arabs realize that Jews are not a danger to them, 
but a peaceful, and potentially a friendly element. 
Many Moslem leaders would like to win Jews over 
to the idea of Moroccan independence. The anti- 
Jewish policy of Vichy has succeeded in increasing 
the popularity of this very idea among many Jews. 

* * * 

In the United States, the World Jewish Congress 
has taken considerable interest in the fate of the for- 
gotten Jews of Morocco. Over two years ago, a 
W.J.C. study group was formed which formulated 
a rehabilitation plan for Moroccan Jewry. Wartime 
conditions did not permit further development of 
this program. The arrival of North African delegates 
at the War Emergency Conference of the World 
Jewish Congress, which took place in November, 
1944, at Atlantic City, permitted an exchange of 
views. These deliberations resulted in the formulation 
of a minimum program for Moroccan Jews which 
can be summarized as follows: 

1. Outlawry of anti-Semitism. 

2. Optional choice between French jurisdiction 

and native Moroccan jurisdiction. 

3. Free public education. 

4. Equitable participation in the distribution of 
public credit for such purposes as low-cost 
housing. 

Admission to the civil service. 
Free Zionist activity in all parts of the country. 
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DOCUMENTS 


3 POLITICAL DECLARATION OF THE A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
Wor.p ZIONIST CONFERENCE 





SINCERE WISHES FOR 


I. 


1. The Conference notes with deep regret and re- 
sentment that the White Paper of 1939 is, even 
after the termination of the war, still in force. The 
White Paper constituted a repudiation of the inter- 
national pledge undertaken towards the Jewish 
people; it ignored the recognition granted in public 
law to the historic connection between the Jewish 
people and Palestine; it violated the natural and his- 
toric right of the Jews acknowledged in the Mandate 
to return to their homeland; it barred the access of 
Jews to the soil of Palestine and confined their free- PITTSTON 
dom of settlement within a small fraction of the STEVEDORING CORPORATION 
country’s territory, thereby subjecting them to a 
measure of racial discrimination which today, after 
the repeal of Nuremberg laws, is the only survival 
of its kind in the civilized world; it condemned the 
Jews to remain in Palestine, as in all countries of 




















their dispersion, a permanent minority; it denied to 17 BATTERY PLACE 

the Jews the right enjoyed by every nation to be free 

and independent in its country. NEW YOR CITY 
es 2. The policy of the White Paper is responsible 


for the loss of tens of thousands, perhaps hundreds 
of thousands, of Jewish lives. But for the White 
Paper, those Jews, who perished in Europe, could 








have been saved in time by being admitted to Pal- BUY WAR BONDS 
estine. The tragedy of the “Patria,” the boat which 

was sunk in despair by its refugee passengers to pre- * 

vent their deportation; the unprecedented forcible 

exile of a transport of refugees to Mauritius; and 

most poignant of all the pai of the “Struma,” B L U E B E L Li, | nc. 
the refugee vessel which, on being turned back from 93 WORTH STREET 

its voyage to Palestine, perished in the Black Sea— NEW YORK CITY 


are all the results of the White Paper policy. Children 
for whom the Jewish Agency sought in vain to ob- 
tain immigration permits on the outbreak of the 
war, an application which was refused on account Of | ees _ 
the White Paper, were subsequently burnt in the 
| death furnaces of Maidanek and other extermination 
centers. Even now, tens of thousands of Jews are 
languishing in the camps of Central Europe and 
suffering acute distress merely because the continua- 


tion of the White Paper policy makes their rehabili- 
tation impossible. J ° S ch u | man 
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3. The White Paper was issued without the ap- 300 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


proval of the League of Nations, and without con- 
sultation with the Government of the U.S.A. The extends to their relatives and friends best wishes 
only organ of the League of Nations to which the 
White Paper was referred, the Permanent Mandates 
Commission, declared it to be incompatible with the 
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provisions of the Mandate. Mr. Winston Churchill 
stated at the time in the House of Commons that the 
White Paper contained “a plain breach of a solemn 
obligation” and that it was a mortal blow to the 
Jewish people. Leading members of the present Gov- 
ernment, as indeed the whole of the Parliamentary 
Labor Party as well as many members of other 
parties, voted against the White Paper. Speaking for 
the Labor Party, Mr. Herbert Morrison declared that 
the White Paper “would not be automatically bind- 
ing” upon a Labor Government whenever it were 
formed. 

4. The White Paper signified at the time a con- 
cession to Arab terrorism which raged in Palestine 
from 1936 onwards with the support of Hitler and 
Mussolini. It was a part of the appeasement policy 
pursued by the Chamberlain Government, with 
special application to the then Mufti of Jerusalem 
and his henchmen. Its purpose was to gain Arab 
support in the event of a war with the Axis. But the 
White Paper failed to achieve even that practical ob- 
jective, as witness the open alliance with Hitler of 
Rashid Ali of Baghdad and of the Mufti of Jerusalem. 
Only the decisive victory of the United Nations 
brought about, towards the end of hostilities in 
Europe, a formal declaration of war against Ger- 
many on the part of the Arab States. 

5. The Jews of Palestine were the only national 
entity in the Middle East which mobilized its whole 
potential for the support of Great Britain and her 
Allies. The war effort of the Jews of Palestine, mili- 
tary and economic—the voluntary enlistment of tens 
of thousands of men and women for active service 
and the mobilization of all industrial, agricultural 
and scientific resources—was unique in the Middle 
East. Jewish military units served and fought in Pal- 
estine, France, Egypt, Abyssinia, Eritrea, Greece, 
Crete, Syria, Iraq, Libya, Malta and Italy. The Jewish 
Brigade Group took a gallant part in the final defeat 
of the enemy on the Italian front. 

6. Only some 60,000 Jews managed to escape 
from Europe to Palestine during the war. A hundred 
times as many—some six million men, women and 
children—were put to death by the Nazis and their 
satellites. What happened to our people in Europe 
did not and could not happen to any people in the 
world which has a country and a state of its own. 
The remnants of European Jewry cannot and will 
not continue their existence among the graveyards 
of the millions of their slaughtered brethren. Their 
only salvation lies in their speediest settlement in 
Palestine. Hundreds of thousands of Jews in some 
countries of the Orient live under precarious con- 
ditions, amidst hatred and religious intolerance. Their 
eyes are turned to Zion. The vast majority of the 
Jewish people throughout the world feel that they 
have no chance of “freedom from fear” unless the 
status of the Jews, as individuals and as a nation, 
has been made equal to that of all normal peoples 
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and the Jewish State of Palestine has been established. 

7. The return of Jews to Palestine and their settle- 
ment in it has not proceeded and will not proceed 
at the expense of others. The Arabs and other in- 
habitants of Palestine will continue to benefit, not 
less than in the past, from the increasing economic 
opportunities. In addition to full equality of rights 
they will enjoy every freedom in organizing autono- 
mously their religious, cultural and social affairs. 
Jewish immigration and settlement will continue to 
be based, as hitherto, on the development of resources 
untapped by others. Jewish and non-Jewish experts 
have already worked out irrigation, power and de- 
velopment schemes which will enable both new large- 
scale colonization and the raising of the standard of 
life of all inhabitants, Jews and Arabs alike. Jewish 
Palestine will also act as a lever of progress and 
prosperity for the whole Middle East. The Arab 
States, with their underpopulated and underdeveloped 
territories, will find in the Jewish State a faithful ally: 
it will contribute to the best of its ability to the 
progress of its neighbors. 

8. The Conference endorses the declaration of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine, communicated at the 
time to H.M. Government that the White Paper is 
devoid of any moral and legal validity. Now that the 
war has ended, the Jews cannot possibly acquiesce in 
the continuation of the White Paper under any 
circumstances whatsoever, whether in its present, or 
in any modified form. There can be no solution to 
the inseparable twin problems of the Jewish people 
and Palestine except by constituting Palestine, un- 
divided and undiminished, as a Jewish State, in ac- 
cordance with the original purpose of the Balfour 
Declaration. 

9. Any delay in the solution of the problem, any 
attempt at half-measures, any decision which, how- 
ever favorable, remains on paper and is not faith- 
fully and speedily implemented would not meet the 
tragedy of the hour and might only increase suffer- 
ing amongst the Jewish people and tension in Pal- 
estine. 

II. 

The Conference proclaims its full endorsement 
of the following requests submitted by the Jewish 
Agency to H.M. Government on the 22nd May, 
1945: 

(a) That an immediate decision be announced to 

establish Palestine as a Jewish State; 

(b) That the Jewish Agency be invested with all 
necessary authority to enable as many Jews 
as it finds possible to come to Palestine and 
settle there, and to develop, fully and speed- 
ily, all the resources of the country—especially 
land and power resources; 

(c) That an international loan and other help be 
given for the transfer of the first million of 
Jews to Palestine, and for the economic de- 
velopment of the country; 
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(d) That reparations in kind from Germany be 
granted to the Jewish people for the up- 
building of Palestine, and—as a first instal- 
ment—all the German property in Palestine 
be used for the re-settlement of Jews from 
Europe; 

(e) That international facilities be provided for 
the exit and transit of all Jews who wish to 
settle in Palestine. 


The Conference begs to address an urgent appeal 
to His Majesty’s Government to implement these 
requests without delay. It appeals to the principal 
Allies of H.M. Government and to all the United 
Nations to give H.M. Government their full moral 
and material support in the adoption and implemen- 
tation. of this policy. 


MANIFESTO 


After a separation of six years of war and devas- 
tation and on the threshold of the complete victory 
of the United Nations over the Nazi-Fascist Axis, the 
representatives of the Zionist Movement have as- 
sembled to take counsel. Brothers scattered all over 
the globe have met again to consider the fate of their 
people, and to set a course in the present hour for its 
struggle for existence and liberation. 


The Conference noted with pride that over one 
million Jews fought on land, sea and in the air in all 
the Allied Forces. Tens of thousands of men and 
women from Palestine—all volunteers—joined the 
Jewish Units and, for the first time in the history of 
Europe, a Jewish Brigade fought under the Jewish 
flag as representative of the homeland of the Jewish 
people. 

The Conference learned with deep satisfaction that 
the continuous growth of Jewish Palestine was not 
interrupted in these years of war. During the war 
scores of new agricultural settlements were estab- 
lished; tens of thousands of immigrants and refugees 
from all countries were absorbed; industry expanded; 
educational and scientific institutions made progress; 
and the Jewish war effort of Palestine—military, 
economic and scientific, played its part in the great 
struggle in the Middle East and in other war 
theatres. 


Despite these cheering reports, the Conference 
was plunged into mourning. During these six years 
over one-third of the Jewish people was wiped out. 
European Jewry was ruined. Some six million Jews 
—men, women and children—were slaughtered by 
Nazi murderers and their henchmen before the very 
eyes of the whole world, with none to aid or deliver. 
From all corners of occupied Europe, Jews of all 
ages were carried in death-trains to the furnaces and 
gas-chambers of Maidanek, Treblinka and Oswiecim, 
in which they were done to death. 
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The best of the Jewish youth in the ghettos stood 
up with desperate and sublime heroism to avenge 
the honor of their people. They added a new page 
of glory to the age-long annals of Jewish martyrdom. 

The Conference stood bowed in reverence before 
the memory of those heroes who fell fighting on the 
ghetto walls. Some of them who miraculously 
escaped, brought to the Conference the last testament 
of the millions of martyrs: to redeem Zion, and 
gather within her walls the scattered sons and 
daughters of Israel. 


May the conscience of humanity listen to the voice 
of the blood of millions of slaughtered Jews crying 
from the ghetto ruins. We perished merely because 
we were the sons of a homeless and stateless people; 
the victory of freedom and justice will not be com- 
plete, and the new world order of true peace and 
brotherhood will not be established, unless the his- 
toric wrong committed against our people for cen- 
turies past is righted, a Jewish State re-established in 
our ancient land, the Jewish people given its right- 
ful place as a free nation in the family of mankind, 
and every Jew, wherever he lives, enjoys full citizen- 
ship. 

The Conference appeals to every man and woman 
in Israel to heed the cry of those who are no more; 
let us rally with devotion and faith round the blood- 
soaked banner of our people; let us join in redeeming 
the desolation of our country and in the building of 
our State; let us struggle shoulder to shoulder for 
Jewish rights and Jewish honor wherever they are in 
jeopardy; let us not rest until the complete restora- 
tion of our people to its own country has been 
achieved. 


I. 


The Conference listened with anguish and with 
pride to the reports of the present trials and tribula- 
tions of tens of thousands of survivors of Nazi con- 
centration and labor camps, who, in spite of all their 
sufferings and present distress, have refused to return 
to their former countries of residence, which are now 
but mass graveyards of their fellow-Jews, and who 
are determined to work out their own salvation in 
Palestine. The Conference sends them a message of 
brotherhood and assures them that the Zionist Move- 
ment will leave nothing undone until the gates of 
Palestine are opened wide to receive them all so that 
they may share in the new life of the Jewish people 
in Zion. 


Il. 


The Conference sends its heartfelt greetings to the 
Zionist Movement in those countries from which 
Zionists were unable—for reasons beyond their con- 
trol—to send delegates to the Conference. Let them 
stand firm. The Zionist Movement and the entire 
Jewish people stand behind them. 
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DIGEST OF THE MONTH 





INUREMBERG 


IN THE 20th Anniversary Issue of 
Davar, Zev Feinstein, a soldier of 
the Jewish Brigade, outlines a strik- 
ing proposal: 

1. The idea arose within the ranks: 
to call a conference of the delegates 
of all the Jewish soldiers in this war: 
—the volunteers of Palestine, the spe- 
cial patrols and security forces in Pales- 


tine, Jewish soldiers from Great Britain 
and the dominions, from America, Rus- 
sia and Poland, from the forces of the 
Maquis in France, from the survivors 
of the rebellions in the Ghettos and 
from the various Partisans: all the 
groups and organizations which took 
part in the war out of a sense of self- 
sacrifice, whose concern for the honor 
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of their people led them to the battle- 
field, to revolts in the concentration- 
camps,—all those whom the tragedy 
of the Jewish people moved to acts 
of vengeance, making manifest the 
Jewish need of dignity and our refusal 
to be slaves. 

And with them all the important 
persons and institutions who have given 
utterance to the struggle of the Jewish 
people for life, who have fortified its 
courage and watched over it, who have 
nourished its spirit and given comfort 
to its heart, all those who have upheld 
it, have dreamed its dream and beheld 
its vision, leading us into the paths of 
devotion and self-sacrifice for the sake 
of our people,—they should all be gath- 
ered together there. 

2. Where should the conference be 
held? 

In Nuremberg, the corrupted city, 
cradle of the diabolic theories of Hit- 
ler, the city in which the annihilation 
of an ancient people, rich in suffering 
and proud in heritage, was proclaimed 
among the laws of the state. 

There was no want of anti-Semitism 
before this. It was there in every age 
and in every generation and in every 
country. We knew it in “free and civil- 
ized” Germany as well. It was this 
“zoological” anti-Semitism that served 
as a cement in the hands of the enemy 
and his supporters, the means by which 
they sought to unite the German peo- 
ple behind them, making possible their 
rise to power,—even before Nurem- 
berg. Nuremberg, however, provided 
a particular innovation of its own. It 
was there that the persecution of the 
Jews was set down in the laws of a state 
and a nation, and all the means of 
the state, all the instruments of its 
power and its organization, scientific 
and technical, all its organs and repre- 
sentatives were mobilized toward the 
fulfillment of this decree. 

The descendants of the creators of 
the Bible, the great-great-grandsons of 
those who prophesied the vision of 
“the end of days,” a people devoted to 
work and to peace—were represented 
as the enemy of mankind, as con- 
temptible beasts, as the vilest of crea- 
tures, soulless and subhuman. It was 
in Nuremberg that the flag of the new, 
the terrible modern crusade, the cru- 
sade against the Jews, was first un- 
furled. 

This is the place most fitting for a 
gathering of the Jewish fighters who 
did their bit toward the destruction of 
this stronghold of terror, who contrib- 
uted their share of blood and human 
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aviation after the war. 


agony to the abolition of this night- 
mare,—the destruction of Naziism and 
the crucible wherein it was forged. 


3. What is to be the purpose of this 
conference and what its program? 


It should be a fraternal meeting of 
the soldiers of the Jewish people, what- 
ever their place of origin and what- 
ever the organization they belong to, 
and it should serve to unite them, to 
kindle in their hearts a feeling of 
brotherhood and a sense of their com- 
mon destiny; it should strengthen their 
sense of Jewish independence and 
strength and should plant in the hearts 
of many of them an awareness of the 
significance of the Jewish fight for life 
and for a future. 


This gathering will make known, 
over the ruins of Nuremberg, that the 
people of Israel lives, that it is a nation 
of flesh and blood, that it has not been 
defeated, that it has not been enslaved, 
and that it has not given up its vision 
and its hope for liberation, for it is 
determined, without retreating an inch 
in the fight for its own destiny, to 
forge its future with its own hands. 
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At this conference the fighting Jews 
of our generation will take stock of 
themselves, commemorate their sacri- 
fices and count their gains; they will 
sum up the lessons that they have 
learned; they will call for a boycott of 
Germany,—so that it may be remem- 
bered with horror forever, and so that 
no Jews may wish to enter it again. 


This conference will carry its mes- 
sage to the Jewish nation and to Jewish 
youth in all quarters of the globe; it 
will demand that they learn their les- 
son from the history of the Diaspora— 
it will call upon them to do away with 
its shame. It will call for their return 
to Zion and, utteting words of com- 
fort to the remnant which survives, 
it will infuse their hearts with the 
spirit of striving,—striving for the re- 
building of our ancient, long-desired 
homeland. 

It will demand that the world recog- 
nize the justice of our claims, that it 
offer assistance toward the restoration 
of what has been destroyed, help toward 
the rebuilding of our country in our 
own right, toward Jewish independence 
and Jewish dignity. 








° Let us offer a prayer in overwhelming gratitude for the complete 
victory which is finally ours . . . and in thanksgiving for the supreme 
joys of peacetime which we are now experiencing. Let us pray, too, that 
in the new world now being established people everywhere will have 
. according to 


the opportunity to live .. 


OLD-TIME CANDIES 


. now and forever more . . 
to the democratic standards of justice 
and deceny for which America fought. 
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4. Generation turns to generation— 
and from one end of the earth to the 
other comes the question: what mean- 
ing should the history of our time 
carry for us? 

We who remain among the living 
grew up with the feeling that we be- 
longed to a great people,—great and 
numerous, though unhappy. With what 
feelings of loss and bereavement will 
the children of the next Jewish genera- 
tion grow up to maturity? For there 
is a great difference between the sense 
of belonging to a great people and 
that of belonging to a small one. How 
shall we educate the next generation 
and how shall we bring them up? 


Shall they only be brought up to 
be aware of the enormity of the disas- 
ter that overtook us? To know of how 
isolated and deserted we stood in the 
blackest days of our history? To know 
only of the nearly ten million who 
were uprooted, murdered, buried and 
burnt alive——men, women and chil- 
dren,—with no one to help or to de- 
fend them? 

No. Not only this, for there was 
also the miracle of the fight for Israel. 
At every front, from every country, 
and from Palestine. We were not 
merely sheep led to the slaughter, our 
necks outstretched for the knife. There 
was, too, the desperate courage of 
heroes behind the ghetto walls, the 
quiet confidence in the hearts of those 
defending their homeland, the ven- 
geance of partisans fighting by night, 
the rescue of comrades at the risk of 
life ... the pursuit of the enemy, weap- 
on in hand, at the front, the longing 
of millions for Aliya, the daring and 
devotion of youth, finding a way to 
Palestine, despite all the restrictions. 

Characteristic Jewish stubbornness, 
the age-old desire for liberation, the 
responsibility of the individual for the 
community and the concern of the 
community for its members, the deep 
and hidden yearnings of the nation for 
renewal, all these were united in the 
souls of this fighting generation. 

And beyond this, out of the centuries 
of longing, out of the profound urge 
to rebuild Jewish life on an independ- 
ent basis and to work for a gathering 
in of exiles in our own land, the frame- 
work of a concrete demand for a Jew- 
ish state in Palestine was finally laid 
down. 

A flame was lit in multitudes of 
hearts, the essence of our noblest yearn- 
ings and a center for the aspirations of 
our souls. It was not our generation 
who created it,—but it was our geneta- 
tion that breathed the spirit of life 
into it anew, making it real and actual. 

No longer did we comfort ourselves 
in inaction with the idea of “the im- 
mortality of Israel,” nor would any 
faith in the “automatic processes” of 
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evolution suffice. No longer was this a 
final goal for remote generations. In- 
stead it was the command of the hour, 
the legacy of our great catastrophe,— 
the duty of our generation toward the 
future of its children and the fate of 
its people, a task and an obligation 
calling for fulfillment from us, now, in 
our time. 

5. The very fact of the conference 
would become of cultural value for our 
suffering people in days to come. The 
record of our times will tell of the 
striving of the Jewish people to achieve 
political organization, of the mobiliza- 
tion of its energies in the rebuilding of 
Palestine, the creation of the necessary 
instruments for the various services 
needed in the upbuilding of the land 
and of continual, persevering work 
toward the unifying of our people and 
the concentration of its energies. 

But in this, our time, two achieve- 
ments stand out, two achievements 
closely linked, from which a single con- 
clusion may be drawn. 

From the Jewish self-defense in 
Czarist Russia,—beginning with the 
organization of the self-defense groups 
in Gomel and Rostov and in other 
places—the path led straight to the 
idea of aliya to Palestine and work on 
the Palestinian soil. The same path led 
from the organization of self-defense 
units in the Ukraine, during the last 
war, against the White Russian po- 
gromists, to the founding of Hek- 
halutz and the third Aliya. This was 
the path that led us through the con- 
quest of labor to the creation of work- 
ers’ settlements, through the founding 
of HaShomer and the Jewish Legion 
of twenty-five years ago to the crea- 
tion of a popular, mass self-defense 
organization, the Hagana, and thence 
to our armed “wall and tower” out- 
posts in 1936-39 and our first settle- 
ments in the south of Palestine. 

This was an expression of the new 
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spirit of our generation, the stiffening 
of our backs, the growth of our new 
self-respect as Jews and the fresh evalu- 
ation of our own strength. This was the 
spirit that created the type of the new 
Jew, transforming us from the weak- 
est of peoples into a strong, worldwide 
movement with our achievements to 
its credit and capable of taking the 
stand that we are taking today. 

But the external conditions of our 
period, the harsh lives of masses of 
our people, our early failures and the 
dread of new persecutions,—a lack 
of sufficient strength and a lack of self- 
confidence caused us to limit our aims 
to the defense of life and honor, the 
protection of our first achievements, 
the defense of our few possessions, our 
fledgling settlements: defense of the 
already existing and of the few values 
that had so painfully been created. 


6. The conditions of our time, how- 
ever, after our great calamity, with the 
world in the state of the flux that we 
see today, force us to continue in the 
direction we have already taken—but 
on another level, the level of real strug- 
gle: the struggle of a nation for its very 
existence, for its right to life, for its 
future, for the gathering in of its 
exiles, for full national and human lib- 
eration, for its historic vision. The very 
existence of the soldiers of Israel in 
this war is, in itself, an expression of 
the new level to which the nation has 
risen in its struggles and suffering. And 
the conference at Nuremberg will em- 
phasize this, and will transmit this 
awareness to the Jewish masses and 
to Jewish youth everywhere. 

Just as the beginning of our path 
led naturally to Aliya, Aliya to our 
country and to our people, so its con- 
tinuation will lead to a strengthening 
of the same movement, though in other 
forms. But, in order that this move- 
ment be given sufficient scope, in order 
that it have the broadest perspectives, 
a full recognition is necessary of the 
new level that we have reached, the 
level of struggle. 

What is the meaning of this strug- 
gle and what name shall we give to 
it? 

If one were to sum up the contribu- 
tion of our generation to Jewish his- 
tory, its essence would be found in 
three things: the “illegal” immigration, 
the revolt of the Ghettos, the voluntary 
mobilization for service in this war 
and active participation in it. 

It is true that the actual processes 
of life and their daily renewal flow in 
many and various channels, some mani- 
fest to all and some hidden from the 
eye—whether in the building up of 
the land, in the creation or transforma- 
tion of values, in unity and in division, 
in culture and in science, on workaday 
occasions and on holidays. But the 
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summing up of a generation’s achieve- 
ment, the definition of its essential 
quality is concentrated in a particular 
and central phenomenon: in the case 
of our generation in these three char- 
acteristic movements. 

The period of struggle into which we 
have entered will call upon every Jew 
to straighten his bearing, to lift up his 
head, and to keep his look level. Nor 
will this be a simple thing for children 
who have just left their hiding-places 
in the underground or in monasteries. 
During these years of living outside 
the pale of society they have become 
accustomed to seeing themselves as 
strange beings, unlike other people. 
They absorbed the hostile attitudes of 

- their environment, the glances full of 
anger, suspicion and fear, both on the 
part of their persecutors and their res- 
cuers, They learned the art of hiding, 
the technique of the whisper, the habit 
of self-effacement through terror and 
habituation to a life of fear and hor- 
ror. Their awareness of the period of 
struggle with which we are faced will 
make them proud, free, and creative 
human beings capable of taking their 
fate into their own hands. 

This struggle means the wiping out 
of the Diaspora and its speedy aboli- 
tion. The diabolic doctrines of Hitler 
and his movement made this calamity 
come upon us. But these were only the 
secondary causes. With the fall of 
Germany and the execution of the 
criminals these causes will be removed. 
But this will not remove the cause 
of causes, the root of the evil. And, 
as the root of the evil is the Diaspora, 
the Diaspora must be abolished. It is 
for us, in our time, in this period of 
struggle, to achieve this end. 

And the way for us, including both 
the means and the content, is immigra- 
tion, immigration under any circum- 
stances. The desire for life on the part 
of the Jewish people found expres- 
sion in its fight during the war. In the 
days of peace to come, the desire for 
life on the part of the Jewish people 
will reveal itself in the act of immigra- 
tion to Palestine, under any circum- 
stances, And it is probable that, just 
as the revelation of Jewish strength 
was not acceptable during the war, so 
the revelation of its strength and de- 
sire for life may not be acceptable in 
many quarters during the peace. Our 
period, this period of struggle will call 
for no compromise and no retreat:— 
it will call for continuation, at any 
cost, for extensions, for increase and 
growth, despite everything. 

8. There is need for discussion con- 
cerning this conference. Are we ready, 
and are we worthy of taking the ini- 
tiative for it? Have we the strength 
necessaty for its realization? Are we 


capable of organizing it, preparing its 
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program, imbuing it with the spirit and 
giving it the direction that it deserves 
—making it the instrument of educa- 
tional value that it should be? Who 
is ready to assume the responsibility 
and to accept this obligation? 


THE “TRANSITION PERIOD’ 
IN PALESTINE 


INCREASED ATTENTION is being given 
in the Palestine press to the prob- 
lems of the transition period leading 
to the establishment of a democratic 
Jewish Commonwealth, based upon a 
Jewish majority, according to the de- 
mand of the Biltmore Program. In 
Milkhamtenu, Hebrew labor monthly 
of Tel Aviv, the question of the “Pal- 
estinian Administration (and civil 
service) during the Transition Pe- 
riod” is discussed by Aryeh Lvavi. 

The author notes certain fundamen- 
tal requirements for the transformation 
of Palestine into a Jewish Common- 
wealth: immigration and the influx 
of capital; the development of agri- 
cultural and industrial productive ca- 
pacity; and, finally, a rise in the Pales- 
tinian standard of living, so that the 
population will be able to pay higher 
taxes in order to amortize development 
costs. The British administration at 
first failed to encourage these trends 
and, since 1939, has been directly im- 
peding them. On the other hand, the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine was cre- 
ated specifically for such purposes. It 
should therefore have, says Lvavi, pow- 
ers similar to the Tennessee Valley 
Authority for land and water develop- 
ment, and in addition the power to 
control immigration. 

These powers would not do away 
with the rights of other governmental 
authorities, during the transition pe- 
riod. For instance, “foreign affairs and 
general security matters would be in 
the province of the British adminis- 
tration” for that time. However, there 
would obviously have to be close co- 
operation between the Palestinian gov- 
ernment and the Jewish Agency, as 
development authority. 

* * ¢@ 


The author foresees difficulties in 
regard to this matter, in view of the 
present composition of the civil serv- 
ice and the employment policies of 
the Palestine government. 

“According to figures quoted at the 
Histadrut convention in January 1945, 
there are only 2,000 Jews among the 
60.000 workers employed by the Pal- 
estinian government ‘(excluding war 
workers). There are only 650 Jews 
among the 7,500 railroad workers in 
Palestine. Jews amount to approxi- 
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mately 12% of the regular police force. 
There are no definite statistics avail- 
able on the percentage of Jews among 
the 25,000 lesser Palestinian officials. 
As far as policy-making officials are 
concerned however, the following table 
gives some idea of the relative pro- 
portions of Jews, Arabs, and Britons. 


PERSONS ENTERING GOV'T SERVICE 
IN A POLICY-MAKING CAPACITY 


Time Jews Arabs English Total 
1920-5* 7 te - S663 
1925-9° 18 41 41 100 


1930-3° 4 20 52 76 


1934-6* 24 18 68 110 

1937-43" 33 40 160 233 

Total 153 263 418 834 
2 The Samuel Period. 


? From Plumer until the riots of 1929. 

* From the riots of 1929 until the begin- 
ning of large scale immigration. 

* The mass immigration period—until the 
Peel report. 

*From the Peel Report through the 
White Paper. 
It is obvious from the table that the 
tendency has been towards an increase 
in the proportion of British adminis- 
trative officials, especially during peri- 
ods of strife and unrest. Even more 
illustrative of this tendency, which 
cannot be anything but deliberate, is 
the fact that if one divides these policy- 
making officials into categories accord- 
ing to rank, one finds that in the top 
rank 135 officials are British, 5 are 
Arabs, and 3 are Jews. This is further 
accentuated by the fact that even in 
the lower ranks, the key officials are 
in the main also British. The secre- 
taries, the hedd officials, those in 
charge of secret documents are all 
British. 


“A second problem arises from the 
fact that the Jews, who make up at 
present one-third of the population, 
furnish, according to A. Ulitzur, three- 
fourths of the government income, but 
benefit only from approximately one- 
tenth of governmental expenditures. 
An outstanding case in point is the 
budget for education. In 1944 the gov- 
ernment pafticipation in the Vaad 
Leumi budget for Jewish education 
amounted to LP.75,000 out of a total 
of LP.820,000. Since the government 
allocates educational funds not on the 
basis of the number of children actu- 
ally attending school but on the basis 
of the number of children of school 
age in the various populations, the 
government spends about three times 
as much on the individual Arab child 
attending school as it does on the Jew- 
ish child. The governmental provision 
for educating Jewish children is to- 
tally inadequate, and forces the Jew- 
ish community to raise large sums in 
addition to taxes for this purpose. . . . 





55 





NOTHING BETTER 


Today as ever men who investigate and study 
things from all angles find that with the average 
man life insurance should be the main depend- 
ence for family and old-age protection. 


Ask 
a Prudential representative 
for the reasons why 





She PRUDENTIAL 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 
A mutual life insurance company 


HOME OFFICE NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 




















Tomorrow may bring opportunity or trouble; you are 
ready for either when you have financial security. To 
build that security, buy War Bonds regularly and make 
systematic additions to your Savings Account. This is 
the road that leads to both long-term and immediate 
protection. 

Let the Emigrant Industrial Savings Bank help you 
with its two offices, and its convenient “bank-by-mail” 
plan. It’s easy to save when you have a plan. 


EMIGRANT 


inpusTRrIAL SAVINGS BANK 
51 Chambers Street 5 East 42nd Street 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 











56 


There are Two tumy things 
bout Wmer 


The first is Wilmer’s getup. 
The second is that he doesn’t care if 
he does look like a castoff scarecrow. 

Because Wilmer’s a lot smarter 
than he looks. While he’s making 
more than he’s ever made before— 
he’s doing right by his country. The 
dough he’d spend for a fancy ward- 
robe goes right smack into War 
Bonds. . . and for this Uncle Sam is 
mighty proud of him. 

And Wilmer’s doing right by him- 

self, too. Because in a few short years 
he’s going to be able to do something 
he’s planned on. He’s going to send 
Wilmer, Jr. to college—and in clothes 
that won’t be any fugitives from a 
scarecrow, either. 
He’s going to be able to do it because 
Uncle Sam is going to give him back 
a rich hundred bucks for every sev- 
enty-five Wilmer’s lending now. 

Naturally, you don’t have to look 
like Wilmer . . . or tramp around in 
rags ... to make your country proud 
of you, and your own future a whole 
lot more secure. 

All you have to do is keep getting 
those War Bonds—and then forget- 





ting them till they come due. Not 
bad—that four dollars for every 
three, and the safest investment in 
the world! 
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“A third serious problem arises from 
the fact that the whole British ad- 
ministrative setup is not built to meet 
the needs of the Jewish population. 
The school for juvenile delinquents in 
Bethlehem contains Jewish children, 
yet the instructors use only Arabic. 
The prisons in Palestine are Arabic 
prisons. Government hospitals usu- 
ally contain a British section and a 
Palestinian section. The Palestinian 
section is exclusively adapted toward 
servicing the Arab patient. Only re- 
cently have some minor changes been 
made in this respect. The government 
department of agriculture deals mainly 
with Arab agriculture, and is not 
equipped at all to service the advanced 
modern needs of Jewish agricul- 
ture. ... 

* * * 

“It is imperative (concludes the 
writer) that during the transition pe- 
riod we minimize to the greatest pos- 
sible extent any moral and material 
harm which could come to the Jewish 
community as a result of present ad- 
ministrative policies, while making 
every effort to develop an administra- 
tive setup which will adequately serve 
the needs of the Jewish community. 
It is characteristic of all transition 
periods that it is impossible to succeed 
if there exists a constitutional-legal 
system which cannot adapt itself to 
new situations. Our purpose in Pales- 
tine is to develop a Jewish citizenry 
which shall be the majority people. 
Our purpose is also to develop an Arab 
citizenry which shall be equal before 


‘|the law, autonomous culturally, and 


loyal to the country. The tendency to- 
ward a monopoly of key administra- 
tive posts in the hands of British offi- 
cers is not in harmony with the pro- 
gram for the establishment of a Jew- 
ish state. Ie is, moreover, in direct 
contradiction to the frequent an- 
nouncements of the government itself 
about the ‘training of natives for ad- 
ministrative positions.’ 

“The generally accepted method of 
educating a population towards admin- 
istration is, by successive stages, to 
place more and more of the respon- 
sibility of government in the hands of 
the people. The British Government, 
in the White Paper of 1939 itself, 
stated that it intended to use this 
method and was even ready immedi- 
ately to appoint several heads of de- 
partments from among the native Jew- 
ish and Arab populations. This state- 
ment was never implemented. In fact, 
since 1939, much has been done to 
weaken the position of the ‘Palestin- 
ians’ in the government, .. . 

“The first steps towards creating the 





legal and administrative foundations 
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of the Jewish Commonwealth must be 
the following: 

1) The recognition of the Jewish 
Agency as the authorized Pales- 
tinian development agency. 

2) The building up of joint ad- 
ministration by the Jewish and 
Arab populations and the man- 
datory power. 

3) An increase in local self govern- 
ment. 

“Some suggestions may properly be 
made as to the methods by which the 
Jewish (and Arab) populations should 
participate with the British in admin- 
istration. The first step in achieving 
joint administration is the creation of 
channels through which the govern- 
ment will be forced to take heed of 
the voice of the community. Such con- 
sultative influence must be organized 
and systematic, and government ap- 
pointments must not be made merely 
on the principle of appointing ‘non- 
Britons’ but also on the principle of 
prior consultation with the accredited 
representatives of the community. 

“The Jewish body which should 
serve in this capacity should be the 
Vaad Leumi. Those activities con- 
ducted by the Vaad Leumi (education, 
social welfare) which are rightly gov- 
ernment functions should be backed 
by the State. The chairman of such 
departments in the Vaad Leumi (also 
the chairman in charge of agriculture, 
etc.) should automatically be the head 
of the Jewish delegation in that de- 
partment of the government. No pol- 
icy affecting the Jewish part of the 
community should be adopted without 
consulting them. 

“The realization of Zionism will not 
come as a result of a single declara- 
tion. It is therefore imperative that 
we ponder and discuss the problems 
of administration during the transi- 
tion period, the role which the colo- 
nial administration might play, and 
the ways in which to minimize pos- 
sible harm which might come from it.” 
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Mosenson, New York, Sharon Books. 
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The Hebrew literary renascence has 
played so great a part in modern Jew- 
ish nationalism that many an intel- 
lectual in the Diaspora considers it 
almost incomprehensible that Palestine 
has so far produced no writers of the 
stature of a Bialik, a Tschernikhovsky 
or an Akhad Haam. It is easy to forget 
that great literary heights are reached 
only after long periods of preparation 
and experiment. But it is also forgotten 
that there are at least some forms of 
art—perhaps minor, but certainly very 
genuine ones—which Palestinian writ- 
ers practise with great distinction. One 
such is the descriptive sketch present- 
ing the life developing around them; 
in their hands it has attained a pro- 
fundity which sets it sharply apart 
from mere journalistic reporting. The 
sketches of Brakha Khabas or an M. 


Kopeluk, some of the prose of S. 
Shalom—to mention only a few—are 
full of the pathos, the struggle, the 
beauty, and the tormenting problems 
of Palestinian Jewish life. They are 
the best guide to knowledge of the 
land and of the inner nature of Zion- 
ism in realization, and they are almost 
unknown outside of Palestine. 

The book under review is one of 
the most remarkable examples of this 
genre. The work of a non-professional 
writer, it is a great document, illumi- 
nating in singularly moving fashion 
the way in which Jewish Palestine 
has become the one constructive force 
operating in the darkness and the ruin 
of Jewish life today. Reading Letters 
from the Desert, one is brought face 
to face with the human realities of 
Palestine, and one is filled with wonder 
and new hope. In translating and pub- 
lishing it, the Poale Zion's Sharon 
Books and, particularly, their editor, 
Shlomo Grodzensky, have made a great 
contribution to American understand- 
ing of Palestine. 
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The war was the acid test of the 
Palestinian Jewish community: beset 
by cruel political difficulties and by the 
inner complexities caused by the need 
to assimilate large masses of new im- 
migrants, it yet took upon itself the 
duties of a fully developed nation and 
through its volunteers participated as 
an ally in the international struggle 
against Fascism. Moshe Mosenson was 
one of those volunteers. The letters he 
wrote home tell the story not only of 
his own experiences but of those of 
thousands of his comrades in the Pales- 
tinian units of the British Army. He 
describes those experiences simply and 
unaffectedly, but this young farmer 
from a Judaean kibbutz of the Work- 
ing Youth Organization, this son of 
pioneers in the Emek, has the quick 
eye and the sensitive imagination of 
an artist. He seees behind things to 
their essential significance and he is a 
person of genuine intellect and very 
deep feeling. It is clear that three gen- 
erations of labor in Palestine—for his 
grandparents brought their family there 
from Russia—have not blunted either 
the inherited intellectuality, the rela- 
tionship to traditional Jewish values, 
or the sense of world citizenship of this 
typical young Palestinian. 

It is hard to forget him and his 
comrades sheltering themselves from 
aircraft among rocks in the desert at 
night and singing Hebrew children’s 
songs together because they knew that 
at that very moment the mothers and 
children in their kibbutzim were sitting 
on the lawn in the quiet of the Pales- 
tinian evening. A particularly beautiful 
relationship to children characterizes 
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all their experiences—the schools they 
opened for the Jewish children in the 
war—scarred North African commu- 
nities through which they passed, the 
funds they collected for European 
ghetto children, the food they shared 
with the little ones in Tripoli and 
Libya. Mosenson’s playful, tender let- 
ters to his own three children are mod- 
els of what letters to children should 
be and a remarkable refutation of the 
frequently heard careless charges that 
collective living destroys family feeling. 
Family feeling in the case of these 
typical young Palestinians extends be- 
yond children to the whole of the Pales- 
tinian home—“It is a good feeling to 
know that you are taking part in driv- 
ing the enemy back from the gates of 
your country,” writes Mosenson on the 
eve of the battle at El Alamein, a time 
when the crowds he saw in Cairo were 
gleefully expectant of Axis victory and 
the boys in his unit, to the astonish- 
ment of visiting English medical exam- 
iners, were “fighting for the right to go 
to the front.” Within the unit itself 
those who, like Mosenson, had deep 
roots in Palestine, felt very keenly that 
they must “act as the conscience of the 
group,” making true Jews and true 
Palestinians of the rootless embittered 
ones among them—the newly arrived 
illegal immigrant, the German Jew who 
came to Palestine by chance. There 
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were Hebrew lessons arranged for 
them, they were carefully included in 
the holiday and Sabbath celebrations, 
the questions of their future adjust- 
ment in the land were discussed with 
them, The process of building a Jewish 
nation in Palestine, uniting the dis- 
persed, recreating a culture, went on in 
drivers’ and stevedores’ and engineers’ 
units of the British Desert Army, as it 
has been going on these last sixty years 
in the towns and villages of the home- 
land. And it was carried on with gen- 
tleness, consideration and humane feel- 
ing that lend a rare, moral beauty to 
many of the incidents Mosenson de- 
scribes. 

To many a reader the book will seem 
to reach its greatest heights—breath- 
taking, radiantly beautiful spiritual al- 
titudes—in those sections which tell of 
the encounters between the Palestinians 
and the Jews of North Africa. There 
has ben some venomous talk lately on 
the part of anti-Zionists of the Bundist 
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type to the effect that the Jews of 
Palestine are “anti-Semites,” supercili- 
ous, complacent and indifferent to the 
needs and sufferings of the Diaspora. 
No proof to the contrary should have 
to be adduced in the face of the facts 
of Palestinian history, particularly dur- 
ing the last decade, but if any additional 
documentary evidence is needed, it is 
here, in the spirit of the Palestinian- 
born Mosenson and of his comrades, 
whether Palestinian or European in 
origin. “We, the Jewish drivers, carry 
a great dream in our hearts—that we 
will be able to bring our brothers from 
Europe to Palestine in our trucks,” a 
letter to the little daughter in her Pal- 
estinian village home, reads. “Your 
father has two feelings in his heart. 
One of them misses his daughter and 
longs for her, and wants to meet her 
soon, and the second feeling knows that 
we must be ready to give everything 
for our people.” Commemorating Tisha 
b’Av of 1943 on a Mediterranean 
island, the unit expresses its impatient 
eagerness to share in the invasion of the 
European coast opposite, so that they 
may before it is too late save “our 
brothers in the valley of sudden death” 
and bring back Israel’s “sons and or- 
phaned little ones to their home” in 
the land of Israel. 


The Jews of North Africa were 
doubly precious as the first brothers in 
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distress the Palestinian units met. The 
soldiers found themselves—far from 
formal religion as most of them are— 
going en masse to Sabbath eve services 
in a Libyan synagogue, realizing that 
Jews in the Diaspora “experience their 
most profound emotions as part of 
their religious life.” The sight of the 
Star of David on their trucks brought 
Jews crowding to them with tears in 
their eyes, and everywhere religious 
blessings were showered upon the 
“men from the Holy Land,” who were 
to bring North African Jews not only 
the strengthening message of Pales- 
tine but actual physical aid after the 
Fascist armies swept over their towns, 
ruining the Jewish communities, carry- 
ing off thousands to slave labor where 


many met their death. In Tripolitania |. 


the Palestinians found a passionately 
Zionist community, Hebrew-speaking, 
“turning to the east, to Jerusalem as 
they sang Hatikvah.” 

Nowhere in English can one find a 
more moving description of the long- 
ing for Zion that unites Jews in far- 
flung corners of the earth than Mosen- 
son’s letter about the Purim play given 
by the children of that Hebrew school 
in Tripoli which was established by 
four Palestinian units, each of which 
furnished one teacher. The burden of 
the play is a meeting between children 
from Palestine and children of the 
Diaspora whom the Palestinians vow 
they will bring to Palestine; it ends 
with the children of the Diaspora sing- 
ing, “We shall come to our land to 
build and to be rebuilt there!” And 
Mosenson concludes: “Then the audi- 
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ence, with hundreds of Jewish soldiers 
among them, rose to their feet suddenly 
and sang with them ‘We shall come 
unto the land to build and to be re- 
built there!” When the lights were lit 
in the hail, many of us were ashamed 
to lift our heads because of the tears 
in our eyes...” 

The Jewish aspect of the Pales- 
tinians’ participation in the war did 
not overshadow their consciousness of 
the universal, anti-Fascist aspect of the 
great struggle. That consciousness on 
their part brought them close to anti- 
Fascist Italian war prisoners, to Aus- 
tralians and New Zealanders, even to 
Negro troops—moving human con- 
tacts which indicate, interestingly 
enough, that Palestinian Jews are ap- 
parently accepted more easily and 
naturally as equals than other Jews. 
The appreciation of Zionism exhibited 
by Australians and New Zealanders is 
a touch of light in the dark background 
of official British hostility to the Jew- 
ish military effort against which all 
the valiant efforts of Mosenson and 
his friends are carried on. The refer- 
ences to that background are few but 
tragically clear: the “Patria” incident 
which makes “my uniform burn into 
my flesh”; the deliberate elimination 
from the “Desert Victory” film of every 
episode Jewish soldiers took part in; 
the arms trial in Palestine in the sum- 
mer of 1943—"“it was at me and my 
comrades that the speech of the prose- 
cutor for the crown was directed when 
he attacked the Histadrut and the Jew- 
ish community at home.” 

The bitterness of the modern Jewish 
and Zionist situation is never absent 
from Mosenson’s thinking. He under- 
stands very realistically what the situa- 
tion is. But—or perhaps therefore—he 
is all the more determined. “For two 
thousand years,” he writes, “we have 
borne suffering with pride,” and in- 
deed achieved “something fine and 
sacred in our spirit that is not in the 
spirit of those who have not passed 
through so much suffering. But today 
we should have only a single desire. 
NOT TO DIE! . . . What I and my 
generation will not be able to finish 
our children shall finish in their time. 
For this we are ready to give our 
lives.” 

In that—the essence of Zionism to- 
day—lies the hope of the Jewish fu- 
ture. 

SULAMITH SCHWARTZ 
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Every major work of Thomas Mann, 
from the early Buddenbrooks to the 
recent cycle Joseph and His Brothers, 
has been accompanied, either during 
or after composition, by satellites, 
works lesser in scope than the major 
bodies, but not minor in quality. Such 
a satellite, the product of an overflow 
of the creative energy that went into 
the Joseph work, is The Tables of the 
Law. 


This short tale deals with the effort 
of Moses to spiritualize the Israelites. 
We see Moses the man of ambiguous 
origin, with something exotic in his 
history, becoming aware of the invisible 
God and the implications of devotion 
to Him. The alien struggles to give his 
people a form, which is one of sanctity, 
and his singleness of purpose in over- 
coming their stubborn formlessness 
makes him a figure of heroic grandeur. 
Yet we are aware that the work of 
sanctification is never fully achieved, 
that it is a continuing labor; and this 
is perhaps the peculiarity of human- 
ness. 


In one way or another Mann has 
been concerned, in a writing career of 
almost fifty years, with the man who 
has been cursed and blessed with the 
gift of sensibility, whether aesthetic or 
spiritual. Thomas Buddenbrooks, Hans 
Castorp, Jacob, Joseph, and now Moses, 
are all variations in his fiction of an 
essential type. In the earlier novels 
and tales their problem is chiefly his- 
torical; they are men of sensibility who 
are homeless in a bourgeois and indus- 
trialized society or who are lost in the 
spiritual chaos of the twentieth century 
as is Castorp in The Magic Mountain. 
But Joseph and Moses are stripped of 
their historical accidents; they are re- 
created as archetypes who are the em- 
bodiment of spiritual excellence but 
who are none the less full-blooded hu- 
man beings. They are the heroes of 
their stories, not merely bewildered 
protagonists. Whereas the bewilder- 
ment of Castorp is diseased and private, 
that of Moses is noble and shared with 
his invisible god. 

The Tables of the Law is not to be 
classified as historical fiction. As in the 
Joseph story, Mann is not concerned 
with a realistic reconstruction of legen- 
dary characters and milieus. What 
might have been the temptation of 
dwelling on the sensational highlights 
of the Mosaic legend is rejected as in- 
cidental to the main business. The 
finding of the infant in the rushes, the 
plagues, the exodus, the episode at the 
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Shop with 
Confidence 


Everything 
you need for the 
home, and wear- 
ing apparel for 
the entire family 
in thie moderna 
department store. 
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1. EXECUTIVES 
This is the age of publicity. 
Your organization needs it. 
Publicity is more than you think. 


Let’s talk it over. No obligations. 


2. THE $64 QUESTION 


How to raise money for your 
organization. 

Let me help you solve the question. 
Fund raising is no business for the 
amateur. 

Lets talk it over. Consultation free. 
Traveling assignments considered. 


For APPOINTMENT write or phone: 
V.H. 202 W. 40th St., Room 1407 





New York City BR 9-7491. 




















Compliments of 


GOLDSTEIN & LEVIN 


OF JOHNSTOWN, PA. 




















M. HAUSMAN & SONS 


10 EAST 32nd STREET 


New York City 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 


HENRY KRAKOFF 


130 WEST 25th STREET 














BarBARA LEATHER GOoopDs 
Co., INc. 


POUGHKEEPSIE 
NEW YORK 


CENTRAL JERSEY FARMERS 


€ 
HIGHTSTOWN 


New Jersey 
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S. & S. ENITTING MILLS 
388 THROOP AVENUE 



















































































MILLARD YARN CO. 


BALLSTOWN SPA 
NEW YORK 














ROBERT E. FOLEY 
Construction Corp. 


BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ADELPHI PAINT HERMAN LEVIN CO. 
) ca ) 7 
‘ ) 1450 PARKCHESTER ROAD Chicago Beverage Co. 
86-00 DUMONT AVENUE Bronx, N.Y. 3423-31 WEST 13th PLACE 
Ozone Park, L. I. Chicago 23, Ill. 
ee 
Hornell Waste Material Co. HELD—Dr. and Mrs. |. W. Held, 1136 
° Fifth Avenue, extend best wishes for a 
Radio Centre Shawmut Depot Yards Happy New Year to their many 
friends and relatives. 
WOKO — WABY ae siay tiie 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 
New Year Greetings 
ee Peso 


from 


Morris Gabel 





























UNion 3-2061 
C. BIHLER & CO. 


Manufacturers of 


ART EMBROIDERIES 


For Ladies’ Underwear and Lingerie 


1304 — 13th STREET 
NORTH BERGEN, N. J. 
New York Office: 
47 West 34th Street 


Room 1062 
Tel.: Wisconsin 7-1058 








CHAUTAUQUA 
MALTED MILK, Inc. 
> 


MAYVILLE 
NEW YORK 








ALLEN Too. CorpPoraT ON 


Tools, Dies and Special Machinery 


SYRACUSE NEW YORK 





LEVITT FAMILY extend to all friends 
and patrons best wishes for a happy 
and prosperous New Year. 


HOTEL LEVITT 
SOUTH FALLSBURG, N. Y. 



































FLORA MIR 


557 DeKALB AVENUE 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 














Best Wishes for a 
Brighter New Year 


GREAT NORTHERN 
FUR DYEING CORP. 
145-28 228th STREET 
Springfield Gardens, N. Y. 








J. J. HART. Inc. 
Authorized Ford Dealer 


1095 ATLANTIC AVENUE 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





























KESTENBAUM—Mr. and Mrs. J. Kes- 
tenbaum and family, 911 East 9th St., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. extend their best 
wishes for a happy and prosperous 
New Year to all relatives and friends. 








SACHS DAVIDSON 
Printing 


187 EAST BROADWAY 
ORchard 4-1450 New York City 
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A Happy New Year to Our Friends 

and Patrons, with a Fervent Hope 

for Peace, Health and Prosperity in 
the Coming Year 


LOU G. SIEGEL 


209 WEST 38th STREET 
New York, N. Y. 





























Phone JErome 7-7300 


BRONX MEMORIALS 
CORPORATION 


Builders of 


..» MONUMENTS... 
of Every Description 


1329 WASHINGTON AVENUE 
Near 169th St. & 3rd Ave. 
Bronx, N. Y. 


BEN PEARLBERG 
Harry Burack 











MAX MANDEL 


Wholesale 
Hosiery and Underwear 
1225 BROADWAY 


New York City 
Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-3415 

















FEURER EMBLEM WORKS 


INCORPORATED 


3652-60 Park Avenue 


New York City 
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Red Sea, are recorded but not lingered 
over. Those incidents less open to 
question, that of the burning bush, the 
communion on the mountain, are re- 
ferred to retrospectively or related 
baldly. What Mann is concerned with 
almost exclusively is the relationship 
of the spiritual hero to the natural 
“rabble,” their attraction and repul- 
sion, a constant and incompletely sat- 
isfying relationship which it is the 
precarious achievement of the hero to 
preserve without despairing. 


Mann’s Moses is constructed on the 
scale of heroic sculpture. There is the 
minimum of physical detail and psy- 
chological analysis to render him rec- 
ognizably human; at the same time his 
story is told in the stylized simplicity 
of legend that precludes intimacy. The 
effect is to reanimate the myth for the 
modern temperament by humanizing it 
without reducing its stature. In a style 
and manner that fuse the archaic and 
the modern, Mann bridges the distance 
between the bewildering, historical to- 
day and the composed, dateless once- 
spon-a-time, In his rehabilitation of 
the great archetypes of our civilization, 
he empowers us, by our identification 
with them, to trace the perennial pat- 
terns of human existence. 


BERNARD FRECHTMAN 
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Compliments of 


MORRIS ROSENTHAL 


Coats AND Suits 
= 


230 WEST 38th STREET 
New York City 











Holiday Greetings 
from 


JUNE Darry Propucts Co. 




















CIRCULATORS & DEVICES 
MFG. CORP. 


22 ROSE STREET 
New York City 
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SPEAR BOX CO., Inc. 
270 ELEVENTH AVENUE 


New York 1, N. Y. 


Witiiam Conescu, President 














= EMOTO = 


BEST WISHES 
FOR A HAPPY 
AND PROSPEROUS 
NEW YEAR 
DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST 


DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-62STS. ENoicorr 2-2030 














THE 
PHILADELPHIA 
ELEcTRIC 
CoMPANY 


wishes 
its many friends 
of the 
Jewish Community 
A Happy 
and 
Prosperous 
New Year 


PHILADELPHIA 
ELECTRIC COMPANY 


. 
Do Not Waste Electricity 


Just BECAUSE 
IT IS NOT RATIONED 




















Subscribe to the 
Jewish Frontier 
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New Year Greetings 
from 
Weber & Heilbroner 
42nd Street and Madison Avenue . .. Madison at 57th Street . . . 34th 
Street and Broadway ... 57th Street and Broadway ... 160 Broadway 
(near Maiden Lane) . . . 30 Broad Street . .. Broadway at Walker... 
Brooklyn: 381 Fulton Street . . . Newark: 766 Broad Street 





JEWISH FRONTIER 


Holiday Greetings 
CHIN LEE 


BROADWAY AND 49th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 





























We ertend sincere greetings lo ald OUP — 
oa and angie f’ OF Meafifps “y Now Ye Geax 


for 50 Years 





$6.45 to $1¢ 0.45 


26 East 42nd Street + 26 New Street + 23 Cortlondt Street + 1113 Broadway + 1389 Broadway 
BRONX: 314 East Fordham Road BROOKLYN: 348 Fulton Street 898 Flatbush Avenue 
NEWARK: 843 Broad Street Also Stores in Philadelphia and Washington, D. C. 


RALQLLLLALAALALAHO AHO H9LANAAONAARKONLND 


CHEVRA AGUDATH ACHIM CHE- 
SED SHEL EMETH also known as 
Hebrew Free Burial Association, 409 
Grand St., corner Clinton St., N. Y., 
wishes to all of its members and do- 
nors a happy and prosperous New 
Year. Peace shall be declared all over 
the world. Max Tarshes, President. 











Greetings from 


U. S. VITAMIN CORP. 
250 EAST 43rd STREET 
New York City 











AMALGAMATED LADIES’ 
GARMENT CUTTERS’ UNION 
LOCAL 10 — ILGWU 


218 West 40th Street 
New York City 























THE FULLER BRUSH 





COMPANY 

NEW YORK 
250 WEST 5711 STREET CO. 5-4277 
853 BROADWAY GR. 5-4983 
1819 BROADWAY CO. 5-1318 

BROOKLYN 
1 DgKALB AVENUE TR. 5-3063 
26 COURT STREET TR. 5-9498 








BARANCIK—Mr. Max Barancik, Pres- 
ident of Atlantic Paper & Supply Co., 
363 E. 23rd St., Chicago 16, Ill., ex- 
tends to his relatives and many friends 
best wishes for a happy New Year. 




















GOTTFRIED BAKING CO., Inc. 
715 — Ith AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 




















New Year Greetings 


JOEL AND ARONOFF 


137 Fifth Avenue New York, N. Y. 














FOX SQUARE 
LAUNDRY 


1471 EDGEWATER ROAD 
BRONX, N. Y. 





























THE OHIO LEATHER COMPANY 
GIRARD, OHIO 


Tanners of Calf Leather for Ladies’ Handbags 
and 
Men‘s, Women’s and Children’s Shoes 


ADLER BROS. 


120 ORCHARD STREET 
New York City 





















Langerman Shoe Co. 
121 INGRAHAM STREET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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New Year Greetings from 


MR. and MRS. 
J. Edward Saltzman 
of 


HOTEL DIPLOMAT 
108 West 43rd Street New York 
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Rubo_F STECK COMPANY 


MT. VERNON 
NEW YORK 





SS 
Good Wishes from... 


NU-LIFE WATCH CORP. 
e 


15 MAIDEN LANE 
NEW YORK CITY 


Mr. E. SCHAFFER 









































DR. DAVID BRESLOW 


1760 BROADWAY 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





GEB & GARVAN YARN 


COMPANY, Inc. 


SENECA FALLS 


NEW YORK 





Iceland Steamship 
Company, Ltd. 


REYKJAVIK, ICELAND 


80 BROAD STREET 
NEW YORK 4, N. Y. 
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JOSEPH WALDMAN 
& SONS 


137 COIT STREET 
Irvington, N. J. 














A Happy and Prosperous 
NEW YEAR 
To our many depositors. 


BUSHWICK 
SAVINGS BANK 


Grand St. at Graham Ave., Brooklyn 


Member, Federal Deposit Ins. Corp. 

















NEW YEAR 
GREETINGS 


McCRORY STORES 
CORPORATION 


5-10 & 25c Stores 


Buy More War Bonds 
and Stamps 





























AMBASSADOR TEA ROOM 


644 Flatbush Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 
BU 4-8828 











ALBERT’S 


Sayville, L.I. New York 





Compliments of 


|| Sen. LAZARUS JOSEPH | 

















Greetings from 
PERFECT SHOULDER CO. 


261 WEST 35th STREET 
New York, N. Y. 

















LADIES GARMENT CLERKS 
UNION 
Local 99, I. L. G. W. U. 
Se 
151 WEST 40th STREET 
New York City 
LOUIS DWORKIN, Manager 























Colonial Container Corp. 


112 Imlay Street 
Brooklyn, New York 











NEW 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


YEAR GREETINGS 





FISCHEL—Mr. and Mrs. Harry Fischel 
of 910 Park Ave., extend to their 
friends and relatives best wishes for a 
happy, healthy and prosperous New 
Year. 


ROTHMAN—Mr. and Mrs. Isadore 
Rothman, 5! Fifth Ave., New York 
City, extend to their relatives and 
friends best wishes for a very happy, 
healthy and prosperous New Year. 


SIDNEY RINGLER FUR CO. 


214 WEST 28th STREET 
New York, N. Y. 

















FORSCHER—Mr. and Mrs. Lou Fors- 
cher, 140 West 79th Street, wish their 
relatives and friends a happy New 
Year. 


SEMEL—Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Semel 
and their family, 562 West End Ave., 
extend to their relatives and friends 
their heartiest wishes for the New 
Year. 











GARGILL—Dr. and Mrs. S. L. Gar- 
gill, 474 Beacon St., Boston, Mass., 
extend to their relatives and friends 
best wishes for a very happy, healthy 
and prosperous New Year. 


WEILL—Mr. and Mrs. Max Weill and 
their family, of 262 Central Park West, 
extend to relatives and friends wishes 
for a happy and prosperous New Year. 

















HOME AND HOSPITAL OF THE 
DAUGHTERS OF JACOB, 167th St., 
Teller and Findlay Aves., Bronx—Our 
600 aged and chronically ill quests 
join us in extending joyous greetings 
to our members, friends and support- 
ers—Mrs. Dora M. Shapiro, Pres.; 
Herbert A. Seltzer, Exec. Dir. 











JEWISH HOME FOR CONVALES- 
CENTS—Grand View on-the-Hudson, 
New York (City Office, 215 2nd Ave.) 
The Officers and Directors extend to 
their members and friends their very 
best wishes for the New Year. Isaac 
Lippman, President. 











KRAMER—Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Kra- 
mer of New York City, extend their 
best wishes for a happy and prosper- 
ous New Year to all relatives and 
friends. 


YABLON—Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Yablon, 
1035 Washington Avenue, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. extend to their relatives and 
friends best wishes for a very happy, 
healthy and prosperous New Year. 


TEXTILE LOOMS, Inc. 


1328 BROADWAY 











McGlynn, Hays & Co. 


71 RUTGERS STREET 
Bellevile, N. J. 
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Wlsconsin 7-8932 MEdallion 3-8979 
JACK ALTMAN, Inc. 
RESTAURANT AND GRILL 


Wines and Liquors” 


257 WEST 38th STREET 
New York City 

















MRS. GERTRUDE BERG 


829 PARK AVENUE 
New York City 























LEVIT—Mr. and Mrs. M. Levit, 641 E. 
Park, San Antonio, Texas, extend sin- 
cerest good wishes for the New Year 


to all relatives and friends. 





Mendelson Egg Co. 


3906 JOY ROAD 
DETROIT, MICH. 





JAMESTOWN WorsTED MILLS 


JAMESTOWN, N. Y. 











PE 6-8030—1 Miss Diana 
D.& L. Novelty Co. 


Originators 
Passamenterie, Hand Fagotting, 
Embroideries, Smocking and 
Dress Trimming 





























MARGOLIS—Mr. and Mrs. Moe Mar- 
golis, 3049 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn, 
N. Y., extend best wishes for a very 
happy and prosperous New Year to 
all their relatives and friends. 





WEISSBERGER 
Moving & Storage Co., Inc. 
214-24 EAST 22nd ST. - 


N.Y. C. 











115 West 30th Street New York 
C=? —C a 2 
KLABER BROS. Inc. 


242 WEST 36th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
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MINSKOFF—Mr, and Mrs. Sam Min- 
skoff and family, 112 Central Park 
South, extend to their relatives and 
friends best wishes for a ery happy, 
friends best wishes for a very happy, 








Smolowitz & Benkel 


50 BOND STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 














-EMIL KATZ & CO. 


101 WEST 37th STREET 
New York City 
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J. J. DRISCOLL 














FARMINGDALE INDIVIDUAL Toback & Sons 


Launonry SERVICE, INC. 


~~ 


e 
’ Building Materials 


, 8 


ITHACA, N. Y. 


»— 


FARMINGDALE 
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LONG ISLAND 

















Fifth Street corner Front Street 
NEWBURGH, N. Y. 




















Stauffer Chemical Co. 





Siegel & Alenikoff 















































500 SEVENTH AVENUE 
: 420 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY New York 17, N. Y. NATIONAL 
GRAIN YEAST CORP. 
MANHATTAN 
SEIFERT BROS. sale 
GENERAL HOSPITAL BELLEVILLE, N. J 
3 418 JOHN STREET 
307 SECOND AVENUE Utica, N. Y. 
New York City 
We extend our best wishes for a 























very Happy New Year to 
all our friends 





ZENITH GODLEY CO.. Inc. meraploedanants 








LUMBER CORP. DILBERT BROS., Inc. 
: 594 UTICA AVENUE vintadaciasinran’ 
176 DUANE STREET Brooklyn, N. Y. Throughout Brooklyn and 
New York 13, N. Y. of Long Island 















































FASHION Park, INC. 


LEVIN BROTHERS 


Holiday Greetings from 


e 


5 WEST 22nd STREET 
New York 10, N. Y. 





218 BEDFORD AVENUE 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 






























H. F. SPORTSWEAR 
° David Smith Steel Co. 


234 46th STREET 














TULNOY LUMBER & TRIM CO. 
871 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
Brooklyn 21, N. Y. 


260 WEST 35th STREET 
New York City BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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FRIEDMAN & BUCHOLZ 


14400 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 





Compliments of 
MAX FRIEDMAN ISIDOR ARTSIS 


42 WEST 39th STREET Insurance 


NEW YORK CITY 393 SEVENTH AVENUE 
CHickering 4-8200 New York City 
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COLUMBUS 


Heating & Ventilating Co. 


182 N. YALE AVENUE 
COLUMBUS 16, OHIO 






































Greetings from 


Greater Clothing Contractors Association 


100 FIFTH AVENUE 
New York City 





New Year 
Greetings 


New York 
Joint Board 


Amalgamated 
Clothing 
Workers 


of America 


Louis HOLLANDER 
JOSEPH CATALANOTTI 
Managers 


ABRAHAM MILLER 
Secretary-Treasurer 




















Greetings from 


Franklin Stores Corp. 


519 EIGHTH AVENUE 


New York City 








Compliments of 


South Jersey 

Joint Board 

Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers 


of America 
os 


PHILIP RUDICH, Manager 
ALBERT GIULIANI, 


Secretary-Treasurer 



































Season’s Greetings and Our Best Wishes for a-Happy and Prosperous New Year 


G. H. RAUSCHENBERG CO. 


Plant: Dalton, Ga. 


Pride of Georgia 
CHENILLE BEDSPREADS 


DALTON, GA. 


New York Office: 71 W. 35th Street 








' Greetings 


from 


CORSET & BRASSIERE 
WORKERS’ UNION 
Local 32 


932 BROADWAY NEW YORK CITY 




















ABRAHAM SNyYpDER, Manager 
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As a boy, he lived over a bakery shop in Brooklyn. 





4 4 While the other kids were playing one-o’-cat and 
Red Rover, his mother made him stay inside and 
take piano lessous. (Twenty-five cents a lesson — 
cash !) 


And when he played Mozart ‘in ragtime, his 


George Gershwin & Fr teacher turned purple with rage 





But Mozart wouldn’t have minded. Because he’d 
have heard, in that “ragging’’, the nervous, impu- 
dent rhythm of a city ... the violent, cocksure 
cadence of a nation ... the first whisper of a genius 
that would someday speak in rich, exuberant ac- 
cents, and make the music of George Gershwin 
world-famous. 


A 
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Out of the exciting life of this man... out of 
the wealth of best-loved music he wrote... we 
at Warner Bros. have fashioned a magnificent 
motion picture. 


We think you'll enjoy RHAPSODY IN BLUE 
as you’ve enjuyed few entertainments in your 
lifetime. 


We think, too, that RHAPSODY IN BLUE says 
something important about the democracy which 
gave Gershwin a chance to prove his genius . “a 
and that RHAPSODY IN BLUE is in the Warner 
tradition of “combining good picture-making with 
good citizenship.” 


WARNER BROS. 


—_ EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
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* a cp uel ANT "TOKYOF GEORGE GERSHwity 
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starri 

ROBERT ALDA+JOAN LESLIE» ALEXIS SMITH - CHARLES COBURN & AL JOLSON-OSCAR LEVANT- PAUL WHITEMAN - GEORGE WHITE +HAZEL SCOTT- ANNE BROWN 

Directed by IRVING RAPPER «© Produced by JESSE L. LASKY + MUSIC BY GEORGE GERSHWIN © Original Story by Sonya Levien + Screen Play by Howard Koch and Elliot Paul 
Dances created and directed by LE ROY PRINZ + Orchestral arrangements by RAY HEINDORF 























